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 1                      P R O C E E D I N G S 
 2                (WHEREUPON, everyone stood for th e Pledge of  
 3           Allegiance.)    
 4                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I'd like to turn it  
 5           over to Attorney Gilchrist to tell us the plan and  
 6           procedure for tonight's hearing. 
 7                MR. GILCHRIST:  Good evening.  To night is the  
 8           continuation of the public hearing on the proposed  
 9           Hudson Hills Planned Development Distr ict.  As  
10           originally proposed, this constituted an 1,116-unit  
11           apartment complex located off Best Roa d off Route 7.   
12                The public hearing was opened in August and  
13           public comment was received on the PDD  application  
14           as well as the Draft Environmental Imp act Statement  
15           that had been deemed complete by the P lanning Board  
16           and adequate for public review and ins pection.   
17                Based on the comments received du ring the  
18           initial public hearing and written com ments received  
19           thereafter, the applicant has submitte d to the Town  
20           a revised proposal for the apartment c omplex  
21           reducing the proposed number of units to 668.   
22                I'd like the record to reflect th at in the  
23           underlying DEIS accepted as complete, and  
24           specifically in the alternative sectio n of that  
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 1           document, there were a revised number of units that  
 2           were analyzed.  The Board did require a series of  
 3           alternative number of units and altern ative designs  
 4           be analyzed in the underlying DEIS.  S o there was  
 5           information regarding potential impact s from a  
 6           reduced number of lots in the underlyi ng DEIS.   
 7                Nonetheless, the Board wanted the  applicant to  
 8           submit additional information concerni ng its current  
 9           proposed layout to the apartments, if there had been  
10           any changes on the proposed layout of the building  
11           and if there are any other changes tha t the revised  
12           proposal rendered from the underlying DEIS.  That  
13           additional information was submitted b y the  
14           applicant in December and has been on file at the  
15           Town Hall with a copy at the community  library for  
16           review.   
17                Upon receipt of the initial infor mation, the  
18           Board scheduled this evening's public hearing to  
19           continue the public hearing on this pr ocess.  The  
20           public hearing is addressed to receive  comments both  
21           on the PDD application as well as the SEQRA hearing  
22           on the Draft EIS.  Notice of tonight's  meeting was  
23           not only published in The Record -- an d we'll have  
24           the Town Clerk read that notice into t he record once  
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 1           I'm done -- but it was posted at Town Hall.  It was  
 2           sent to the property owners within 500  feet of the  
 3           project notifying them of the revised layout as well  
 4           as the continuation of the public hear ing this  
 5           evening.   
 6                Notice of the public hearing was also sent to  
 7           all the Board members and town and dep artment heads  
 8           as well as all the other involved publ ic agencies,  
 9           and that includes at the county, state  and federal  
10           level, that there had been a revision to the  
11           proposed project and that the continua tion of the  
12           public hearing would be this evening.   
13                As with the other projects in tow n, there is  
14           always the opportunity to submit writt en comment on  
15           the project.  Tonight's public hearing  continues  
16           from the earlier August.  If you have comments that  
17           have already been submitted on the rec ord, that  
18           record is still open, the comments are  on and are  
19           noted and the applicant will need to r espond to  
20           those comments.   
21                So the purpose of tonight's meeti ng is not to  
22           repeat comments you may have earlier m ade either  
23           orally at the public hearing or in wri ting.  There  
24           is a revised layout which may raise so me new issues. 
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 1           So by all means, this is not to prohib it or inhibit  
 2           anyone from coming up and providing co mment on the  
 3           record on the current proposal as subm itted by the  
 4           applicant.  
 5                The comments received tonight wil l all go to  
 6           the applicant for response.  We're als o having a  
 7           stenographic transcript made of the pu blic hearing  
 8           tonight.  As with the other projects, these will be  
 9           available at Town Hall and we have mad e them  
10           available on the Town's web site in th eir entirety.   
11                As a side note, the Town Board ha s also  
12           requested from each applicant an elect ronic copy of  
13           the DEIS.  So the complete DEIS, inclu ding the  
14           appendices, can be available for revie w  
15           electronically on the Town's web site.   That request  
16           went to each applicant recently.   
17                As soon as those are received by the Town, they  
18           will be put on the Town web site.  The  Town's making  
19           every effort to get this information o ut to the Town  
20           so that you have a meaningful opportun ity to  
21           comment.   
22                Once I'm done and the notice is r ead into the  
23           record, the applicant will make a pres entation of  
24           the current proposal and then the Boar d will open up  
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 1           the hearing for the receipt of public comment, and  
 2           you'll have the opportunity to present  that comment.  
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , Andy.  At  
 4           this time, I'd like to call on the Tow n Clerk to  
 5           read the notice of public hearing.  
 6                THE CLERK:  "Notice is hereby giv en, that a  
 7           public hearing will be held by the Tow n Board of the  
 8           Town of Brunswick on Tuesday, January 17, 2006 at  
 9           6:30 p.m. at the Brunswick Central Sch ool District  
10           Auditorium, 3992 NY2, Troy, New York p ursuant to  
11           Section 10 of the Brunswick Zoning Cod e and also  
12           pursuant to the State Environmental Qu ality Review  
13           Act, SEQRA and its implementing regula tions at  
14           6 NYCRR Part 617, to allow public comm ent on the  
15           application submitted by Capital Distr ict  
16           Properties, LLC for the proposed Hudso n Hills  
17           apartment complex located on 216 acres  bounded by  
18           Route 7 to the south, North Lake Avenu e to the north  
19           and Lord Avenue to the west.   
20                "The property is currently zoned agricultural,  
21           A-40.  The application has been submit ted pursuant  
22           to Section 10 of the Zoning Code of th e Town of  
23           Brunswick for a Planned Development Di strict, PDD.   
24                "A Draft Environmental Impact Sta tement, DEIS,  
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 1           has been prepared by Capital District Properties,  
 2           LLC for this action pursuant to SEQRA.   The Town  
 3           Board of the Town of Brunswick, as SEQ RA Lead  
 4           Agency, has accepted the DEIS as adequ ate for public  
 5           review, and a Notice of Completion has  been filed.   
 6                "The applicant has revised its ap plication to  
 7           reduce the number of proposed apartmen t units from  
 8           1,116 to 668 total units.   
 9                "The public hearing will allow co mment on the  
10           PDD application, including the revised  proposal, and  
11           the DEIS.  Copies of the PDD applicati on, revision  
12           to the proposed layout, and DEIS are a vailable for  
13           public inspection during regular busin ess hours at  
14           the following location:  Town of Bruns wick Town  
15           Office, 336 Town Office Road, Troy, Ne w York, 12180.   
16                "In addition, a copy of the DEIS is also  
17           available for public inspection during  regular  
18           business hours at the Brunswick Commun ity Library,  
19           605 Brunswick Road, Eagle Mills, New Y ork, 12180.   
20                "All interested persons will be h eard at the  
21           public hearing."   
22                That's dated December 28, 2005, B runswick,  
23           New York, the Town of Brunswick Town B oard, by  
24           Philip H. Herrington, Supervisor.  New spaper:  Troy  
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 1           Record, January 1st, 2006. 
 2                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , Susan.   
 3                I would like to call on the appli cant and ask  
 4           them to make their presentation, pleas e, and revised  
 5           plan.   
 6                MR. HOBLOCK:  Thank you, Supervis or Herrington.   
 7           If you can't hear me, please tell me.  My name is  
 8           Bill Hoblock.  I am with Capital Distr ict  
 9           Properties.  Here with us tonight is B rian Edwards  
10           from O'Brien & Gear, our engineering f irm; Tom  
11           Johnson from Creighton Manning, our tr affic  
12           engineers, and Nick Rineri who's our a rchitect.   
13                We began this public hearing last  August.  In  
14           August, at the Community Center, we ga ve you a brief  
15           overview of our original proposal as w ell as our  
16           Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  We listened  
17           to your comments and concerns that eve ning.  Based  
18           on those comments and concerns, we hav e drastically  
19           modified our original proposal.   
20                By modification, I mean a reducti on and a  
21           constriction of the entire plan.  Befo re I get into  
22           the modified plan -- and we're going t o present it  
23           on the screen tonight so, hopefully, e veryone can  
24           see it and get a true feel for where w e started and  
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 1           where we have come tonight -- I want t o give a quick  
 2           synopsis of Hudson Hills for the benef it of the  
 3           people who were not here in August, an d August was  
 4           also almost half a year away.  
 5                Beginning with where the property  is, here's  
 6           the project.  This is Hoosick Road.  H ere's North  
 7           Lake.  I hope you can see the boundary  lines right  
 8           here.  There is Best Road right there.   So you can  
 9           see that it's 215 acres in total bound ed by Hoosick  
10           and North Lake basically at the end of  Best Road.   
11                Hudson Hills will be a luxury mul ti-family  
12           community.  By that, I mean we build t o a standard  
13           and a quality that exceeds anything th at's in this  
14           marketplace today.  To give an example  of that, I'd  
15           like to show you an elevation of our b uilding, a  
16           residential building.   
17                This is it right there, which is unlike any  
18           type of typical apartment building tha t this area  
19           has or is seeing.  That building will contain  
20           anywhere from 12 to 16 residential uni ts.  It will  
21           be a premium building as far as the ex teriors, the  
22           siding, the windows, the trim.  The ro ofs will be  
23           30-year architectural shingles.  Every  residence  
24           will have a private patio, a private b alcony.  Most  
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 1           residential units will have an attache d garage.   
 2                As you can see, there are garages  here, garages  
 3           here, also garages on the side.  So wh en you come  
 4           home, you pull your car into your gara ge and you  
 5           walk right into your home, something t hat's an  
 6           amenity that is truly lacking in the a rea.   
 7                When you get inside, the interior s will be very  
 8           well-appointed.  We will have one bedr ooms, two  
 9           bedrooms and two-bedroom dens.  The in teriors will  
10           have cathedral ceilings, 14-foot high ceilings on  
11           the second floor, wood floors in the k itchen,  
12           spacious open floor plans that range u p to over  
13           1,400 square feet, walk-in closets, wa sher and dryer  
14           hook-ups in each and every residence, wireless  
15           Internet capability.  Basically, what we are doing  
16           is building a condominium quality prod uct but in a  
17           rental environment.  
18                Apart from the residential buildi ngs, we'll  
19           also have a top-notch clubhouse in the  community,  
20           and there's a simulation of it.  We'll  show you the  
21           real thing in a bit.  The exteriors ar e shake and  
22           fieldstone siding.  The inside will ha ve a great  
23           meeting room with true wood floors, ex posed beams.   
24           It will have a state-of-the-art fitnes s center and a  
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 1           pool.   
 2                Now, let's get to where we were a nd where we  
 3           are.  Our original proposal -- and thi s is it.  It's  
 4           a little bit light, but we also have d own here the  
 5           original proposal and there's the modi fied plan that  
 6           I'll get to in a moment.   
 7                Our original plan had a total of 1,116  
 8           residential units.  It was on all 215 acres that I  
 9           previously showed on the aerial.  It c onsisted of  
10           four phases.  The first three phases w ere all in  
11           excess of 300 residences a piece with the final and  
12           fourth phase being 128 units.  We had two access  
13           points in our original plan.   
14                Here's Hoosick once again right o ff the top; 
15           here's North Lake; our primary entranc e being Best  
16           coming up right here.  We had a second ary access  
17           right here that went out directly to N orth Lake  
18           Avenue.  That was the original plan.   
19                Based on the comments and concern s that we  
20           heard, not only at the public hearing verbally in  
21           August but also the written comments t hat were  
22           received not only from members of the public but  
23           some state, federal and local agencies , we have  
24           modified the plan.  
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 1                Our modified plan is shown right here.  Again,  
 2           let me orient you.  Here's Hoosick.  H ere's Best.   
 3           Here's our primary access.  Here's Nor th Lake.   
 4           Still on 215 acres.  What our modified  plan does is  
 5           basically eliminate phases three and f our in our  
 6           original plan.   
 7                The modified plan is 60 percent o f the original  
 8           plan, yet still on all 215 acres.  The  modified plan  
 9           is still phased, yet less phases and s maller phases.   
10                In our modified plan, the first p hase is 248  
11           residences.  The second is 228.  And o ur third and  
12           final phase is 192.  There is no fourt h phase.   
13                From a building standpoint, that' s 18  
14           residential buildings in phase one, 15  in the  
15           second, and 12 in the third, for a tot al of 668  
16           residential units upon full buildout.   
17                You can see another change.  We h ave completely  
18           eliminated the access to North Lake Av enue.  This  
19           leaves from here up to North Lake Aven ue over 1,400  
20           feet of untouched land.  You come down  a little bit.   
21           We've lost a tremendous amount of resi dential units  
22           here, which gives us from here to the property line  
23           right there over a thousand feet of bu ffer.  And  
24           that buffer, as you can see, extends a round the  
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 1           entire perimeter and also on the inter ior portion of  
 2           the land.   
 3                The emergency access only will be  a locked gate  
 4           or some similar type setup that the fi re department  
 5           will approve; has remained over here s trictly for  
 6           emergency services purposes.  That wil l not be a way  
 7           in and out.   
 8                We have also, based on the commen ts and  
 9           concerns heard in August, eliminated t he Adirondack  
10           fire tower completely.  And as Attorne y Gilchrist  
11           has stated, our DEIS studied various a lternatives to  
12           our original plan; with this plan, 668  units,  
13           basically dropping phases three and fo ur of the  
14           original, is studied specifically with  one  
15           entranceway.  Therefore, the potential  significant  
16           adverse impacts of this modified plan are discussed  
17           in the original DEIS.   
18                We also submitted dated December 23rd further  
19           specific information on this modified plan.  And as  
20           Attorney Gilchrist had said, that was also posted at  
21           Town Hall and some web sites.  The mod ified plan, as  
22           you see, leaves a tremendous amount of  the site  
23           untouched and green.   
24                We'll have tree-lined streets thr oughout.   
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 1           We'll have courtyards between building s.  We'll have  
 2           walking trails through all of the gree n space and  
 3           untouched natural areas to create a tr ue sense of  
 4           place where someone is proud to call h ome and truly  
 5           wants to live.  
 6                Let's get to the comments and the  concerns that  
 7           were raised at the August public heari ng and how  
 8           the modified revised plan addresses th ose.  With  
 9           respect to density, as I said, the mod ified plan is  
10           60 percent of the original plan.  Redu cing the total  
11           units from 1,116 to 668, that drops th e overall  
12           density at full buildout from five uni ts per acre  
13           down to three.   
14                The second concern that we heard in August was  
15           maintaining the rural character of Bru nswick.  The   
16           related concerns and issues that were raised were  
17           maintaining open space, vegetation and  wildlife.   
18           When phase one is built -- this is pha se one,  
19           basically, right there in the middle.  Phase two  
20           is over here and phase three is on the  outskirts.   
21                When phase one is built, just pha se one on 215  
22           acres, 95 percent of the site will rem ain green, the  
23           vast majority of that remaining comple tely untouched  
24           and in its natural state.  When phase two is added,  
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 1           still 90 percent of the site remains g reen.  And  
 2           upon full buildout, phase three, 84 pe rcent of this  
 3           site remains green and, again, as you can see,  
 4           virtually untouched and in its natural  state.  
 5                So at full buildout, of the 215 a cres, 180 will  
 6           be green; again, the vast majority nev er touched,  
 7           left the way they are today.   
 8                The original DEIS contained a vis ual assessment  
 9           based on the original plan.  We have r evised that  
10           based on our modified plan.  This is a n aerial of  
11           the site.  Here's Hoosick.  Here's Nor th Lake.   
12           During the scoping session and the pub lic hearings  
13           that accompanied that session back in the spring and  
14           the summer of last year, there were fo ur vantage  
15           points that we were asked to look at t his  
16           development from; the first one being down on Best  
17           and Hoosick, the second one going up H oosick to  
18           where Best forks into Wilrose, the thi rd being the  
19           now eliminated access point, North Lak e, and the  
20           fourth being the Town Beach.   
21                The first vantage point -- there are two photos  
22           for each vantage point here.  There is  a photo of  
23           how the site looks today and then ther e is a  
24           photograph of the buildings simulated in, if you can  
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 1           see them at all.   
 2                In the DEIS, there is a report th at accompanies  
 3           the photographic simulations that depi cts exactly  
 4           how this was done and in accordance wi th what  
 5           standards.  Here's vantage point one, Best and  
 6           Hoosick.  If you go to what this will look like upon  
 7           full buildout, keep your eye up here, all that's  
 8           going to be added.  You're going to se e a building  
 9           over there.  Given the vegetation and the terrain  
10           topography, that's what you're going t o see.   
11                Moving up Best Road, here is how it stands  
12           today.  This is today's viewpoint.  Go ing to  
13           simulating it in, there's what you'll see.  This is  
14           the closest vantage point to this enti re  
15           development.   
16                The third viewpoint is from the n ow eliminated  
17           North Lake Avenue.  That is standing r ight on North  
18           Lake Avenue looking in, going to what it will look  
19           like.  It doesn't change, because if y ou remember  
20           the plan, eliminating the access to No rth Lake  
21           pulled everything in 1,400 feet.  Now,  everything's  
22           up and over that hill into the valley.    
23                The fourth vantage point, which w as from the  
24           Town Beach which is a good distance aw ay, that's  
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 1           before, and simulating it in.  Again, nothing  
 2           changes because we pulled everything i n to leave a  
 3           buffer around the entire site.  
 4                So as you'll see, given the topog raphy and the  
 5           land in relation to the placement of t he buildings  
 6           as well as the large buffer area aroun d the entire  
 7           site, Hudson Hills upon completion wil l not have a  
 8           significant adverse visual impact on t he surrounding  
 9           area.   
10                The third issue from the public h earing is 
11           population growth as a result of the p roposed  
12           development.  The modified plan droppi ng 40 percent  
13           of the original plan will reduce the p opulation  
14           growth accordingly.   
15                Also, this is one of the purposes  for phasing.   
16           Phasing these developments and not bui lding all at  
17           once obviously has a correlating contr ol over  
18           population growth.  The phases are als o, as I  
19           mentioned before, smaller than the ori ginal plan.   
20           So you will never have the immediacy o f an impact as  
21           the original plan would have had.  
22                Furthermore, these residences are  one, two and  
23           two bedroom dens.  There are no three bedrooms.   
24           There are no three, four, five bedroom s such as a  
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 1           typical single-family house.  That in and of itself  
 2           controls population growth that is acc ompanied with  
 3           some other forms of residential develo pment.  
 4                The next issue from the public he aring is the  
 5           impact on the surrounding properties w ith respect to  
 6           noise, light and property values.  The re are  
 7           detailed studies of each of these item s in the  
 8           initial DEIS.  As a residential commun ity, unlike a  
 9           commercial venture, Hudson Hills will not generate a  
10           significant amount of noise or light.  And, again, I  
11           refer you to those studies in the DEIS .  The large  
12           buffer that we have now on the modifie d plan also  
13           will mute those concerns.   
14                With respect to impact on surroun ding property  
15           values, there's a very good study in t he DEIS that  
16           talks about Hudson Hills not having a negative  
17           impact on surrounding property values given the  
18           quality of the proposed development, h aving it be a  
19           luxury multi-family community with ame nities desired  
20           in the area as well as the large buffe r and open and  
21           green space around the development als o brings that  
22           down.  
23                The next issue is traffic.  There 's an  
24           extensive traffic study in the DEIS.  That was  
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 1           performed again by Creighton Manning, Tom Johnson,  
 2           in conjunction with New York State DOT  as well as  
 3           the Town.  And as Attorney Gilchrist h ad stated, the  
 4           traffic impact study in the original D EIS had our  
 5           modified plan as one of the specific a lternatives  
 6           that we discussed.   
 7                The modified plan cuts traffic by  40 percent  
 8           from the original given the drop in nu mbers.  The  
 9           more specific traffic-related issue we  heard in  
10           August was the amount of traffic out o n to North  
11           Lake Avenue.  Eliminating the North La ke Avenue  
12           access completely has addressed that i ssue.   
13                The next issue raised in August i s the impact  
14           on infrastructure, water, sewer, elect ric, et  
15           cetera.  The DEIS showed the capacity with some  
16           upgrades for the original 1,116 reside ntial units. 
17           Certainly, there's capacity for 60 per cent of that,  
18           just correlating the two together.   
19                Our submission of December 23rd a lso gives  
20           detailed numbers regarding the impact on  
21           infrastructure from the original plan to the  
22           modified plan.  Any costs associated w ith upgrades  
23           of the infrastructure that are associa ted with  
24           Hudson Hills will be borne by us.  Tha t is in the  
 
                                                               20 
 1           original DEIS.  That has never changed  and will  
 2           never change.   
 3                One thing we are doing is we are looping the  
 4           water system which acts as a benefit t o the Town and  
 5           improving the current infrastructure, and that is  
 6           obviously again a cost borne by us.   
 7                Emergency services was raised as an issue in  
 8           August.  We met with the fire departme nts last  
 9           spring and last summer to get their co mments,  
10           address their concerns.  They have a c opy of the  
11           modified plan and we'll continue to wo rk with them  
12           to make sure that any and all of their  concerns are  
13           addressed in the final development.  
14                The issue of what type of taxes w ill be  
15           generated by Hudson Hills and the corr esponding  
16           costs was an issue that was raised in August.  An  
17           analysis is laid out in the original D EIS in our  
18           further submission regarding this, but  briefly,  
19           Hudson Hills in today's numbers will g enerate  
20           approximately $1,300 per residential u nit in tax  
21           revenue.  This grows to over $200,000 a unit at full  
22           buildout over the 10-plus period of ye ars that this  
23           is projected to have full build.  That  totals at  
24           full build $1.3 million a year in tax revenue.   
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 1                Specifically, with respect to sch ools, based on  
 2           today's number of taxes generated vers us the cost of  
 3           educating a child, it basically comes out to be a  
 4           wash or potentially even a benefit to the Town.   
 5                That's a segway into the next con cern that we  
 6           heard in August, which is the impact o n the school  
 7           districts.  The DEIS contained an asse ssment of the  
 8           original plan and the impact it will h ave on the  
 9           schools.  The assessment in the DEIS i s based on  
10           figures and formulas that are set fort h by the  
11           Capital District Regional Planning Com mission that  
12           are statewide figures and are used as a standard in  
13           this area and throughout.   
14                The December 23rd submission take s the impact  
15           from the original plan and brings it d own to our  
16           modified plan.  The modified plan will  not have a  
17           significant adverse impact on the scho ol districts.   
18           Traditional multi-family development h istorically  
19           generates few school children.  Hudson  Hills will  
20           generate even less than a traditional multi-family  
21           community given who we are building fo r and the type  
22           of housing product that we are, in fac t, building 
23           based on the very recent study of the Brunswick  
24           School District by the Capital Distric t Regional  
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 1           Planning Commission.  I will not get i nto this issue  
 2           any further tonight and I'll let that independent  
 3           study stand on its own in conjunction with the  
 4           numbers that are laid out in our submi ssion.  
 5                The next issue that was raised in  August is the  
 6           need for the proposed Hudson Hills com munity.  What  
 7           will it be like and who will live ther e?   
 8                Who will live there?  There are t wo segments of  
 9           who will live here:  Who we're buildin g this for,  
10           where the need is and what we're tryin g to do.  The  
11           first segment to be -- well, actually,  both of the  
12           fastest growing segments of the popula tion both  
13           nationally and locally.  The first seg ment is aging  
14           baby boomers.  It's renters by choice known as empty  
15           nesters.  They no longer desire a sing le-family home  
16           for a myriad of reasons that I think e veryone is  
17           very familiar with, and these individu als demand  
18           quality and amenities in the residence  both inside  
19           and out.   
20                The second segment is the young p rofessionals.   
21           This is the generation behind the baby  boomers.   
22           They live fast-paced, busy lives, but they also  
23           desire quality living space with top-o f-the-line  
24           amenities, yet aren't ready for a sing le-family home  
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 1           ownership yet.   
 2                Both of these segments of the pop ulation are  
 3           the two fastest growing segments natio nally.  When  
 4           you break it down locally, I think we all know the  
 5           need for empty nester housing, but the  young  
 6           professional is also -- there's a true  need for that  
 7           in this area today.   
 8                There's a rapidly increasing loca l segment of  
 9           the population of young professionals based on the  
10           technology initiatives that are taking  hold in this  
11           area as a result of things such as Int er-gen-al  
12           Semi-tech that is forming its new home  in the  
13           University of Albany and similar techn ology-related  
14           initiatives that the State has been pu tting forward  
15           for five years and such people as Brun swick's own  
16           Senator Bruno is spearheading which is  causing  
17           growth and growth in this population w here good jobs  
18           are coming to the area, well-paying jo bs.   
19                For example, the announcement las t week where  
20           there's another $400 million and anoth er nanotech  
21           institute being formed in SUNY Albany.   There's a  
22           need and that need will grow.  That's who we're  
23           targeting.  That's who we're building for and that's  
24           where the need is.   
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 1                What will it be like?  I describe d it earlier  
 2           as far as what it will be like.  You s aw the  
 3           elevation.  The easier thing to do is to show you  
 4           what has been built.  The latest job i s called  
 5           Hudson Preserve, which is in the Town of Colonie,  
 6           and Hudson Hills is going to take Huds on Preserve  
 7           even another step with the attached ga rages and the  
 8           similar amenities that there's a desir e for and  
 9           still not there.   
10                Going to the Hudson Preserve very  quickly,  
11           there's the entranceway.  You have a 1 ,400-foot  
12           entranceway through the woods to get t o the  
13           development itself.  You get to the cl ubhouse.   
14           There's the clubhouse.  And that shoul d look very  
15           similar to the simulation of the clubh ouse that I  
16           showed you for Hudson Hills, because t hat's what we  
17           built.  We build what we say we are go ing to build.   
18                Going to what's inside the clubho use -- as I  
19           mentioned before, these are actual pho tos of the  
20           clubhouse in the Hudson Preserve, the same one  
21           that's going to be built here in Hudso n Hills.   
22                As you can see, you have exposed beams in the  
23           great room, true wood floors, a place for members of  
24           the community to gather, meet to talk,  with a coffee  
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 1           bar.  You have windows leading out to the pool, and  
 2           it's a truly beautiful building.  The exterior of  
 3           the residential buildings, you can see  these do not  
 4           have the attached garages I talked abo ut, but you  
 5           have private entranceways to each resi dential unit.   
 6                You have oversized windows to let  the light in.   
 7           You have accent rooms.  You have inter esting roof  
 8           lines.   
 9                Going to the interior of the resi dential  
10           building -- there's one more before I get to that.   
11           Lighting, courtyards, private entrance ways.  There,  
12           you can kind of catch somewhat of the roof line  
13           we're trying to create.  Here's the in terior wood  
14           floors in the kitchen, oak cabinets, b reakfast bars  
15           with stools to sit at.  Looking out fr om the  
16           kitchen, you can see here's cathedral ceilings,  
17           14-foot ceilings.   
18                What we're trying to do here is - - see, stand  
19           in the kitchen looking out -- we're tr ying to create  
20           a home that has large fenestration; it 's a place  
21           where if I want to downsize and I don' t want to buy  
22           another home, I don't care what the ot her home is, I  
23           can pick up and I can move into a 1,40 0, 1,500  
24           square foot apartment maintenance-free , yet as  
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 1           quality as you can get.  That's exactl y what we're  
 2           trying to do.  
 3                Before I get to the modified plan  analysis by  
 4           phase, the last issue that was raised based on the  
 5           original plan is the compliance with t he Town  
 6           Comprehensive Plan.  The Comprehensive  Plan calls  
 7           for -- among other things but more spe cifically to  
 8           the proposed Hudson Hills, it calls fo r promoting  
 9           quality multi-family communities where  the utilities  
10           can support it, such as along Route 7.    
11                The Comprehensive Plan also calls  for  
12           specifically encouraging development a long the Route  
13           7 Corridor.  As you can see by the mod ified plan,  
14           we've removed the residential units th at are close  
15           to North Lake to try to pull everythin g in along the  
16           Route 7 Corridor.   
17                The Comprehensive Plan specifical ly calls for  
18           using such development tools as PDDs.  That's what  
19           we're here for tonight.  We are creati ng a Planned  
20           Development District.   
21                And, lastly, the Comprehensive Pl an calls for  
22           promoting natural buffers between prop osed  
23           developments and existing developments .  And it  
24           would be very difficult to go any furt her on a  
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 1           modified plan than to have 85 percent green and,  
 2           when you back it down by phase, 90 and  95 percent  
 3           green to create the buffer that the Co mprehensive  
 4           Plan is calling for.  
 5                Looking at the modified plan anal ysis by phase,  
 6           what we did here, we hit the big issue  -- apart from  
 7           what I talked about, we hit the big is sues that have  
 8           been raised, number of residences, den sity, green  
 9           space, impact on schools and traffic b efore and then  
10           we weight it out by phase, phase one, two and three.   
11                Before I run through these number s, the school  
12           numbers and the traffic numbers, the s chool numbers  
13           that I mentioned are based on Capital District  
14           Regional Planning Commission establish ed figures.   
15           The traffic numbers are also based on established  
16           figures, the Traffic Engineers Institu te.  I hope I  
17           said that right, Tom.  
18                With Hudson Hills being geared to wards empty  
19           nesters and young professionals with r espect to  
20           schools, those are two demographics th at generally  
21           do not have children; and if they do, they certainly  
22           are not in public schools.  It's gener ally an  
23           infant, if that.  So those school figu res will be  
24           even lower based on who we're building  for.   
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 1                Same with traffic.  Those a.m./p. m. hours are  
 2           based on your standard commuter.  The aging baby  
 3           boomers not working traditional hours decreases  
 4           those numbers, but I didn't decrease t hose.  I'm  
 5           showing you just the established numbe r.   
 6                Number of residences, phase one, 248.  Density  
 7           on a 215-acre site is one unit per acr e.  That's  
 8           green space I talked about, 95 percent  green; 48  
 9           school children.  Traffic, I have a.m.  peak at 125  
10           and p.m. peak at 154.   
11                Phase two, 228 units; the density  we did  
12           cumulatively rises to only two unit ac re; still a  
13           90 percent green, 45 students.  The tr affic goes to  
14           115 in the a.m. and 143 trips in the p eak p.m.   
15                Phase three, the final phase, 192  total units,  
16           total of three unit acre on full build out, still  
17           84 percent green, 38 students into the  school  
18           districts, 98 trips a.m., 123 p.m.  Th at is the  
19           impacts by phase.   
20                The last thing I'd like to discus s is I want to  
21           compare the modified plan with two oth er plans and  
22           the impacts of those plans.  I want to  compare the  
23           modified plan with our original plan a s well as a  
24           plan we could build, because apartment s are a  
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 1           permitted use on this parcel as a spec ial use.  If  
 2           we went that route, which we have not done, we would  
 3           not have to go before the Town Board.  We would go  
 4           directly to the ZBA.   
 5                The Comprehensive Plan tells ever yone the  
 6           preferred method of development is thr ough a PDD.   
 7           That way, the Town Board has more cont rol of the  
 8           final development and the public has m ore control  
 9           and input.  So instead of bypassing th e PDD and  
10           going the permitted use as a special u se, we've  
11           chosen to be here.  But I still want t o show you  
12           what could be built in that scenario a nd how much  
13           less our proposed development is.  
14                There, it is, modified, original and permitted  
15           plan as a special use.  What I'm going  to do is just  
16           hit a couple of categories that I have  with respect  
17           to our modified plan.  Number one:  To tal  
18           residences.  The green is the modified  plan.  The  
19           red is our original plan.  The blue is  the permitted  
20           use by special use permit to build apa rtments.   
21                Phase one, we're down here, 248.  Phase one of  
22           the other two is 324.  When you get in to phase two,  
23           we rise up to 475, yet the other two a re at 668.  We  
24           remain below.  Our modified plan at ph ase three  
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 1           rises to 668 and stops.  Our original plan as well  
 2           as what could be done as a permitted u se as a  
 3           special use sits at a little bit less than a  
 4           thousand and those two jump into phase  four.  We  
 5           stop.  We don't go into phase four.  T here's our  
 6           original 1,116.  And the total number of units that  
 7           could be built on this site as a permi tted use as a  
 8           special use is 1,040.  
 9                The next impact we looked at is d ensity; again,  
10           modified, original and permitted by sp ecial use.   
11           This is full build.  Our modified plan  is the lowest  
12           at 3.1.  Our original is at 5.24 and t he permitted  
13           by special is not that far off of our modified, a  
14           little bit under five at 4.84 apartmen t unit per  
15           acre.   
16                The next impact is green space; a gain, modified  
17           versus original versus going a differe nt route and  
18           building as a permitted use by a speci al use permit.   
19           Here we are at full buildout, 84 perce nt.  Our  
20           original is down to 76 total.  And the  permitted use  
21           that could be built is much closer dow n here than it  
22           is to our modified plan at 78 percent green space.   
23                Next, we have our full traffic im pact.  Again,  
24           this is full buildout.  I already went  through the  
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 1           numbers by phase.  Modified, original,  permitted by  
 2           special use.  The blue is the a.m. pea k.  The red is  
 3           the p.m. peak.  Here, the modified jum ps up to the  
 4           original and what we could build as a permitted use  
 5           by special use.  You would have full b uildout and  
 6           a.m. peak of 513 trips and p.m. is a l ittle bit  
 7           under 600.   
 8                Again, in comparison to what we'r e proposing  
 9           today, it's not quite double but it lo oks like about  
10           40 percent.   
11                The next slide shows our final sc hool -- we  
12           went over these numbers.  Again, I'll refer everyone  
13           to the recent Capital District Regiona l Planning  
14           Commission independent study on the st atus of the  
15           school district today and the impact i t would have  
16           if every proposed PDD was built to ful l buildout,  
17           including the Hudson Hills.  So our de velopment was  
18           specifically taken into account in tha t study.   
19                Here's our modified plan.  Here w e are at 131.   
20           Here's our original at 218.  By specia l use, you're  
21           still over 200 students into the distr ict.   
22                Thank you very much.  I appreciat e your time  
23           tonight.  
24                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , Bill.  One  
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 1           thing the Board has done is we talked to a lot of  
 2           the people -- I look around and I see a lot of  
 3           people that talked to me that live on North Lake.   
 4           We got the message.  Concerned about N orth Lake.   
 5           Concerned about the traffic.   
 6                What we've asked the developer to  do to lessen  
 7           the impact when we adjourn tonight, wh enever that  
 8           is -- you know, one disadvantage of th is large room  
 9           is the people way in the back.  You sh ould come up  
10           afterwards and take a look at this lay out.  That's  
11           what we're here for.  We want your inp ut.   
12                But you know, we asked this devel oper to move  
13           everything away from North Lake, take the access  
14           road off of North Lake so the traffic would be less  
15           likely to be there.  I think Mr. Chudn off was not a  
16           happy camper when I suggested that it would be very  
17           easy to drop that piece number three w hich goes to  
18           North Lake and concentrate on the othe r two pieces.   
19                I feel that North Lake -- if Mark  Kestner were  
20           to talk about putting the road there, the first  
21           thing that has to be done there the wa y it was laid  
22           out before, you have to get the bulldo zers in for  
23           sight distance, totally scar that land .  If you look  
24           up through there, it is pretty, the tr ees, the  
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 1           hills.   
 2                One thing I personally -- and I'm  speaking  
 3           personally -- like about Planned Devel opment  
 4           Districts is we can make the developer s move things  
 5           in, compact it and preserve land the w ay it is now.   
 6           It does not financially cost us anythi ng.  We can  
 7           put in a strong conservation easement -- and I'm not  
 8           just talking this project, but I'm tal king with  
 9           PDDs -- so they can't go back in and c hange it and  
10           put houses.   
11                Now, the choice is also to get ba ck -- this is  
12           North Lake.  You can go in there and p ut  
13           single-family houses and maybe that's what you  
14           people want; I don't know -- we're her e to  
15           listen -- and put a road out there.  T hat's a  
16           choice, but we're trying to figure out  how we can  
17           keep the impacts down, how we can keep  some of these  
18           rolling hills, because the developers come, they put  
19           an application in and we legally have to accept it.   
20                We haven't voted on anything.  I got people mad  
21           at me, calling me names.  That's okay.   That's  
22           politics.  For some reason, I enjoy po litics.  But  
23           we haven't voted on anything yet.  So what I'm  
24           saying is what we're trying to accompl ish is we're  
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 1           trying to preserve this and trying to keep the  
 2           landscape and we need your input.   
 3                One thing I'm not sure of, and th e Town  
 4           Attorney is not with us tonight and I' m probably  
 5           speaking out of place -- we got Andy h ere -- but  
 6           when the applicant's talking about per mitted use by  
 7           special use permit, I don't understand  that.  I  
 8           thought the special use permits you ha d to prove  
 9           hardships.   
10                Andy, do you know anything about special use or  
11           use permit?  I may be putting you on t he spot here.   
12           When people say they can do things wit h special use,  
13           I'm not a hundred percent sure that is  true.  But  
14           that's why we have lawyers here.  That 's why people  
15           tell me not to say anything, but I say  it anyway.   
16                What do we mean permitted use und er special  
17           use? 
18                MR. GILCHRIST:  What the applican t is talking  
19           about is under the current Brunswick Z oning Code,  
20           in one of the amendments to that Code -- you must  
21           look not just in the Articles of the C ode itself but  
22           at the end of the Code book.  There we re several  
23           amendments to that Code passed over th e years.   
24           There is a provision in our Town Code that does  
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 1           allow multi-family housing apartments as a permitted  
 2           use in any zone in this town, in any z oning district  
 3           in this town, but subject to special u se permit  
 4           review not by the Town Board but by th e Zoning Board  
 5           of Appeals.   
 6                And there is a calculation that's  used to come  
 7           up with the number of units.  The ZBA would have  
 8           some discretion on reviewing that, but  there is a  
 9           provision in our Code that we all shou ld be aware of  
10           that would allow this application to h ave proceeded  
11           under a special use permit application  in front of  
12           the ZBA. 
13                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Would it be a hardship,  
14           Andy?  You have to think about rate of  return on the  
15           land. 
16                MR. GILCHRIST:  No, it's not, bec ause a  
17           hardship standard -- generally, when y ou're in front  
18           of a ZBA, what you're generally there for is a  
19           variance, either a use or area varianc e.  And with  
20           those types of applications, a propert y owner must  
21           show a hardship that "I'm not able to get a  
22           reasonable economic return" or "I have  undue  
23           difficulty complying with the Code pro visions for  
24           the district in which that property li es."   
 
                                                               36 
 1                So with a standard variance appli cation, you do  
 2           have a hardship standard.  A special u se permit is  
 3           different.  A special use permit appli cation is  
 4           those types of land uses that are perm itted under  
 5           the Code.  You don't need a variance, but the Code  
 6           says, "We want to take a special look at those."   
 7                It's not a standard site plan or subdivision  
 8           layout.  There may be some things asso ciated with  
 9           that use that we want to be careful wi th.  And so  
10           it's called, as the name suggests, a s pecial review,  
11           a special use permit that the Town ide ntifies as  
12           needing some extra attention.   
13                They can be conditioned.  The ZBA  would have  
14           the power to impose conditions.  It wo uld, likewise,  
15           be subject to the same SEQRA review we 're going  
16           through on the PDD, but it's a separat e review.  You  
17           do not have as much flexibility in rev iewing that as  
18           a special use as you do with a Planned  Development  
19           District.   
20                One of the benefits of the PDD as  a planning  
21           tool is it does allow more flexibility  in design and  
22           also appearance, layout, density.  So as a planning  
23           tool, a PDD can be viewed as superior to a special  
24           use permit review.  But it is in our Z oning Code.   
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 1           There's a provision there that would a llow this type  
 2           of multi-family housing in any distric t in the town  
 3           but subject to a special use permit re view by the  
 4           ZBA. 
 5                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , sir.  I just  
 6           want to make sure I understood that, t oo.  All  
 7           right.  I think at this point in time,  we can open  
 8           this to the public for comment.  I nee d to have you  
 9           come up in front, state your name and your address,  
10           please, for the Town Clerk.  And as I mentioned,  
11           we're here to get information.  We're here to hear  
12           your concerns.  We're here, you know, whether we're  
13           going in the right direction on this o r whether you  
14           don't want anything at all.  We're her e to listen.   
15           That's what we're here for.   
16                Would anybody like to come up and  get started?   
17           The mike is open.  
18                MR. FIVEL:  My name is Norman Fiv el.  I  
19           live on Wilrose Lane.  One of the thin gs I didn't  
20           hear discussed by Mr. Hoblock is what happens to  
21           Route 7 and Best Road?  We had an orig inal proposal  
22           for 1,116 units with two access points , one being  
23           Best Road, Route 7; the other North La ke Avenue.   
24                Now, we have 668 units, which is some 60  
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 1           percent of the original project, and o ne of those  
 2           two access points has been eliminated and that's  
 3           great, but now, the only access point is from Route  
 4           7 to Best Road.  All the traffic will be using Route  
 5           7.   
 6                I understand there will be a traf fic light  
 7           that's proposed at the bottom of Best Road on to  
 8           Route 7.  That's all we need is more t raffic lights  
 9           on Route 7 to further congest traffic.    
10                My understanding also is that the  developer is  
11           proposing that there will be one autom obile per  
12           unit.  One automobile per unit.  And t he reason they  
13           give is that this is going to be marke ted to empty  
14           nesters.  Well, I'm an empty nester.  My wife and I  
15           both have cars.  People across the str eet from me  
16           are empty nesters and they both have c ars.   
17                One of the problems with the empt y nester  
18           concept is as much as you might want t o market to  
19           empty nesters, there is no legal way t o limit the  
20           sale of any of these units to empty ne sters.  It  
21           cannot be done legally.  If a family w ith children  
22           wants to rent one of these units, not only will a  
23           developer welcome them but they have t o.   
24                We need to see some authority for  this one  
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 1           automobile per unit concept, because R oute 7 is a  
 2           nightmare now and to add this number o f cars in a  
 3           realistic sense is going to further ex acerbate the  
 4           nightmare.   
 5                The developer needs to do a reali stic traffic  
 6           study with realistic numbers in terms of how many  
 7           cars per unit are likely to be using t his  
 8           development.   
 9                There is another issue.  The deve loper  
10           originally proposed 1,116 units.  Ther e was a  
11           hearing on August 3rd.  Most of the co mments, if not  
12           all, were anti that development.  At t he December  
13           Town Board meeting, a representative o f the  
14           developer came before the Board and sa id they had  
15           modified the proposal.  They were redu cing the  
16           number of units to 668.   
17                To my knowledge, that is the firs t public  
18           announcement of the reduction in the n umber of  
19           units.  But then there is a Draft Envi ronmental  
20           Impact Statement for another developme nt which is  
21           the Highland Creek project, which has a traffic  
22           study dated September 22nd, 2005.  Tha t traffic  
23           study contains an analysis of traffic impact with  
24           the projection of 668 units in the Hud son Hills  
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 1           project.   
 2                Somehow, the Highland Creek devel oper knew some  
 3           three or four months before the rest o f us that this  
 4           project was going to be reduced to 668  units.  It 
 5           raises two disturbing issues at least in my mind.   
 6                One is:  What was the original in tent of the  
 7           developer for Hudson Hills?  Was it re ally 1,116 or  
 8           was it really 668?  Was this just a pl oy to put out  
 9           the outrageous number of units and the n look like  
10           you're settling and compromising by re ducing it to  
11           668?   
12                (Applause.)  
13                MR. FIVEL:  This is like a revers e bait and  
14           switch routine.  They are trying to ma nipulate the  
15           residents of this Town and this Board.   They want to  
16           appear to appease us country bumkins b y aiming high  
17           and then reducing it to what they orig inally  
18           intended, and I think that's a fair as sumption.   
19                The second issue, which is also d isturbing, is:   
20           How did the developer in the Highland Creek project  
21           know the number of units had been redu ced at least  
22           three, if not more, months before the rest of us?   
23                Maybe there is an answer.  Maybe there's an  
24           explanation.  I'd like to hear it.  Th ank you.  
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 1                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , Norm.   
 2                (Applause.) 
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Norm's a country bumkin  
 4           that happens to be an attorney.  That' s a good  
 5           combination.   
 6                Bill, I'm jumping in here, but wh en you came to  
 7           make the presentation to the Board, th ere was a  
 8           lesser number on this project.  Do you  want to grab  
 9           that mike? 
10                MR. HOBLOCK:  Both developments h ave the same  
11           traffic engineer.  Creighton Manning i s the  
12           preeminent traffic engineering firm in  the area and  
13           most developers use them or a select f ew.  It takes  
14           a long time to go from this to this.  It wasn't  
15           something we did overnight.   
16                So we worked with all our indepen dent  
17           consultants, our engineers, our archit ects and our  
18           traffic engineers, to work over a six- month period  
19           to slowly reduce and modify this devel opment to  
20           where we are today.   
21                So it's actually a simple explana tion.  It's  
22           the same traffic engineer on both jobs . 
23                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  You were at the Town  
24           Board two months ago? 
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 1                MR. HOBLOCK:  We were there in De cember.  I  
 2           don't think we were there in November.  
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  The Decem ber meeting. 
 4                MR. HOBLOCK:  Yeah. 
 5                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  And at th at point, you  
 6           made a presentation about a lesser num ber. 
 7                MR. HOBLOCK:  Correct.  But that' s the answer.  
 8                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Okay.  Ne xt.   
 9                Anybody else?  
10                MS. FORSTER:  I'm Donna Forster.  I live on  
11           McChesney Avenue Extension.  Andy, wit h your pardon,  
12           I'm a pack rat so I bring the zoning o rdinance.   
13           Under special use permits, there are v ery detailed  
14           criteria, three of which I have highli ghted once  
15           before.  It says it should be shown th at it's  
16           necessary for the public health or gen eral interest  
17           or welfare.  That's C, number one.   
18                Number four is the neighborhood c haracter and  
19           surrounding property values are reason ably  
20           safeguarded. That's C, number four.   
21                Number five is that it not cause undue traffic  
22           congestion or create a traffic hazard.    
23                And there's about 10 all together .  So I mean,  
24           there are public criteria that are a l ittle bit more  
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 1           explicit, certainly more explicit than  when you read  
 2           the PDD section.  That's all I have to  say on that.   
 3                A couple things that I want to ta lk about.  We  
 4           have been talking about the schools.  I was the one  
 5           at the first hearing that discussed th e schools.   
 6           Obviously, there's been the student en rollment  
 7           survey that's been in the paper a lot.   It's 27  
 8           pages.  For those of you who haven't s een it, it's  
 9           very readable and it presents three sc enarios.   
10                Unfortunately, in the papers, the y seem to only  
11           cover the first, so I want to give you  some  
12           information.  Current enrollment in Br ittonkill  
13           right now is 1,383.  The first scenari o that got  
14           quoted shows that in 2010, if none of these PDDs  
15           were voted through or they didn't happ en, for  
16           whatever reason, school enrollment bas ed on live  
17           births would go down to 1,357.  So a d ramatic  
18           decrease, really, is less than 30 that  they talk  
19           about; 1,383 now, 1,357 without consid ering any new  
20           development.   
21                They did a second scenario credit ing the  
22           presence of empty nesters and with all  the PDDs  
23           considered, it went to 1,502.  Now, th ey didn't try  
24           to predict about any other development s such as the  
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 1           land that was sold by Duncan, because he's not on  
 2           the books.  They dealt with real figur es.   
 3                The third scenario said empty nes ters don't  
 4           materialize, PDDs do go through, but m ore families  
 5           buy and it gets up to 1,596.   
 6                Now, I'm not going to try to inte rpret those  
 7           figures.  We know the State Department  of Education  
 8           came out with an analysis of the squar e footage for  
 9           Tamarac that is 2,200.  That was befor e they  
10           consider capital building, but still, it would be a  
11           direct impact.  That's 200 more with o ther  
12           developments coming.   
13                And they list that they didn't co nsider  
14           families moving into current housing.  You know, say  
15           a retired neighbor moves to North Caro lina and four  
16           children move in.  They couldn't count  those.  They  
17           admit that in counting live births in Brunswick,  
18           it's hard because of our zip code; it blends with  
19           Troy -- the census has a problem -- an d other future  
20           developments. 
21                Now, I don't want to try to inter pret that, but  
22           I want to ask the Board:  Has the meet ing been set,  
23           the public meeting, that will include the Board and  
24           Brittonkill Board of Education?  Becau se that's what  
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 1           I think we all need to go to get infor mation about  
 2           how this will really impact us. 
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Last Thur sday,  
 4           I -- I've been talking to the presiden t of the  
 5           school board.  We both want to get tog ether.  I  
 6           asked my secretary last Thursday to se t the meeting  
 7           up.  I said call on Monday, but I didn 't realize  
 8           Monday was a holiday.  So I talked to her today and  
 9           she did not make that phone call yet, but it will be  
10           set up in the real near future.  It wi ll be done.   
11                When I talked to Debbie, she sugg ested Thursday  
12           night.  I think the school board meets  like every  
13           Thursday night.  So we wanted to do a Thursday  
14           night.  It will be an open forum 
15                MS. FORSTER:  Right.  How will we  know about  
16           it?  How will we be informed? 
17                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We will p ut it on our  
18           web site.  I don't think there's much that you don't  
19           know.  What I'm saying is I can get yo u that.  I'll  
20           make a phone call.  I'll call you pers onally, Becky  
21           or somebody. 
22                MS. FORSTER:  I think, obviously,  there will  
23           be some impact in terms of budget, mor e people,  
24           class size, quality.  I mean, there's a lot of  
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 1           issues and I have some questions and I  think people  
 2           would like to know firsthand more than  just me. 
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Yes.   
 4                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  We'll put it o n the school  
 5           web site and the Town web site. 
 6                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Yes.  I m ean, we can  
 7           put it in the paper, whatever.  We had  a  
 8           presentation and I was sorry that you weren't at the  
 9           Town Board meeting, because you've bee n to the ones  
10           before.  I was praying.  I said I hope  you're here  
11           or Becky or somebody, because that gen tleman came to  
12           district, made a presentation and, boy , that would  
13           have been the ideal time to corner tha t guy.  We  
14           kept trying to come up with questions.   But we'll  
15           try to get that dialogue open. 
16                MS. FORSTER:  I think there's a l ot of general  
17           public interest in that meeting, not j ust myself. 
18                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I'm not s aying that.   
19           I'm interested.  I don't want to build  a new school. 
20                MS. FORSTER:  We went to school h ere.  We  
21           don't want to -- 
22                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Yes, I un derstand that.  
23                MS. FORSTER:  The second thing th at I wanted  
24           to go through is I wanted to start wit h -- again, as  
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 1           a resident here, traffic just hits me hard.  Route 7  
 2           is still very limited.  I don't think many people in  
 3           the town feel like there's any real im provement;  
 4           some, a little.  But at peak hours, it 's unusable.   
 5           You avoid it.  We certainly don't shop  as much right  
 6           now and, of course, we've all talked a t the last  
 7           meeting that the spillover traffic is terrible.   
 8                It got very bad at the beginning of the  
 9           construction and it really hasn't impr oved or  
10           changed since the construction complet ed.   
11                And you talk, Phil -- I took some thing out of  
12           the paper -- that "We, on the Board, t ake our town  
13           and our jobs very seriously.  What we will do, as we 
14           have done in the past, is to look into  every aspect  
15           of each project and assess its full im pact on the  
16           future of Brunswick."   
17                Now, I feel in many ways you're s aying what so  
18           many citizens have been saying.  We ne ed cumulative  
19           planning.  Many of us would like to se e the Board  
20           with this many projects on board reall y to -- quite  
21           honestly, in the November meeting, you  announced  
22           there would be $75,000 for a zoning ex pert to come  
23           in and re-draw the zoning map after th ese projects  
24           are approved or denied.   
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 1                Why wouldn't you want $75,000 to really come up  
 2           with real numbers for us in the Town f or traffic,  
 3           for costs for infrastructure for the e ffects on  
 4           neighborhoods?   
 5                I think most of us know that when  we talk about  
 6           the traffic, it's impacting our neighb orhood.  It's  
 7           not impacting only our driving but our  ability to  
 8           walk within reasonable areas.  I used to walk to the  
 9           library all the time.  Now, I have to think twice  
10           about it.  And many others think twice  about it or  
11           don't do it, because they don't feel s ecure.   
12                I feel we need a planner to come in and get  
13           ahead of any problems.  Once it's done , we can't  
14           reverse it.  And those of us who are c ommitted here  
15           really don't want to see us lose our t own.   
16                Also, consider the planning with tax  
17           assessments.  How much is it going to cost the Town  
18           to maintain new roads, sewers, water d istricts,  
19           stormwater management, et cetera?   
20                Now, during election, one of the platforms was  
21           that town government is very stable, t axes, et  
22           cetera, and I don't think people quarr eled with  
23           that.  But, now, we're hearing, "Well,  we need  
24           growth, we need more taxes."   
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 1                I'm asking you if it's not broken , don't fix  
 2           it.  We have a stable environment.  To o many  
 3           corporations and other groups have got ten caught up  
 4           in growing so fast that they lose thei r stability  
 5           and they lose their integrity.  And fo r a  
 6           corporation, it often means going into  bankruptcy or  
 7           impacting citizens of the town.   
 8                So that's what I'd like to say.  Thank you.  
 9                (Applause.) 
10                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I don't w ant to drift  
11           very far.  I mean, we're here tonight to get input  
12           on this project.  I know there's a who le policy  
13           issue and, you know, Town Board meetin gs would be a  
14           great place to ask a lot of those ques tions.  I did  
15           receive a letter, as you probably know , from Becky  
16           asking to explain who's going to revie w this, what  
17           about a planner and I will respond to that in  
18           writing.  I just received it.   
19                Andy, am I wrong here?  I mean, I  don't want to  
20           drift a little bit here, but do we wan t to -- 
21                MS. FORSTER:  Could I say one thi ng, though?   
22           These projects were -- we're asking ab out the  
23           impacts, financial impact, the traffic  impact, the  
24           impact on the schools.  So I myself fe el they're  
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 1           directly related to these projects and  -- 
 2                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I just wa nt to make  
 3           sure that that's what we're doing here .  I want to  
 4           make sure.  You got questions and issu es.  There's  
 5           more lawyers in this room and I just w ant to make  
 6           sure we're doing this right.  That's t he problem.   
 7           Thank you.  
 8                MR. MESKOSKEY:  I'm Pete Meskoske y,  
 9           M-E-S-K-O-S-K-E-Y, 168 Town Office Roa d.  I have a  
10           question for the Board.  I actually ha ve a question  
11           for everyone.   
12                Who is the person that is the tra ffic person  
13           here?  Nice to meet you.  I would love  to sit down  
14           and probably a group of people would l ove to sit  
15           down and talk to you.   
16                Has the Board noticed that every developer  
17           that's in here, every traffic study, w e question why  
18           don't they see what we see every day w hen we drive?   
19           I know they got numbers and I know the y have  
20           systems.   
21                Does everybody in here see traffi c problems in  
22           Brunswick?  Raise your hand.   
23                (Applause.)  
24                MR. MESKOSKEY:  The Board:  Are t here traffic  
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 1           problems in Brunswick?  Okay.  I know you know.   
 2           Okay.  You don't have to say. 
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Wait a mi nute now.   
 4                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  We're not here  to -- 
 5                MR. MESKOSKEY:  I understand that .  I'm trying  
 6           to make a point.   
 7                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  Pete, we're no t here to  
 8           vote.  We're here to listen.  You know , we've been  
 9           through this before.  We can't vote on  this project  
10           before the time comes. 
11                MR. MESKOSKEY:  I'm not asking th at you vote on  
12           the project.  All I'm saying is have y ou noticed  
13           that every developer that comes in her e, every  
14           traffic study, that they don't see wha t we see every  
15           day when we drive down the road?  And that's my  
16           point, my only point.   
17                The other thing, Andy, this is th e same DEIS  
18           that came in in August; correct? 
19                MR. GILCHRIST:  That's correct. 
20                MR. MESKOSKEY:  The reason that w e don't have  
21           the new DEIS is they're all Prago.  It 's already  
22           in there, the reduced numbers.  Correc t? 
23                MR. GILCHRIST:  If we're going to  use Prago  
24           analogies, I gotta respond to that.  I n the DEIS  
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 1           document, the original 1,116 units wer e analyzed.   
 2           There's a section in that document and  the SEQRA  
 3           regulations require an applicant to lo ok at  
 4           reasonable alternatives, identify and analyze each  
 5           of the issues.  It has done so for the  original  
 6           proposal under the alternatives.   
 7                In this DEIS, there is an analysi s of a reduced  
 8           number of units, yes.  It is 668 and i t did look at  
 9           traffic issues and density issues and open space  
10           issues.   
11                So when you say it's in there, it  is in there,  
12           but it's analyzed as an alternative to  the  
13           originally proposed project. 
14                MR. MESKOSKEY:  Okay.  Thank you.   That  
15           explains it.  I want the Board to noti ce that while  
16           the presentation's a very good present ation, all the  
17           issues in the original DEIS have not b een answered  
18           yet.  Everything magically appears to be very good  
19           as in all the PDDs when we talk to the se people.  So  
20           I want you to take a look at that.  Ta ke a hard,  
21           strong look at that.  I ask you to hol d this public  
22           hearing open and, once again, we need to study the  
23           cumulative effect of all these project s.  Thank you.   
24                (Applause.) 
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 1                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Norm, I'm  sitting up  
 2           here and it does bother me when you fi rst came  
 3           up -- I know I shouldn't comment, but that was a  
 4           pretty good shot at me tonight about t his Highland  
 5           Creek and Capital District, the number  three months  
 6           ago.  Trust me, Highland Creek, I have n't even seen  
 7           the -- my brother's handling that.  I have two  
 8           attorneys, one here.  The Town is scar ed to death 
 9           with me involved.  I get up and leave.   I didn't  
10           have a clue if it was in the paper and  it was clear  
11           for me -- and the lawyer told me not t o say  
12           anything, but I did.  I told that gent leman, "You're  
13           not getting 1,200 apartments.  You're not getting  
14           that."   
15                So what happened was, you know, t he numbers  
16           came down.  I did not know of a 668 --  did you say  
17           three months ago? -- and what I just h eard now,  
18           which I did not know they got the same  traffic  
19           consultant.  But I don't want people h ere to think  
20           that -- are you trying to say that I'm  trying to  
21           jockey these two things, Norm?  
22                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  It's just  driving me  
23           crazy, to be honest.  It means a lot t o me. 
24                MR. FIVEL:  I don't know where yo u got that  
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 1           from, Phil, because I pointed my comme nts at the  
 2           developer.  
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Okay. 
 4                MR. FIVEL:  My understanding is t hat you're  
 5           not the developer. 
 6                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  That's wh at I'd like to  
 7           get on the record, because it's not Ph il and Ken  
 8           Herrington's project.  I'm not the dev eloper.  I  
 9           appreciate that.   
10                You're wondering where it came fr om.  We got  
11           that answer, the same traffic people.   
12                One thing -- I'm wandering here, but trust me,  
13           my dad brought us up to be honest.  Fa rmers are  
14           honest.  So that just means a lot to m e.  So if  
15           there's any question, I appreciate tha t, but I  
16           didn't know this number.  I just want to set that  
17           record straight.  
18                MR. O'HERN:  My name is Rick O'He rn.  I live  
19           on Dunham Road, Grafton.  I pay Brunsw ick school  
20           taxes.  Until about six months ago, I owned a house  
21           on Keyes Lane, which is just up from B est Road and  
22           right at the site of the first couple meetings.   
23                I bought that house from my siste r about four  
24           years ago and I rented it out and I re cently sold it  
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 1           because of the traffic problems on Rou te 7.  I felt  
 2           as though it was becoming an undesirab le area.   
 3                I've got a bit of a personal -- w e talk a lot  
 4           about traffic problems.  A lot of it's  hypothetical,  
 5           what if's.  I've got a personal situat ion there.   
 6           It's a little difficult.  I may stumbl e through it,  
 7           but this is real; this happened.   
 8                My sister who I bought the house from married  
 9           my best friend, grew up on Keyes Lane and they have  
10           three small kids.  And in October of 1 989, he was  
11           cutting a tree in the backyard and the  top of the  
12           tree fell down and landed on him.  The y called an  
13           ambulance.  It was October 9th.  It wa s leaf season. 
14           The traffic was backed up from Sycaway  well past  
15           Capital Tractor.  They were bumper to bumper.   
16                The ambulance was in emergency mo de with lights  
17           on and sirens flashing.  And many time s, the driver  
18           afterwards stated, he was at a complet e stop.  The  
19           cars could not pull to the side becaus e they were so  
20           close.  They couldn't make access.  He  died in the  
21           yard before the ambulance came.   
22                He may have died whether the ambu lance got  
23           there quickly or not, but the fact is there was a 
24           traffic problem in 1989 and traffic ha s grown.  The  
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 1           Route 7 project really hasn't helped.  The growth  
 2           has made the traffic worse.  And that' s a real  
 3           situation.  Things like that happen.  It doesn't  
 4           happen often.  We speak a lot in hypot heticals, the  
 5           what if's when we do the traffic studi es.   
 6                Now, I also know because -- my wi fe called me  
 7           at the time when I worked at Clemente Concrete in  
 8           Troy and my wife called me.  She said,  "Scott's got  
 9           a tree on him.  He's in the yard.  He' s in bad  
10           shape.  He needs help."  I live in the  woods.  I cut  
11           a lot of wood.   
12                I went out there myself in emerge ncy mode  
13           thinking I was going to help him.  I e ncountered the  
14           same thing.  People couldn't move out of my way.  I  
15           was on the shoulder.  I was between ca rs on the  
16           yellow line.  I even went as far as on e point to  
17           cross both lanes running on the should er on the left  
18           side thinking I'm going to save his li fe.  It took  
19           me -- what should have been 15 minutes  took me 40  
20           minutes to get there.  So we do have a  real traffic  
21           problem and I wanted to put that on th e record.   
22                And I know this is getting off th e subject of  
23           the traffic, but I did send an e-mail to Phil; I  
24           hope you read it.  I'm just drawing a correlation  
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 1           here.  I work for Clemente Concrete an d I see  
 2           there's Carl Clemente on the Board.  I  asked Phil  
 3           because there was no link that I could  contact -- I 
 4           don't know whether Clemente himself is  on the web  
 5           site.  I wanted to send him an e-mail.    
 6                I was just curious if Mr. Clement e is  
 7           affiliated at all with Clemente Concre te, Bonding  
 8           Concrete, or any mining or constructio n company.  I  
 9           don't know.  Can you answer that? 
10                COUNCILMAN CLEMENTE:  The only on e I'm  
11           affiliated with is Bonding Concrete.  It's  
12           not owned by any of the companies you work for. 
13                MR. O'HERN:  I know it's not owne d by any of  
14           the companies.  No doubt, these five p rojects or  
15           whatever's on the board, between concr ete and  
16           aggregates, there's a million dollars worth of  
17           business there.  Okay?  I was just won dering how you  
18           can fairly vote supporting the people when you've  
19           got the possibility of making hundreds  of thousands  
20           of dollars.  And I know all the busine ss won't go to  
21           Bonding Concrete -- 
22                COUNCILMAN CLEMENTE:  I hope you know that,  
23           because we're the only family-owned bu siness left in  
24           the area, kind of like the Herrington farms.  They  
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 1           bought up all the companies but oursel ves, because  
 2           my brothers and myself wouldn't -- 
 3                MR. O'HERN:  I know. 
 4                COUNCILMAN CLEMENTE:  Well, it's another  
 5           personal shot just like the last guy, if that's the  
 6           best you can do.  I've never worked wi th this man.   
 7           I was on the Board when Walmart came h ere.  I never  
 8           heard a thing from Walmart.  The only thing this job  
 9           has ever done to me is probably hurt m e in my  
10           business.   
11                I do this.  I love to do this.  I 've never  
12           taken a cent of pay.  I've donated par ks; you know,  
13           name it, I've done it in this town.  F or you to come  
14           out of Grafton with a cheap shot like that, go on  
15           back to Grafton. 
16                MR. O'HERN:  It's not a cheap sho t. 
17                COUNCILMAN CLEMENTE:  It is a che ap shot.  I do  
18           take it personal. 
19                MR. O'HERN:  I asked how you coul d fairly -- 
20                COUNCILMAN CLEMENTE:  I can.  I'm  an  
21           intelligent person. 
22                MR. O'HERN:  -- when there's a po ssibility of  
23           making a lot of money. 
24                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We are ge tting a  
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 1           little -- you made your point.  It's o n the record. 
 2                MR. O'HERN:  Did you get my e-mai l?   
 3                COUNCILMAN CLEMENTE:  You can e-m ail  
 4           BondingConcrete.com any time you want.  
 5                MR. O'HERN:  I directed that e-ma il to Phil.  I  
 6           did not get a response.  I would not h ave brought it  
 7           up.  There's no doubt money's to be ma de on concrete  
 8           and aggregates. 
 9                COUNCILMAN CLEMENTE:  Hopefully, you'll keep  
10           having a job.  You're driving for a co ncrete  
11           company. 
12                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I read th e paper that  
13           my salary at this job is $23,000 -- 
14                MR. O'HERN:  Wait.  Now, we're ta lking cheap  
15           shots. 
16                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Okay.  Co me on.  
17                MR. O'HERN:  Now, he's saying whe ther I have a  
18           job or not. 
19                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We're her e to talk  
20           about -- this is the problem.  I do ge t a lot of  
21           e-mails.  I get a lot of letters -- li sten to me,  
22           please -- from a lot of senior citizen s that said,  
23           "I come to these --" I'll show them to  you "-- I  
24           come to these public hearings.  I want  to say  
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 1           something, however, there's a lot of l awyers,  
 2           there's a lot of professors and a lot of animosity.   
 3           I want to get up and say something, bu t they laugh,  
 4           they clap."   
 5                You're not doing yourself justice , people.  You  
 6           want to keep an open mind.  These peop le were afraid  
 7           to get up and say something.  That's n ot what this  
 8           is about.  That's true.  I'll show you  those  
 9           e-mails.  Don't laugh and clap.  You'r e smart.   
10           Brunswick needs to work together, but you're getting  
11           the wrong image.  People are afraid to  get up and  
12           talk.   
13                MR. CHUDNOFF:  My name is Marvin Chudnoff.  I  
14           promised myself I would remain mute du ring this 
15           since, in fact, this is an opportunity  for the  
16           townspeople to submit their questions and we will  
17           respond to the townspeople's questions .  But there's  
18           some degeneration going on here and I don't want to  
19           sit idly by as we see it.   
20                You know, life has got a lot of p ushes and  
21           pulls and sometimes you're damned if y ou do and  
22           you're damned if you don't as a develo per, which is  
23           akin to Atilla the Hun to a lot of peo ple.   
24                I will tell you I've been in this  community for  
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 1           40 years.  I am a member of this commu nity.  I have  
 2           a farm 25 miles south of here.  I love  this entire  
 3           area.  I'm not such a sectionalist tha t I just love  
 4           Brunswick.  I love the entire Capital District.  I  
 5           love the Adirondack mountains.  I love  the Catskill  
 6           mountains.   
 7                I'm a member of the community.  I  buy milk and  
 8           I wouldn't be a bit surprised if some of it comes  
 9           from Herrington's farms.  I never met Carl Clemente  
10           in my life.  I'm one of the largest de velopers in  
11           not only this area but in the State of  New York.  I  
12           never met him in my life.  I said hell o to him today  
13           for the first time just to be polite.   
14                To the best of my knowledge, I do n't think I  
15           ever bought any concrete from you.  I tell you I  
16           never will buy concrete from him or an ybody else  
17           who's not the cheapest and the best su pplier,  
18           because I'm a businessman.   
19                But if I'm a member of this commu nity, as you  
20           are a member, guess what?  I'm going t o buy paper  
21           supplies from you.  I'm going to buy o il from you.   
22           I'm going to buy tuners from you.  I'm  going to do  
23           business with the people in this commu nity.   
24                Don't attack your own people.  If  you don't  
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 1           like what we want to do, if you don't think it  
 2           stands on its own merits, God bless yo u, challenge  
 3           us.  We'll respond.  But don't take pi eces from each  
 4           one of yourselves.  That's it.  Thank you.  
 5                (Applause.) 
 6                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  One thing  we have  
 7           done -- I was concerned about the ambu lance  
 8           response.  I knew Scott.  We've had ti mes when  
 9           an ambulance response to this school t ook 20 minutes  
10           because they're in Albany.  And, you k now, we have  
11           got ambulances in the Town of Brunswic k.  One of the  
12           proudest things that I and the Town Bo ard have done  
13           is stationed on the hill right up here  on  
14           278 -- there was an incident here last  year.  We got  
15           a call from the superintendent -- two- minute  
16           response time from there down.   
17                An ambulance out in the country i s a problem.   
18           I know Route 7 is a concern.  It's bee n worked on  
19           and I understand that.  Ambulances sca re me, but I  
20           think we're in better shape right now.   I understand  
21           what you're saying.  I feel good about  the  
22           ambulances.   
23                Sorry, Becky.  
24                MS. KAISER:  Rebecca Kaiser, 398 Monday lawn  
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 1           Road.  I heard my name mentioned like four or five  
 2           times tonight and I didn't even get up  here yet, but  
 3           that's who Phil was talking about when  he said  
 4           Becky.  That was me, Rebecca Kaiser.   
 5                Anyway, this is a very strange me eting, I  
 6           think, a bit different than any of the  others we  
 7           ever had.  One thing I want to clarify  is Brunswick  
 8           Smart Growth, like, everybody you see in here is not  
 9           a member of Brunswick Smart Growth.  I  know some of  
10           the people in here and, you know, they  are members. 
11           There are many, many people here I don 't know, that  
12           I've never seen before.  So just assum ing when  
13           someone comes up to say anything at al l that they're  
14           a member of Brunswick Smart Growth, th at's not the  
15           way it is. 
16                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I knew tw o or three of  
17           the gentlemen were, Norm and Peter and  Donna.   
18           They're all members.  So I'm sorry.  E veryone that I  
19           saw I thought -- 
20                MS. KAISER:  I have a suggestion,  not that it's  
21           my place to make a suggestion, but the  same things  
22           seem to be loose right now.  My unders tanding about  
23           what this meeting is for is to receive  comments from  
24           the public.  And I'm not criticizing y ou, Phil.  I'm  
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 1           saying if you look past through the tr anscripts like  
 2           when Mr. Poleto, Pat, was chairing the  meeting for  
 3           Highland Creek, I swear to God if Pat said more than  
 4           "next" between people, it was a lot.  "Next.  Who's  
 5           next?  Anybody?"   
 6                And so if you do it that way, the n people don't  
 7           get into this awful negative adversari al thing. 
 8                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I didn't mean to fire  
 9           up Mr. Goyer, if that's what you -- 
10                MS. KAISER:  I'm not.  I'm just s aying, you  
11           know -- 
12                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Okay.  Th ank you.   
13                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  Becky, because  there's been  
14           so much misinformation over the past s ix months, at  
15           some point, the Board feels as though they have to  
16           respond. 
17                MS. KAISER:  Okay.   
18                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  And that's whe n "next"  
19           doesn't work anymore.  Meeting after m eeting, this  
20           thing is unraveling.  We get the same wrong  
21           comments.  And if people who are here for the first  
22           time think, "Gee, one of the comments that was made  
23           over and over if just 200 more kids co me in, we  
24           gotta build a new school, we've got a school board  
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 1           member saying that," it's clearly not true.   
 2                But for people who sat in that au dience, "Oh,  
 3           my God, 200 more kids, and there's goi ng to be a  
 4           $40 million project," which was clearl y not true.   
 5           And the person who said it knew it was n't true.   
 6                So at some point in time, you hav e to say, you  
 7           know, let's get the information straig ht and I think  
 8           that's what's happened here tonight fr om my  
 9           perspective.  The people here for the first time  
10           need to know this.   
11                And I'm neutral on these, believe  it or not.  I  
12           think the information should be correc t.  I don't  
13           think the information should be wrong.  
14                MS. KAISER:  I agree 100 percent.    
15                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  I don't think you do. 
16                MS. KAISER:  Why am I -- 
17                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Okay.  Yo ur point's  
18           running tighter.  That's the way I am.   I talk.  I  
19           just talk.  Everybody knows me.  I'm b orn and raised  
20           here and I talk.  That's what I do.   
21                Let's get back to the meeting and  your point,  
22           Becky. 
23                MS. KAISER:  That came directly f rom Theresa  
24           Snyder. 
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 1                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  We have the re port from -- 
 2                MS. FORSTER:  Just one comment.  That comment  
 3           was in the Highland Creek DEIS.  It wa s the exact  
 4           same comment she said to me that 1,600  was maximum  
 5           capacity.  Look in the Highland Creek DEIS.   
 6                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  After that mee ting,  
 7           Councilwoman Abrams and I had a meetin g with some  
 8           people in the school.  We broached tha t subject of  
 9           building a school.  They said absolute ly not.  Then,  
10           they said they'd let us know that the -- the present  
11           kindergarten class is 79.  It's going to go down  
12           from over this to a low of 72, declini ng enrollment.   
13                The estimated numbers are 2,215.  Those aren't  
14           new numbers.  Those numbers were proje cted way  
15           back -- was it 2000?  Those numbers we re projected  
16           back in 2000.   
17                MS. FORSTER:  Well -- 
18                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Let's get  back.   
19                MS. FORSTER:  Can I just say that  what I said  
20           I ran through Theresa Snyder.  She sai d it was okay.   
21           I was not making up numbers.  I talked  to her and  
22           she repeated those numbers in the High land Creek  
23           DEIS.  That's all I can say. 
24                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Becky, go  ahead.  Do  
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 1           you have a point here? 
 2                MS. KAISER:  Yeah, just a short o ne.  I guess  
 3           maybe this is dialogue. 
 4                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Dialogue is good.   
 5           That's what I do. 
 6                MS. KAISER:  I'll read my paragra ph, just what  
 7           I wanted to say.  Although it's been s limmed down  
 8           and modified, I still don't think this  project is  
 9           appropriate for Brunswick.  Its benefi ts to the Town  
10           will be slight.  There's been no evide nce presented  
11           to show that a substantial market exis ts for empty  
12           nesters, which I think the new phrase is aging baby  
13           boomers, especially when two other pro posed PDD  
14           projects are targeting the same group.    
15                And let's not be so naive as to t hink this  
16           smaller proposal is some kind of goodw ill compromise  
17           on Mr. Chudnoff's part.  It's just an alternative  
18           that fits within a certain profit marg in.  We have  
19           no obligation to Mr. Chudnoff.  What w e do have an  
20           obligation to is to protect the charac ter of our  
21           town.  Brunswick has an established ra te of growth  
22           which is conservative and sustainable and I think  
23           development should be planned for Brun swick that  
24           doesn't stray too far from that.  Than k you.  That's  
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 1           all I want to say. 
 2                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .   
 3                (Applause.)   
 4                COUNCILMAN POLETO:  Next. 
 5                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Next.  
 6                MS. HAYNES:  My name is Susan Hay nes at 11  
 7           Westlane Road and I, too, am very conc erned about  
 8           cumulative impact.  If one just takes a look at the  
 9           development that's scheduled for near Oakwood Avenue  
10           and then this development and then Hig hland Creek,  
11           they're all not that very far from one  another and I  
12           am not convinced that we're really bor rowing an  
13           incredible amount of congestion for ou r area.  And  
14           the temptation for people to start cut ting through  
15           on roads -- I really still have troubl e in my mind  
16           imagining that if Route 7 is totally c ongested that  
17           people are going to not look for cut-t hroughs and  
18           they get down to say Burdett Avenue an d it's very  
19           easy to cut up through Freer Park at t hat point or  
20           North Lake and go the back way.   
21                And I really just don't see how - - just because  
22           we don't have an access on to North La ke, I don't  
23           really see that that means that there won't be  
24           people still using that Liberty Road, whatever they  



                                                               69 
 1           can do, to shorten that commute time, because it's  
 2           not necessarily the mileage.  It's tim e spent in the  
 3           car.  And if I have 45 minutes on -- a nd it's taken  
 4           me -- and I only live two miles from P rice Chopper.   
 5           It's taken me over a half hour at time s to get to  
 6           Price Chopper and I want to bang my he ad for even  
 7           thinking of going.   
 8                Sometimes just going around the b ack way is a  
 9           whole lot shorter.  And I really think  that we have  
10           to take a look at the cumulative impac t of all these  
11           projects instead of naively assuming t hat we can  
12           look at them individually, because the y're not going  
13           to affect us individually.  They're go ing to affect  
14           us totally. 
15                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , Susan.   
16                (Applause.)  
17                MR. TKACIK:  My name is Jim Tkaci k,  
18           T-K-A-C-I-K, 387 Brunswick Road, next to Welch's  
19           farm.  I don't have any axes to grind.   I'm somewhat  
20           embarrassed and ashamed.  I've never b een to a Town  
21           Board meeting before.  The ones for Ca rriage Hill,  
22           for example, I looked into this by rea ding these  
23           type of documents, first and last meet ing and then  
24           this, and I don't know; I'm almost ins ulted by this  
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 1           because who is the -- they're contrary  to what we  
 2           see.   
 3                If you look at these documents, t here's no  
 4           relationship between the reality that we see every  
 5           day -- for example, the traffic.  I kn ow traffic  
 6           predictions and long-term traffic volu me  
 7           predictions, it's very imprecise.  It' s a large  
 8           amount of variability.  It's sort of l ike the  
 9           weather.   
10                Now, can you imagine if some of t hese engineers  
11           were here last week and they were supp osed to sort  
12           of ascertain and sum up what the weath er's like in  
13           Troy or Brunswick in January?  What wo uld they say?   
14           "Oh, it's 57 degrees every day.  It's warm.  You go  
15           around in T-shirts."  They'd write up the report six  
16           inches thick.  "They got daily baromet ric pressure; 
17           nice place" except, well, maybe they s hould have  
18           checked with somebody who lives here t o see what  
19           it's really like.   
20                "Does this make sense?  Look at t his.  Does  
21           this make sense?"  Obviously, it doesn 't.  And when  
22           something doesn't make sense like that  and it runs  
23           contrary to your observations and your  daily  
24           perceptions, then there's something wr ong with it.   
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 1                And who was the man who talked ab out the  
 2           traffic before?  I'm with this man; I would like to  
 3           sit down with the traffic engineers an d just see  
 4           what they mean by some of these things , because I'm  
 5           not a traffic engineer.  I read some o f these  
 6           statements they make and they don't ma ke any sense  
 7           to me.   
 8                Maybe this is some technicality t hat I need to  
 9           learn about the jargon and the like, b ut there's  
10           some underlying features here.  For ex ample, the  
11           growth of traffic volume on Route 7 is  projected at  
12           one percent a year.  Think back 10 yea rs ago to now.   
13           Did it grow by 10 percent in the last 10 years?   
14                Well, according to in here, the g rowth  
15           decreased by 3.7 percent in the last 1 0 years.  Who  
16           believes that?  
17                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  What Beck y is telling  
18           me I'm -- 
19                MR. TKACIK:  My point is -- 
20                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  The point  is the  
21           traffic -- 
22                MR. TKACIK:  My point is these st udies. 
23                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  -- don't meet the  
24           numbers. 
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 1                MR. TKACIK:  These studies are fl awed.  
 2                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Okay. 
 3                MR. TKACIK:  They're flawed.  For  example, if  
 4           you look at the one point -- just one specific  
 5           point, the intersection of Lake Avenue  and Route 7.   
 6           Right now, in the westbound traffic in  the morning,  
 7           there's a delay at the light of 12.6 s econds per  
 8           car.  So I mean, you have to wait ther e 12.6  
 9           seconds, 12.6, not 12, not 13.  Okay?   
10                And in the p.m. eastbound, going up the hill at  
11           rush hour this is, you have to wait th ere 20  
12           seconds.  Don't laugh.  It's true.  It 's in the  
13           paper.   
14                Now, who's been at this intersect ion and  
15           waited -- I've waited five and six and  seven minutes  
16           at that intersection.  This is contrar y to what you  
17           can see.  And anything that people -- they do the  
18           pulling in of the data; you have a mod el.  If you  
19           don't verify your model checking it ag ainst reality  
20           and then you project it even further, that's  
21           just -- it's the old saying garbage in  and garbage  
22           out.  It just doesn't make sense.  I t hink we need  
23           realistic traffic data.  Okay?   
24                I'd like to see it.  I'd like to sit with the  



                                                               73 
 1           people on the Town or on the Planning Board or the  
 2           Town Board and I'd be willing to sit a nd analyze.   
 3           I've read through much of these report s.  I'd be  
 4           willing to do that.  Other people in t his audience,  
 5           I'm sure, would do it. 
 6                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  What happ ens is the 
 7           developer hands in these reports.  As you mentioned,  
 8           they are thick.  We're not experts on everything. 
 9                MR. TKACIK:  I'm not either. 
10                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  No, no.  So what we do  
11           is we hire our consultants at their ex pense to study  
12           it.  That's correct, right, Andy?  We' re looking at  
13           these numbers. 
14                MR. GILCHRIST:  Yes. 
15                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  If there' s information  
16           in there we don't feel is correct, it will be  
17           pointed out.   
18                MR. KESTNER:  Mark Kestner, Kestn er  
19           Engineering.  Our firm was retained to  review the  
20           technical aspects of the DEIS.  As par t of that, we  
21           did hire Mark Gregory as the Town's tr affic engineer  
22           from Transportation Concepts and he wi ll and has  
23           reviewed the numbers that are prepared  by the  
24           traffic consultant for the applicant.  And I'm sure  
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 1           if you'd like to sit down at some poin t, we could do  
 2           that with the residents and Mr. Gregor y and we could  
 3           go over, you know, the issue.   
 4                I have discussed with Mr. Gregory  the issue of  
 5           the timing of the traffic lights on Ro ute 7, because  
 6           I did go to the hearings when DOT prop osed the road  
 7           and it was through the efforts of the Planning Board  
 8           and the Town Board that we actually go t more lanes  
 9           at North Lake Avenue and South Lake.  We were told,  
10           you know, everything would be fine.  W e were told  
11           that if these lights are coordinated, things would  
12           be fine.   
13                Now, as I sit here tonight, I don 't know if  
14           that coordination of those lights has been  
15           accomplished.  It appears to me in dri ving 7 that 
16           there's a problem with the light at Pr ice Chopper,  
17           because there's times where you come u p North Lake  
18           and the cars are bumper to bumper all the way up  
19           there.   
20                I asked Mr. Gregory to contact DO T and see if,  
21           in fact, those lights have been left p roperly timed.   
22           So we are looking into those issues.  We do see on  
23           the ground -- our office is located in  Brunswick.   
24           We do know the problems.  I have lived  here for over  
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 1           40 years myself.  So we do know the on -ground  
 2           problems.  We will look into them and we will get  
 3           back and write up our comments on the Draft Impact  
 4           Statement.  Thank you.  
 5                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , Mark.  
 6                MR. TKACIK:  I'd like to know wha t input this  
 7           gentleman or the traffic people -- whe n do they make  
 8           a recommendation, for example, of a re view of this  
 9           information from the DEIS?  When do th ey communicate  
10           that to the Board or to the Planning B oard?  I'm  
11           ignorant of the process; I really am.  
12                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Andy, do you want to  
13           comment or -- 
14                MR. GILCHRIST:  I will respond to  that.  I'm  
15           going to reiterate for the record this  is a public  
16           hearing to receive comments on this PD D application  
17           and the SEQRA document.  Things have g otten a bit  
18           far afield and if people like that dia logue, there  
19           will be dialogue to come.  I may be th e guy who has  
20           advised this Board to withhold your co mments until  
21           the applicant has come in with their i nformation,  
22           it's been assessed by the technical co nsultants for  
23           the Board make sure the applicant has a chance to  
24           respond to the comments received and t hen start  
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 1           analyzing it from the Board or at leas t discussing  
 2           that or their opinions.   
 3                My concern -- and from a legal pe rspective, I'm  
 4           very concerned about any Board prejudg ing any of  
 5           these applicants or applications until  the record  
 6           has been created.  There's a legal sta ndard that any  
 7           decision by this Board must be based o n evidence in  
 8           the record, not prejudgment, not bias,  not economic  
 9           issues about what any individual Board  member may do  
10           for a living but based on an analysis of the  
11           evidence presented in the record.   
12                You have raised a question about the traffic  
13           assessment in the DEIS.  We went throu gh this and  
14           I'll do it again right here.  When a B oard, as Lead  
15           Agency, accepts a DEIS as complete, th at is not  
16           tantamount to saying that this Board a grees with  
17           everything that is stated in that docu ment.   
18           Accepting a DEIS as complete means tha t it's  
19           adequate for public review, inspection  and comment.   
20                That comes from members of the pu blic such as  
21           yourself raising questions about the a dequacy and  
22           correctness of the data that's been pr esented.   
23           That's why the Board has retained tech nical  
24           consultants to review that as well.   
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 1                Mr. Gregory has reviewed traffic analyses  
 2           presented in the EIS's.  Preliminary c omments have  
 3           already been supplied to the applicant s.  In part,  
 4           we've already started getting revision s to these  
 5           projects based upon Mr. Gregory's asse ssment.  So  
 6           that has been made and that process wi ll continue as  
 7           these projects are reviewed.   
 8                This is not an end game.  Closing  a public  
 9           hearing and moving on to the next step  of the  
10           process doesn't mean it's at an end.  It means this  
11           Board, as Lead Agency, continues its j ob of  
12           reviewing any additional data submitte d by the  
13           applicant until such time that this Bo ard is  
14           satisfied it's got the correct informa tion in front  
15           of it on which to base a determination .   
16                I, as the lawyer retained by the Town Board to  
17           lead them through the process, have ad vised them to  
18           make sure that this record is complete .  All these  
19           comments that are being received tonig ht that were  
20           received back in August must be respon ded to in full  
21           by the applicant to ultimately be revi ewed by the  
22           Board and its technical consultants fo r correctness,  
23           for adequacy, for completeness.  So th is is a  
24           process that doesn't end tonight.  It continues.   
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 1                So as to the question about when will the  
 2           technical consultants review this, tha t's already  
 3           ongoing.  
 4                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anything else besides  
 5           traffic? 
 6                MR. TKACIK:  No.  That's it.  My final point is  
 7           if their assessment of the existing si tuations  
 8           aren't right, then none of the project ions are going  
 9           to be right.  And that's my point ther e.  I think  
10           unless you have a very good grasp of t he situation  
11           now, you can't predict what's going to  happen in the  
12           future.  And if you try to do that, th at's a flawed  
13           method and it just doesn't work.  
14                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , sir.   
15                (Applause.) 
16                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  One thing  we're hearing  
17           tonight is traffic.  We did hear that.   So has  
18           anybody got anything besides traffic?   
19                Judy.  
20                MS. ARMSTRONG:  I'm Judy Armstron g and I live  
21           at 172 North Lake Avenue.  I speak for  no one but  
22           myself and as a resident in my house o n North Lake  
23           Avenue since 1970, having raised three  children  
24           there and having seen the changes that  have happened  
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 1           in the Town of Brunswick, not all of w hich are  
 2           terrible.  Many of them are necessary.   And I know  
 3           that we're here to talk about this pro ject and on  
 4           the face value, this project has been cut back.   
 5                And I guess what I want to say is  that they  
 6           have done the work that they have been  designed to  
 7           do to make their project come alive.  They scaled it  
 8           down.  But what you have got to do is to realize  
 9           that just the information about this p roject tonight  
10           doesn't solve everything in my thought  process.  I  
11           do have to think about the cumulative effect of all  
12           of the projects.   
13                That traffic jam does not begin a t Sycaway.   
14           That starts down at the river.  If peo ple have tried  
15           to come up Route 7 on a Friday afterno on in the  
16           summer when people are trying to get t o places in  
17           Vermont or trying to get there in the winter to ski,  
18           that traffic is bogged all the way dow n practically  
19           to the river, but it really starts to get bad at  
20           about Burdett Avenue.   
21                Freer Park bears very little rese mblance  
22           anymore to a park, because that's one of the getaway  
23           places and people think that they can go 35 miles an  
24           hour up through that park.  I know.  I 've been  
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 1           there.  That's not included in any of these traffic  
 2           reports.  They're just dealing with ba re bones  
 3           numbers.  I'm dealing with noises and sound and  
 4           traffic.   
 5                My road, North Lake Avenue, is a getaway road  
 6           and it started when the development be gan on Route 7  
 7           with the big Price Chopper and with th e Walmart.   
 8           There's that ghost of a Grand Union th at's sitting  
 9           there rotting away on that site and wh en the Walmart  
10           comes in, as they want to, and leaves the building  
11           they're in and builds this other thing  that's going  
12           to be in close proximity to this devel opment, maybe  
13           you're not going to have loud noises a nd lights but  
14           that Walmart is.   
15                Right now, in the quiet summer ni ght in my  
16           house on 172 North Lake Avenue, I can hear the hum  
17           of all of those air conditioners and t hose things  
18           that have to keep those buildings aliv e.  And I can  
19           see the light that's out there and, yo u know,  
20           looking up at the stars isn't the same  as it was.   
21                So I'm understanding that busines s happens,  
22           that towns grow and you're doing your job.  You're  
23           giving us what we asked for the last t ime.  You're  
24           answering all of those questions that we put forth. 
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 1           But you have a bigger job and you real ly have to  
 2           help us keep this town the way it was when we  
 3           decided to come here and live.  And we  don't want to  
 4           have a Wolf Road and we don't want to have a Route  
 5           9.  We want to have just as it is now,  to drive five  
 6           minutes from our homes and see those f ields and  
 7           those hills.   
 8                So this looks better and those ph otographs  
 9           showing how it's not going to show up in the view of  
10           everybody in Brunswick, it looks good and thanks for  
11           doing that, but you better keep lookin g at the big  
12           picture.  That's all.  
13                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , Judy.   
14                (Applause.)  
15                MR. BAILEY:  Denny Bailey down on  Lord Avenue.   
16           I got a little problem.  I own 11 perc ent of the  
17           property bordering this.  I also own a bout nine and  
18           a half percent of the brook.  Who do I  contact to  
19           find out what they're going to do for a flood  
20           program?  Because they're going to rui n the  
21           integrity of my brook and they're goin g to ruin my  
22           house. 
23                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  What you' re doing is  
24           putting it on the record.  It'll have to be  
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 1           addressed.  People have to look at it.   So you're  
 2           doing the right thing. 
 3                MR. BAILEY:  I go up in my back f ield and I  
 4           find all these flags.  They're not sur vey flags.   
 5           One says wetlands.  It's my property.  It's not  
 6           nobody else's to walk on unless they n otify me.  So  
 7           who do I see to find out what's going on here?   
 8           Because there's a topographical map; m y house is  
 9           the lowest thing and my next-door neig hbor's. 
10                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Mark, do you want to  
11           comment on that?   
12                MR. KESTNER:  It is the applicant 's obligation  
13           to flag the wetlands.  He normally wou ld do -- 
14                MR. BAILEY:  On my property?   
15                MR. KESTNER:  No.  He would do it  on his  
16           property. 
17                MR. BAILEY:  No.  It's my propert y is where  
18           it's flagged.  My property goes out in to that  
19           cornfield.  That brook is 90 percent o n my property.   
20                MR. KESTNER:  All right.  Why don 't you two  
21           meet out in the field?   
22                MR. HOBLOCK:  Absolutely.   
23                MR. KESTNER:  We as a town are no t -- 
24                MR. BAILEY:  Who do I find out wh ere they're  
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 1           going to push this water that's going to flood my  
 2           property?   
 3                MR. KESTNER:  There is a stormwat er plan in the  
 4           book that we could go over. 
 5                MR. BAILEY:  Where do I find out where it's  
 6           gonna be?  I want to know where it's g onna be.  My  
 7           mother passed away a month ago, so I h ave no time  
 8           for this kind of stuff. 
 9                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Mark, you  probably got  
10           maps and stuff? 
11                MR. KESTNER:  We have the maps to  go over what  
12           we intend to do. 
13                MR. BAILEY:  Who do I go see?  Do  I go up to  
14           the Town?   
15                MR. KESTNER:  Yeah, you could go up to the  
16           Town.  I could meet you out at the Tow n and go over  
17           that. 
18                MR. BAILEY:  You want to give me a card?   
19                MR. KESTNER:  We'll have somebody  from the  
20           developer there, too. 
21                MR. BAILEY:  All right. 
22                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We can do  that.  
23                MR. BAILEY:  The last is I think it's kind of  
24           ludicrous that they would say people a re gonna live  
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 1           in these apartments and drive to Alban y.  It's gonna  
 2           take them an hour to get to the bridge .  That's it.  
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , sir.   
 4                (Applause.) 
 5                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody e lse?   
 6                MS. WALSH:  Martha Walsh.  I live  at 148  
 7           Brunswick Road on the corner of Glen K ill.  And  
 8           since they've been digging up Hoosick Road for the  
 9           last 50 years, whatever it is, it's li ke  
10           Indianapolis Speedway down Route 7 or down Route 2.   
11           It's supposed to be 40 miles an hour i n the area I  
12           live in, but all the trucks have figur ed out to cut  
13           across 278 and then they go out Hoosic k Road.  And  
14           they also figured out how to come up C ongress Street  
15           and go out Hoosick Road.   
16                I find it hard to believe with 66 8 units that  
17           there won't be two cars to each unit.  I notice we  
18           have a one-car garage and a driveway.  Are we  
19           supposed to believe these yuppies and these  
20           high-scale people have one car per fam ily?  And if  
21           they go to work, they're going to car- pool?  And 338  
22           cars are going out.  Over half don't h ave jobs?  But  
23           then coming in at night, we have 420 c oming in.   
24           When do the other 112 go out so they c an come back  
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 1           in for rush hour?   
 2                We're not doing this correctly at  all.  I think  
 3           it's ridiculous.  I still think we nee d plans for  
 4           the Town of Brunswick, period.  And if  you have a  
 5           gate for the fire trucks to come in, h ow are the  
 6           school buses going to get in to take t hese 110  
 7           children?  Every unit only has one chi ld?  After  
 8           that, they're not allowed any?   
 9                How are they going to get the bus es in if the  
10           fire trucks can't get in?  Are the sch ool buses  
11           going to come through the gates, too?  Has anybody  
12           thought about that?  
13                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  If they h aven't thought  
14           about it, they will now.   
15                (Applause.)  
16                MR. KEENAN:  Good evening.  I'm M ike Keenan, 43  
17           Madonna Lake Road.  I live in Grafton,  but I am in  
18           the Brittonkill School District.  When ever I gotta  
19           go home, I gotta go through Brunswick.   So I think  
20           those of us outside of Brunswick shoul d have some  
21           say in this.   
22                As a matter of fact, I would sugg est that what  
23           we need is not only to look at the cum ulative effect  
24           of what's going on in Brunswick but pr obably  
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 1           something on a larger regional scale, because I  
 2           think we kid ourselves when we think t own lines, you  
 3           know, define the entire effects of thi ngs.  But a  
 4           couple of comments.   
 5                First of all, I want to thank who ever -- or I  
 6           guess the entire Town Board for the an nouncement  
 7           earlier that soon the DEIS's and that will be posted  
 8           on the web site of the Town.  I think that's great.   
 9                I read the appendices.  I'm hopin g the  
10           appendices will be included.  I don't know if you  
11           thought that far, but I think it would  be helpful.   
12                I have a number of things.  I'm g oing to talk  
13           about traffic, too.  And as I understa nd it, there  
14           will not be a revised traffic study pu t out.  I  
15           guess there will be one for the final EIS but not  
16           for the draft.   
17                What I saw earlier, if my numbers  are correct,  
18           in the morning peak, we can expect 338  cars; in the  
19           afternoon, 420, using the consultant's  assumptions.   
20           I believe that I may be off by a numbe r or two.  And  
21           as I understand it, the phase one and two of this  
22           project here is the equivalent of the entire four  
23           phases of the old project in that sinc e all the  
24           traffic is now going to go on Route 7,  the original  
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 1           proposal where the assumption was 70 p ercent was  
 2           going to be on 7, the numbers seem to look about the  
 3           same.   
 4                I get 390 looking at the final bu ildout of the  
 5           DEIS compared to 338 in the morning an d 467 compared  
 6           to the 420.  I guess what I'm being to ld tonight is  
 7           I have to use those numbers to comment  now on the  
 8           Draft EIS, because an updated traffic report will  
 9           not be provided before the close of pu blic comments.   
10                I'll just comment quickly.  Looki ng at that,  
11           that's about 90 percent to what the tr affic was  
12           going to be on 7 anyway and I went thr ough the last  
13           couple years that when 7's bad, you ta ke North Lake  
14           Avenue.  And just assume by putting th e same amount  
15           of traffic on Route 7, North Lake Aven ue is going to  
16           suffer anyway.  So although there's no  direct  
17           traffic on North Lake Avenue, there's going to still  
18           be problems.   
19                One thing I've noticed looking th rough the  
20           traffic studies and looking at DOT's n umbers, as far  
21           as I can determine, the last time this  segment of  
22           Route 7, which goes from the Troy town  line to Route  
23           142 Center Brunswick, has been sampled  by DOT is  
24           1999.  The adjoining two roads next to  it into Troy,  
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 1           going down 15th Street and then from 1 42 going to  
 2           the other route on 7, the last time th ey were  
 3           sampled by DOT was 2001.   
 4                What DOT does is their objective is to every  
 5           three years do a sampling study of all  these major  
 6           roads that they're responsible for by sampling for  
 7           an entire week, every hour of the day.   So what we  
 8           have right here now is a major roadway  right in the  
 9           center of all of us that has not been sampled by DOT  
10           for seven years.   
11                The reason for that is -- my beli ef at least is  
12           that that's because they couldn't samp le because of  
13           the construction that was going on.  T he  
14           construction's over.  I would suggest it's time to  
15           sample Route 7.  Go out; have DOT do t heir standard  
16           sampling.  Let's get some updated numb ers.  Because  
17           if you go back and look at the last ti me all of  
18           these roads were sampled by DOT, I bel ieve it was  
19           '98, the volume on Route 7 was much hi gher than what  
20           they got the last time they sampled.  It's an  
21           outlier.   
22                Right now, if you look at DOT, th e volume that  
23           they think on 7 going along by the Wal mart and all  
24           that is much lower than their previous  sampling.  I  
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 1           really think it would behoove all of u s to do a good  
 2           traffic study out here 24 hours a day for at least a  
 3           week and let's find out what the traff ic is, because  
 4           my understanding is when you do a reco nstruction and  
 5           you open it up, you get traffic back a gain that you  
 6           wouldn't have had.   
 7                So I think no fault to the consul tants in that  
 8           any numbers we get from DOT are somewh at outdated  
 9           and it's because of the construction p roject.  So I  
10           really think getting together a public  hearing and  
11           some decision-making on what to do wit h traffic  
12           sampling would be really great for all  of us.  
13                I want to make a comment on the s chool, because  
14           since I am a member of the Brittonkill  School  
15           District here, I've been in this audit orium for my  
16           children and a couple of fears I have -- I remember  
17           a time in Brunswick at the Brittonkill  School  
18           District where we couldn't pass a budg et for the  
19           life of us.  Sports and everything, we  were doing  
20           fund-raising for that.  If you bring i n all these  
21           empty nesters who have no relationship  to the town,  
22           I think you may find out that they're just going to  
23           vote no against the school budgets.   
24                So even though they're in the tow n, you may not  
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 1           get what you think you're going to get .  So I think  
 2           we should really look at that as well,  because I  
 3           personally think -- and the housing ma rket now,  
 4           whoever said it, I don't think coming from a tech  
 5           park over at SUNY they're going to mov e way up here.   
 6           I think what we're going to find is we 're either  
 7           going to have people come in who have children and,  
 8           therefore, the school goes up or peopl e who just  
 9           come here and have no relationship to our town and I  
10           don't think that's what we want either .  Thank you.   
11                (Applause.) 
12                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I think w e all know  
13           that Route 7 -- I think you're saying it.  Even if  
14           we stop everything, if we could just s top everything  
15           in Brunswick, no more, period, that Ro ute 7 just  
16           keeps building and building.  And they 're building  
17           ski resorts and I don't know what they 're doing, so  
18           that Route 7 is a challenge even if we  stop  
19           everything.  I mean, I see it.   
20                Reverend.  
21                MR. HAYNES:  Hi.  I'm Ted Haynes.   I live at 11  
22           Westlane Road in Troy or, actually, in  Brunswick  
23           with my wife Susan.  And I have to adm it that I'm  
24           kind of overwhelmed.  I don't know if anybody else  
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 1           here is or not.  I notice that some of  our  
 2           neighboring towns have imposed a morat orium so that  
 3           they'll have time to think through all  the  
 4           implications of the developments that are going on  
 5           in other communities.  And I don't kno w about you,  
 6           but it seems like we're just being pre ssured to make  
 7           some very significant decisions about a whole lot of  
 8           different things at one time.   
 9                Our meetings are like two weeks a part, three  
10           weeks apart.  We're going to hear this  one.  We're  
11           going to hear that one.  And while I k now it may  
12           seem like procrastination -- and there 's no better  
13           procrastinator in the world than me; I  bought a  
14           book on procrastination about 25 years  ago and I  
15           still intend to read it -- it seems to  me we need to  
16           give ourselves some breathing room, so me time to  
17           really think this thing through and lo ok at it very  
18           carefully.  And if anybody else feels overwhelmed  
19           like I do, I'd appreciate hearing from  you and I'd  
20           appreciate the Board addressing that i ssue.   
21                Do you feel a bit overwhelmed wit h so much  
22           coming at you at one time?  And what c an we do as a  
23           supportive community and help the Boar d?  How can we  
24           help you get the breathing room you ma y need?  What  
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 1           can we do here as a community to pull together  
 2           instead of fall apart; come up with pl ans and goals  
 3           that we'll all pretty much agree on?  Because right  
 4           now, I don't sense there's a lot of ag reement in the  
 5           room.  I sense there's an awful lot of  feeling  
 6           threatened both on the part of the Boa rd -- and if  
 7           I've done anything to contribute to th at, I  
 8           apologize sincerely.   
 9                But I do think we're all feeling a little  
10           overwhelmed and threatened by so much going on at  
11           one time.  I don't know what to do abo ut that, but  
12           I'd like to put it on the record.  
13                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , sir.   
14                (Applause.) 
15                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody e lse at this  
16           point?  We've heard, as I mentioned, a  lot on  
17           traffic.  
18                MR. FLEISHMAN:  Bernard Fleishman .  I live on  
19           Colehammer Avenue.  I won't speak abou t traffic.  A  
20           lot has been said already and I'm hopi ng in a day or  
21           couple of days that there will be an a rticle in the  
22           paper by myself about the traffic situ ation.   
23                But I think Reverend Haynes refle cts a feeling  
24           that I encountered when I was carrying  some of the  
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 1           petitions that Brunswick Smart Growth had  
 2           distributed.   
 3                Many people along the way just ha d this sense  
 4           of being pressured, having projects th rown at us one  
 5           after another and, in a sense, not kno wing quite how  
 6           to react and how to handle it.  And I think the  
 7           Board should take serious cognisance o f this.  In  
 8           giving us a sense of pressure and hurr iedness, we  
 9           feel that the future of the town is ki nd of slipping  
10           out of the hands of the residents and we'd like to  
11           have that future returned to the hands  of the  
12           residents.   
13                I think we need time to consider how these  
14           pieces fit together.  In particular, a  study of  
15           overall traffic patterns is probably n ecessary.  Who  
16           knows?  Maybe you need another road.  Maybe you need  
17           a monorail that was suggested some yea rs ago.  But  
18           the point is that it's time to think v ery openly  
19           about how to address the present needs  of the town,  
20           the traffic but also, if we're talking  about having  
21           new projects, thinking about where wou ld these  
22           projects properly be placed and where should they be  
23           placed so that the open spaces, which we came out  
24           here to enjoy, we can continue to enjo y and our  
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 1           children can continue to enjoy -- not mine, because  
 2           they happen not to live in Brunswick, but a lot of  
 3           people here have children still in Bru nswick.   
 4                But we'd like to know what we wan t the town to  
 5           look like in 20 or 30 years and plan f or that  
 6           carefully now.  It shouldn't be under the pressure  
 7           of this proposed development, that pro posed  
 8           development, that proposed development , each one  
 9           succeeding the other and then trying t o fix up the  
10           difficulties that have ensued from the  preceding  
11           one.   
12                So, again, we urge that you sit b ack and,  
13           perhaps, delay these proceedings and h ave an overall  
14           process of inviting consultation, invi ting input  
15           from the citizens of the town so that we can all  
16           compare notes and work together for a town that will  
17           be a model for the area.  Thank you.   
18                (Applause.)  
19                MS. RUSSO:  Barbara Russo, Coleha mmer Avenue.   
20           Pursuant to the environmental regulati ons which  
21           govern the SEQRA process, Section 617. 987, a  
22           supplemental Draft EIS should be requi red for  
23           significant, adverse and environmental  impacts which  
24           are inadequately addressed in the EIS that derive  
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 1           changes in the proposed project.  The draft EIS  
 2           which is currently under review inadeq uately  
 3           addresses the impact on the wetlands a nd pond area  
 4           as a state fresh area wetland TN106.  All of the  
 5           traffic in the revised plan with the r educed amounts  
 6           of units will be directed to Best Road  based on the  
 7           proposal, which results in an increase d demand on  
 8           the areas of the wetlands and ponds.   
 9                Best Road needs to be widened bas ed on this new  
10           proposal to accommodate the huge incre ase in traffic  
11           volume; thus, encroaching on the wetla nds area and  
12           the TN106.  A traffic light will now n eed to be  
13           installed at the intersection of Best Road and Route  
14           7.  Cars will sit idle on Best Road fo r a longer  
15           period of time emitting more pollutant s into  
16           wetlands.   
17                At 668 units, with an average of two cars per  
18           unit, that means 1,336 cars entering R oute 7 and  
19           Best Road.  I think two cars per unit is a more  
20           reasonable estimate for upscale units which are  
21           appealing to the so called empty neste rs and the  
22           urban professionals, especially since according to  
23           the Automobile Association, they estim ate over three  
24           cars per household.   
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 1                I'd like to also note that a lett er from  
 2           Department of Environmental Conservati on Nancy Adams  
 3           to Andy Gilchrist dated May 10, 2005 n otes the  
 4           cumulative impacts of the multiple pro jects.   
 5           "Multiple developments occurring in an  area  
 6           containing wetlands, the concern becom es whether  
 7           multiple projects would result in larg er impacts for  
 8           runoff, potential erosion, habitat dis placement, et  
 9           cetera, to a higher degree than if one  project were  
10           proposed leaving a much more open spac e around the  
11           remaining wetlands.  When multiple pro jects occur in  
12           close proximity to the wetlands, it is  important to  
13           take a hard look at the overall pictur e and ensure  
14           that the wetlands will not be adversel y impacted  
15           unnecessarily or potential impacts cou ld be  
16           mitigated to the maximum extent correc table."   
17                "I understand the scope has alrea dy been  
18           accepted for Hudson Hills and that the  DEIS is 
19           currently being prepared.  If it is po ssible, I  
20           believe some discussion of the full pi cture relative  
21           to the potential wetlands habitat impa cts would be  
22           beneficial and a review process for bo th projects."   
23                The new proposal on the table wit h the reduced  
24           amount of units just refers to the exi sting DEIS  
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 1           saying we already addressed the impact s on the  
 2           environment.  Well, the original DEIS merely states  
 3           that there is no significant impacts a nd the  
 4           alternative proposal, which talks abou t the reduced  
 5           number of units, merely says it will b e less  
 6           impacts.   
 7                Well, obviously, they're saying t here's going  
 8           to be no significant impact; cutting t he units will  
 9           be less than no significant impact.  T hey didn't do  
10           the right study to begin with; therefo re, the DEIS  
11           is insufficient.  They should go back and do a  
12           supplemental DEIS based on this new nu mber of units  
13           and the impact it's going to have on t he  
14           environment.   
15                The record should not be closed t onight and the 
16           applicant should be required to produc e a  
17           supplemental DEIS to address these iss ues.  The  
18           significance of closing the record ton ight -- I  
19           understand the record needs to be clos ed at some  
20           point for the applicant to address all  of the public  
21           comments, but once the record is close d, the clock  
22           starts running.  The time for public c omments ends.   
23           The public can't adequately comment on  this project  
24           until the applicant adequately address es the  
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 1           significant impacts which are going to  affect the  
 2           environment.   
 3                I'd also like to point out that t he applicant  
 4           contradicts itself in some of its stat ements by  
 5           saying that the empty nesters will not  contribute to  
 6           peak traffic hours; yet, at the same t ime, the  
 7           applicant states it's going to appeal to the young 
 8           urban professionals.  Well, correct me  if I'm wrong,  
 9           but I think urban professionals are st ill commuting  
10           during peak hours.   
11                Finally, I'd like to point out it 's  
12           presumptuous of the applicant to assum e the project  
13           would be approved as a special use per mit.  Even if  
14           it was put under special use permit, i t would still  
15           be subject to the SEQRA process and th ey would be  
16           obligated to show that the benefits of  the project  
17           would outweigh the negative impacts.  It would still  
18           have to go through the same process.  Thank you.  
19                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .   
20                (Applause.) 
21                MR. SCHMIDT:  I actually have a f ew comments  
22           actually regarding the project. 
23                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Your name , Ray. 
24                MR. SCHMIDT:  My name is Ray Schm idt, 81  
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 1           Liberty Road in Brunswick.  On Hudson Hills, page  
 2           nine, it states that the development i s for empty  
 3           nesters, yuppies, young emerging famil ies; i.e., no  
 4           children, and this was the same rhetor ic as the  
 5           last project we were discussing.   
 6                I think the real burden of this b eing truly the  
 7           case is for the developer to actually prove that  
 8           these developments are actually going to produce no  
 9           children.  I mean, the burden's on the  developer to  
10           prove that.   
11                I think it's an insult to my inte lligence to  
12           constantly read we're going to have em pty nesters,  
13           yuppies and young emerging families --  I guess  
14           that's YEFs -- and no children.  The b urden really  
15           is on the developer to prove this.   
16                And the question is:  How can chi ldless  
17           occupants be guaranteed in perpetuity?   I just don't  
18           see it.   
19                On the modified DEIS, on page two , there's 21  
20           two-bedrooms, 36 one-bedrooms and ther e's a proposed  
21           48 public school children.  What about  if they're  
22           wrong?  What about if the 21 two-bedro oms have two  
23           children a piece and the 36 one-bedroo ms have one  
24           child a piece?  450 children is likely  if that's the  
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 1           scenario and that's certainly going to  have a  
 2           dramatic effect on the town.  All righ t.  I'll stop  
 3           there on that issue.  
 4                The people have been constantly t alking about  
 5           traffic and I'll speak for 10 seconds on that and  
 6           I'll stop.  Yes, it's a serious issue and the  
 7           congestion on secondary roads -- the s econdary roads  
 8           between 142 now and Route 7 are essent ially  
 9           cut-throughs.  The traffic has already  got increased  
10           capacity.   
11                They've written to the state troo pers regarding  
12           speeding, dump trucks constantly going  through  
13           there; nothing done about it.  It just  isn't the  
14           amount of traffic.  It's reckless traf fic; people  
15           flying through there.  I don't even ri de my bicycle  
16           on the roads anymore.  I go up to Sara toga County to  
17           ride.  I'm afraid to ride my bicycle i n Brunswick,  
18           because I'm afraid I'm going to get ki lled.  That is  
19           my two issues.   
20                My other issue is directed to Mr.  Herrington  
21           who I think is a great guy; that he ju st said damned  
22           if he does, damned if he doesn't.  I t hink he may  
23           wish to consider recusing himself from  this project.   
24           If he votes for these things, he's goi ng to be  
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 1           accused of complicity by certain peopl e.  If he  
 2           votes against it, he's going to be acc used of  
 3           duplicity by other people.  It's somet hing maybe  
 4           Mr. Herrington should consider.  I als o want to say  
 5           that I voted for you, so it's not -- y ou know, I  
 6           really like the guy.   
 7                All right.  Finally, all these pr ojects need to  
 8           be considered in its totality.  We nee d an  
 9           assessment of what's happening with al l these  
10           projects.  We just can't look at them separately,  
11           because together, they're going to hav e a dramatic  
12           impact on the town.  So I think I emph asized that  
13           last time.  I'd like to emphasize it a gain.  We just  
14           can't look at one project by itself.  The totality  
15           effect needs to be examined.  All righ t.  Thanks for  
16           your time.  Thanks to the Board.  
17                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .   
18                (Applause.)  
19                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody e lse?  Henry.  
20                DR. SCARTON:  My name is Dr. Henr y Scarton.  I  
21           am the director of the Laboratory for Noise and  
22           Vibration Control Research at RPI.  Th ese comments  
23           are made as an individual, however.  I 've lived at  
24           14 Kestner Lane in Troy for 15 years.  I've lived in  
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 1           the area 35 years.  Some of my childre n have been  
 2           born here.  My grandchildren have been  born here.  I  
 3           love this town.  It's a beautiful town .   
 4                And I think, Mr. Herrington, we'r e most  
 5           fortunate that you accept this $23,000  salary.   
 6           We're really lucky that you're sitting  there,  
 7           frankly.  You're a good guy.  I voted for you, too. 
 8                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I appreci ate that.  
 9                DR. SCARTON:  We don't always agr ee, but that's  
10           okay.  So I'd like to comment on two t hings.  First  
11           of all, as an expert in noise assessme nt, someone  
12           who writes and assists writing of DEIS 's as a hired  
13           gun, occasionally, and I'm not -- I'm just doing  
14           this for free, pro bono.  I'm not gett ing any money.   
15           I live here.  I look at the reduction in the number  
16           of units from 1,116 to 668.  I notice looking at the  
17           drawing -- I went to the library today  and Xeroxed  
18           it.  I notice that these units are goi ng to be in  
19           the valley and I observe that when the  sun sets, you  
20           get temperature eversions.   
21                What happens is that you will get  a  
22           stratification of the air.  The sound comes up.  It  
23           bounces off the change in density and the sound is  
24           bounced right back down.  Now, I reali ze that we do  
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 1           not have what we call acoustically com pact sources,  
 2           but if you did have acoustically compa ct sources  
 3           meaning all the air-handling units, wh ich is not  
 4           addressed at all in this topic except I saw  
 5           something about air vents, which is no t an  
 6           air-handling unit, but I'm assuming --  maybe I'm  
 7           wrong.  They don't say anything.  Let' s assume we  
 8           have 668 air-handling units and you ha d acoustically  
 9           compact sources.  The magic number I t each in my  
10           class -- first class is on Thursday, R PI -- it will  
11           be 10 log N.  Number is number of sour ces.  That's  
12           about 28 db over whatever the level is  produced by  
13           one unit.  Of course, they're not goin g to be  
14           acoustically compact, spread out, but however,  
15           they're in a valley.   
16                The good news is they have separa ted by cutting  
17           down the number of units from the prop erty line.  My  
18           good friend, Dave Bailey, who owns 11 percent of  
19           this land, he's not going to be a happ y camper.   
20           That noise is going to make it into hi s property,  
21           let alone the flood water that he's ta lking about.   
22                But, certainly, for the people li ving there,  
23           it's going to be more urban than rural , because the  
24           noise is going to be trapped in those valleys.  In  
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 1           addition, if the lighting is not prope rly designed,  
 2           you'll have light trespass.  I sat for  four years as  
 3           the chair of the Lighting Committee at  RPI and I  
 4           studied that a little bit.   
 5                The point, I guess, I wanted to m ake is when  
 6           you look at -- I think it's page nine of this  
 7           revised document, and I did go today a nd read  
 8           through the revised document.  It says  no  
 9           significant impact on noise.  The only  noise they  
10           talk about is the noise from construct ion noise.   
11           And I made -- you know, I made a big p oint of this  
12           the last time.  This document is dated  the 23rd of  
13           December.  They had a chance to respon d to my  
14           comment.  They didn't take that opport unity.  And I  
15           was rather strong the last time.  I ta lked about the  
16           1,116 sources.   
17                The fact is I really wonder did t hey even hire  
18           an acoustical consultant?  I'm not ask ing to do this  
19           consulting, but they better hire someb ody competent  
20           and come up with a realistic number.  Right now, I  
21           see nothing.  So how can they say no s ignificant  
22           impact if, in fact, they didn't do the  calculation?   
23           So nobody's going to be bothered by th at.  So that's  
24           the one comment.  
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 1                As an individual and as a mechani cal engineer  
 2           with a Ph.D., an expert in fluid mecha nics, we have  
 3           a condition on Route 7 -- I'm sorry to  talk about  
 4           traffic -- that I would call choked fl ow.  That  
 5           means that we are approaching what is called a sonic  
 6           condition.   
 7                Now, it's not the speed of sound but the speed  
 8           of the traffic going down Route 7.  Ty pically, on a  
 9           Friday afternoon -- and I drive from R PI right over  
10           to my house every day -- I see the car s backing up.   
11           Mrs. Armstrong said down to the river;  well,  
12           certainly, almost to Burdett Avenue.  It's just  
13           bumper to bumper all the way up to the  Price Chopper  
14           and maybe we could change the timing o f the light  
15           a little bit, Mark, but I mean, it's c hoked flow.   
16                Realistically speaking, we can't have any of  
17           these projects here, none of them, unt il Senator  
18           Bruno -- maybe we can get him to get u s two more  
19           lanes of road over there if you want i t.  I don't  
20           know if you want it, but that's the on ly way.   
21                Right now, we have a sidewalk eas ement.  Let's  
22           push the sidewalks off.  Let's put in two more  
23           lanes.  Let's spend another $20 millio n, which is  
24           what it's going to cost.  Let's do it right.  We  
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 1           can't do a bloody thing until we fix t he roads.  You  
 2           just can't.  It's not gonna work.  It' s choked flow.   
 3           That's it.  
 4                (Applause.) 
 5                DR. SCARTON:  Traffic cannot flow .  Super  
 6           Walmart -- are you kidding me?  Super Walmart,  
 7           they're not going to make any money.  What happened  
 8           to Office Max?  Bobby had to rent the store out to  
 9           another store because they couldn't ge t in because  
10           of the construction.  That's just the tip of the  
11           iceberg.  Super Walmart will not make it over there,  
12           because the cars can't get to it.   
13                And I pay $7,000 in taxes, $4,000  school taxes  
14           to the City of Troy.  It took forever to raise them  
15           until the current administration went out and, all  
16           of a sudden, oh, my God, we got a prob lem; raise  
17           them a thousand dollars in one year.  We can afford  
18           a reasonable amount of money for this Board to hire  
19           with my tax dollars without having any  constraints  
20           from builders to do a proper planning study.  It  
21           can't be that expensive.  As part of t he planning, I  
22           know Mark is doing it right now with h is traffic,  
23           but the planning, all of these things,  let's just  
24           look at the whole plan.  If we don't g et a road in  
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 1           there, forget it.  It's not going to w ork.  Thank  
 2           you very much.  
 3                (Applause.) 
 4                MR. CONWAY:  How you doing, Mr. C hudnoff? 
 5                MR. CHUDNOFF:  I don't know your name.  I'm  
 6           sorry. 
 7                MR. CONWAY:  My name is Mike Conw ay.  I live  
 8           on Blue Heron Lane.  I see you've redu ced the size  
 9           of your project considerably and I app reciate that;  
10           I really do.   
11                My property overlooks your propos ed site.  As I  
12           stated last time, one of my major conc erns is the  
13           impact of your proposed project on the  wildlife in  
14           Brunswick and particularly -- I never considered  
15           myself a bird watcher, but I'm actuall y very  
16           impressed with the diversity of wildli fe that I see  
17           in my backyard and the changing divers ity on almost  
18           a month-to-month basis.   
19                I have wildlife books to be able to research  
20           these birds.  I'm seeing great horned owls, piley   
21           woodpeckers, northern flicker.  I must  have at least  
22           in my backyard last week, and never se en that,  
23           turkeys; at least six come up there.  Of course, all  
24           the deer are back there.  Occasionally , I get a  
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 1           big -- I'm assuming it's a snapping tu rtle, about  
 2           three feet in diameter, crossing the w etlands and  
 3           Town Beach over next door.   
 4                So what I'm curious about here is  I see you  
 5           reduced the size of the project, scale d back and  
 6           moved back in the property.  The origi nal projection  
 7           had something like 58 acres of woodlan d that was  
 8           going to be cleared for the original 1 ,100 units.   
 9                How much woodland is being cleare d with this  
10           projection?   
11                MR. CHUDNOFF:  If we do the math,  then that  
12           should be about -- I think there's 150  acres that  
13           are undisturbed out of the 215.   
14                MR. HOBLOCK:  Full buildout. 
15                MR. CHUDNOFF:  Including roads, a ccess,  
16           everything.   
17                MR. HOBLOCK:  Phase one is 95 per cent green.   
18           So five percent of 213.   
19                MR. CHUDNOFF:  Is 12.   
20                MR. HOBLOCK:  So phase one, you'r e going to  
21           disturb 12.  Part of that 12 will be c laimed as new  
22           green grass, shrubbery, et cetera.  So  you don't  
23           lose all 12.  If you go to phase two, you have 90  
24           percent.  So you double that 24.  The same then if  
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 1           you go to phase three, 84.   
 2                Does that answer your question? 
 3                MR. CONWAY:  No.  I'm not really good with  
 4           percentages.  I know 58 acres, it's --   
 5                MR. CHUDNOFF:  I don't remember 5 8 acres.  It  
 6           will be about 35 acres of the 215 acre s that will be  
 7           disturbed.  About 35 acres.  
 8                MR. CONWAY:  But that includes op en land and  
 9           wetlands. 
10                MR. CHUDNOFF:  When you say that includes open  
11           land, in total -- 
12                MR. CONWAY:  The land -- 
13                MR. CHUDNOFF:  In total, people w ill walk on 35  
14           acres.  Some people dig a hole, push s ome dirt, but  
15           about 35 acres. 
16                MR. CONWAY:  That's significantly  less than  
17           what it was.  With regards to the land , you might  
18           consider fields.  Right now, looking a t this, I see  
19           some aerial photos of it and I'm assum ing there's  
20           going to be some open fields left in t he green  
21           space.  Right? 
22                MR. CHUDNOFF:  The green space, i n fact, is  
23           going to be untouched.  In fact, it wi ll be a  
24           different -- it will be a perfect home  for piley.   
 
                                                              110 
 1           The green space that's going to be unt ouched  
 2           happens to have the favorite food of t he piley  
 3           woodpecker, which happens to be -- it' s up towards  
 4           the North Lake Avenue piece.  You have  red pine,  
 5           white pine.  As they die, that's when the piley   
 6           woodpecker comes in, makes a rectangul ar hole.  Now,  
 7           turkeys are a different problem. 
 8                UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  We can't he ar back here.  
 9                MR. CONWAY:  Now, with respect to  the open  
10           field, are you going to leave those ha llow?  Are  
11           you going to cut them?  Are they going  to regenerate  
12           forest land? 
13                MR. CHUDNOFF:  What's going to ha ppen is the 35  
14           acres, as it pertains to the 35 acres we were just  
15           talking about, those 35 acres will be built  
16           upon -- imagine if you were to build y our own home.   
17           You build your home, then you re-lands cape.  So what  
18           happens is if you take a look at some of the  
19           photographs that were shown earlier, w hen you build  
20           the building, unfortunately, building is a  
21           destructive process.  Before you can m ake it  
22           reconstructive like building a house, you have to -- 
23                MR. CONWAY:  It would be landscap ed, right? 
24                MR. CHUDNOFF:  Yeah.  Then, it be comes  
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 1           re-landscaped.  What we try to do -- a nd we have a  
 2           reasonable level of success.  I sugges t and I  
 3           welcome anyone to take a look at whate ver we've  
 4           done.  What we try to do is re-plant i ndigenous  
 5           species so that you keep harmony withi n what  
 6           surrounds it as well as you keep the s ame fauna as  
 7           well as the flora in the area.   
 8                As an example, in Hudson Preserve , we just  
 9           built a berm, an earthen berm, which i s irregular  
10           and about 800 feet long, about 60 feet  wide.  It's a  
11           series of undulations and we just fini shed it today,  
12           about 900 varying spruce, pine.   
13                And if I remember -- and if you l ooked at it  
14           now, even though we just did it and wh en the grass  
15           comes in, you'll see it has a look.  N ow, it does  
16           not look like an unspoiled forest.  Th at would be a  
17           disingenuous thing to say, but it look s pretty good.   
18           I mean, people tell me it looks pretty  good and it  
19           isolates the area. 
20                MR. CONWAY:  So, eventually, that  will be  
21           allowed to grow in? 
22                MR. CHUDNOFF:  Absolutely. 
23                MR. CONWAY:  Thank you.  With res pect to the  
24           light pollution, I haven't had a chanc e to see any  
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 1           of the rework for your streetscapes or  I understand  
 2           you haven't refiled the DEIS.  The lig ht is a big  
 3           concern for the area.  Have you given any  
 4           consideration to eliminating streetlig hting or  
 5           reducing household lighting?  My own s treet has no  
 6           streetlighting. 
 7                MR. CHUDNOFF:  What we do -- agai n, there is a  
 8           tip zone here.  There are people that feel  
 9           comfortable with some level of lightin g.  We try to  
10           keep it down to three or five candle p ower.  All of  
11           our lighting is down lighting.  While we have street  
12           lighting that looks like old English s treet lamps,  
13           they're about 14 feet high.  They're c apped on the  
14           top, so nothing is allowed to escape u p into the  
15           air.   
16                You will have some refraction; th ere's no  
17           question about it, but the lion's shar e of the light  
18           is bounced down to the ground and we h ave  
19           photoelectric -- to Henry's statement earlier, we  
20           have photoelectric analyses made of th e light spill  
21           of every single fixture that goes ther e.  And if you  
22           want at your leisure, if you contact P aul, you're  
23           more than welcome to see what these pl ans look like.   
24                You'll see at the fixture, at the  streetlight,  
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 1           there may be 6 cp and then as you walk  out 80 feet,  
 2           it goes down to 2 cp.  But there are a  large segment  
 3           of people that do want some form of il lumination at  
 4           night.  There are some who want none.  We try to  
 5           have a happy balance between the two. 
 6                MR. CONWAY:  All right.  I unders tand your  
 7           position.  I would go with none. 
 8                MR. CHUDNOFF:  You have children walking around  
 9           in the public area on the streets of B runswick.  I  
10           think when you have school children wa lking around,  
11           you're going to want to have some leve l of light.  I  
12           think women walking around feel more c omfortable  
13           with light.  It depends.  It's an indi vidual thing. 
14                MR. CONWAY:  Thank you.  With res pect to the  
15           tax projections per unit, I'm having a  little bit of  
16           difficulty getting my arms around this .  My house is  
17           probably close to the quality of const ruction.   
18                I have a three- or four-bedroom h ouse.  You  
19           know, if I do this calculation, two be drooms,  
20           $1,500-something, not a hundred dollar s basically a  
21           year in combined taxes.  Is that corre ct? 
22                MR. CHUDNOFF:  I don't think I un derstand. 
23                MR. CONWAY:  If I was to take -- combine two  
24           of your units, come up with a four-bed room house,  
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 1           the tax bases for that -- 
 2                MR. CHUDNOFF:  How many square fe et is your  
 3           house?  2,600? 
 4                MR. CONWAY:  3,500. 
 5                MR. CHUDNOFF:  Oh, 3,500.  So tha t would be  
 6           equivalent about -- 
 7                MR. CONWAY:  I'm paying about $9, 000 in taxes  
 8           a year. 
 9                MR. CHUDNOFF:  It would be equiva lent of three,  
10           three and a half apartments.  The one- bedroom  
11           apartments are about 850 feet.  The la rgest  
12           apartments are close to 1,600 feet.  T hose are the  
13           two-bedroom, the grand lux apartments.  
14                MR. CONWAY:  Two 1,500 square fee t  
15           apartments -- 
16                MR. CHUDNOFF:  3,200 square feet.  
17                MR. CONWAY:  -- you'd be paying a bout $2,700. 
18                MR. CHUDNOFF:  No.  You'd pay abo ut -- 3,200  
19           square feet, probably pay about $5,000  a year.   
20           Taxes really relate to a per square fo ot rate in  
21           multi-family dwellings versus single-f amily  
22           dwellings.  So they come out to about a dollar  
23           quarter to a dollar fifty square feet,  inclusive of  
24           the school and town tax. 
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 1                MR. CONWAY:  Can you confirm with  the tax  
 2           assessor? 
 3                MR. CHUDNOFF:  We confirm with ev ery tax  
 4           assessor, State of New York, every mul tiple-family  
 5           dwelling which occupies less of a foot print than a  
 6           typical house would by a long shot, bu t every  
 7           multiple-family dwelling is assessed o n its value as  
 8           an economic entity as well as reproduc tive cost.   
 9           Homes are not assessed on economic val ue.  They're  
10           assessed on like and comparable sales as well as  
11           reproductive cost.  So it's a little b it different.   
12                But the rule of thumb, a typical apartment in  
13           this district, this area, will run any where from a  
14           dollar a foot to $2.20 a foot.  I can tell you  
15           Rensselaer is $2.20.  I can tell you t hat parts of  
16           Saratoga County, further north of Sara toga Springs  
17           itself, is closer to a dollar.  I mean , there's a  
18           lot of variables that go with that. 
19                MR. CONWAY:  As a taxpayer, it di dn't feel  
20           equitable, assuming comparison in qual ity of  
21           construction of house amenities and su ch.  That's  
22           why I was asking further clarification . 
23                MR. CHUDNOFF:  Again, there are r ules of thumb  
24           and you're welcome to read this or any  of the other  
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 1           reports that are out there which are n ot prepared by  
 2           us but are prepared by third-party exp erts.   
 3                Typically, multi-family dwellings  impose less  
 4           of a service burden than do single-fam ily dwellings.   
 5           The burden of retail establishments is  different  
 6           from the burden of office establishmen ts.  They all  
 7           have different impacts on the municipa lities.  
 8                MR. CONWAY:  Thank you.  That's a ll.  
 9                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Blue Hero n is a  
10           beautiful development.  How many years  ago did you  
11           move there? 
12                MR. CONWAY:  I grew up in the tow n, Phil.  I  
13           moved back there six years ago. 
14                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I can't t hink of the  
15           lady's name down at the bottom, but sh e had the same  
16           concerns that you have.  When it was p roposed, she  
17           was afraid the wildlife would go away and birds  
18           which, you know, I want somehow to kee p this open  
19           space or have larger lots or something .  I lost  
20           neighbors to Blue Heron.  Billy Dates moved down  
21           there.  I think it got to him.   
22                But what I'm saying is that's a c lass -- you  
23           know, we did not allow streetlights.  So I had the  
24           same concerns. 
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 1                MR. CONWAY:  It's a redevelopment .  On  
 2           average, I think we're seeing somewher e about four  
 3           acres per -- 
 4                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  That's wh at I'm saying. 
 5                MR. CONWAY:  I've got about an ei ght-acre  
 6           lot.  My house is as far as the lawn, probably about  
 7           a third of an acre. 
 8                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We tried to assure that  
 9           lady just because they're bigger lots,  she did not  
10           believe -- she said, "The birds are go nna disappear;  
11           the wildlife's gonna disappear.  I don 't want houses  
12           behind me."   
13                I'm just saying larger lots make it good.  Blue  
14           Heron is a nice place to live. 
15                MR. CONWAY:  It's worked out very  nice.  I  
16           appreciate the fact that there's no st reetlighting.   
17           My neighbors have the courtesy to turn  lights off  
18           when they don't have -- 
19                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  It is ver y nice 
20                MR. CONWAY:  It's sustainable and  nice land  
21           development within the town.  I really  think it's  
22           kept the character of the town.  You'd  be  
23           hard-pressed to see my house from the one vantage  
24           point over on -- 
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 1                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Right on top of the  
 2           hill, right? 
 3                MR. CONWAY:  Yep. 
 4                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody e lse?  
 5                MR. JOYCE:  William Joyce, III, 1 3 Wyman  
 6           Lane.  If I appear to be a little diso rganized, I  
 7           apologize.  My notes are a little jumb led.  I've  
 8           lived in the town for 38 years, the sa me age that I  
 9           am now.  And I have some concerns, som e of which are  
10           individual, some of which are more com munity  
11           related.  I'll try to go through them.   It may be  
12           reiterating what many of you have alre ady said.   
13                The first thing is I'm an adjacen t property  
14           owner to this project.  I do note the change.  About  
15           600 feet of the west portion of our pr operty borders  
16           your development.  I have concerns rel ative to  
17           wildlife, relative to the wetlands, re lative to  
18           adjacent wetlands.   
19                I have a long history.  I know th is property  
20           quite well and have a lot of appreciat ion for it.   
21           I've spent a lifetime there.  Also, I' m an industry  
22           professional and I also understand the  process that  
23           you're going through and the process t hat's going to  
24           happen if this is approved, and I'd li ke to get into  
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 1           the reality of some of the things.   
 2                We've got a traffic problem, and you know what?   
 3           I don't know if we've got all our fact s together.   
 4           And I'm hoping that with the coordinat ion of our  
 5           Town Board and their consultant that i t doesn't turn  
 6           into a committee situation.  I hope it 's  
 7           well-coordinated.  If there's anything  I can do to  
 8           help that I know I can, I'll be willin g to do that.   
 9           I know committee.  I understand the co mplexity of  
10           it.  I also understand the permanent c hanges that  
11           are about to occur in this town that n one of us are  
12           going to be able to change after they' re done,  
13           including the problems that may be cre ated by your  
14           development.   
15                I want to make it very clear.  It 's a very real  
16           situation that is upon us.  What happe ns at this  
17           juncture at this time with the people that sit in  
18           this room and the people that sit on t hat Board is  
19           going to change the face of this town forever.  And  
20           I'm sure that everybody realizes that,  but I felt it  
21           necessary to reiterate that.   
22                It seems to me we need some real assessment.  I  
23           know we have very intelligent people f rom all walks  
24           of life involved, pro and con, but I d o see some  
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 1           confusion.  I do see some questions un answered.   
 2           Facts are facts.  Let's get our facts straight.   
 3                If this is approved, who's going to enforce the  
 4           dust, debris, earth movement?  You're talking about  
 5           moving a million cubic yards, more or less.  I've  
 6           seen some of the numbers.  I may be in correct.   
 7           That's a massive project as far as the  earth moving  
 8           phase of the job is concerned.   
 9                Have we considered the additional  traffic, dump  
10           trucks importing material that you don 't have  
11           on-site, material that doesn't come fr om cut and  
12           fill?  Have you considered all the oth er variables  
13           that are going to arise that a lot of us don't see  
14           that aren't privy to the construction industry and  
15           the development industry and so forth and so on?   
16                We've talked about lighting.  We' ve talked  
17           about the response to comments.  I'm a ssuming that  
18           this transcript that's being created h ere is going  
19           to be taken apart piece by piece and i t's going to  
20           be responded to and somebody's going t o check that  
21           it's going to be responded to.  I have  a concern  
22           about that.   
23                I'm a very thorough person when i t comes to  
24           things like that.  I would assume that  would be  
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 1           prudent in a situation like this given  the  
 2           circumstance.   
 3                I've also got a concern about the  exploitation  
 4           of our property, adjoining properties,  anybody that  
 5           feels they don't need a public audienc e.  We own 20  
 6           acres of that wetlands that adjoins Ro ute 7.  It now  
 7           has sheetpiling, now has water which w as a stagnant  
 8           swamp if many of you remember many yea rs ago, and is  
 9           not what it was today and a lot of tha t stems from  
10           wildlife.  Now, it's being exploited.  There's a  
11           sign up that says "Wildlife Viewing Ar ea."   
12                They don't realize it's private p roperty.  I've  
13           got people throwing fish hooks in ther e and doing  
14           things that were never done there.  Th at was left  
15           alone.  There might have been garbage thrown over  
16           the railing, but that was it.  Now, th ere's public  
17           access to it.  It's not public.  It's private  
18           property.  It's owned by myself and Fi vel, if I'm  
19           not mistaken, has a corner of it.  The re is an  
20           exploitation thing that also has to do  with your  
21           project relative to adjacent property.    
22                Once that site is an active site,  there's going  
23           to be people all over that place.  Who 's going to  
24           enforce where they go and what they do ?  Who's going  
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 1           to enforce what the end user's going t o do when they  
 2           want to go out and enjoy the area you propose for  
 3           them?  Are they going to abide by rule s?  Am I going  
 4           to have a trespassing problem?  These are nuisance  
 5           problems that need to be considered an d are probably  
 6           on everyone's minds.   
 7                We know why you're here.  You hav e a  
 8           motivation.  You bought a piece of pro perty.   
 9           Unfortunately, agriculture is no longe r a really  
10           profitable thing.  I find it sad.  I f ind it sad  
11           that the property we have here, which is very unique  
12           to this area -- I don't see a lot of p roperty like  
13           it in this country.  I go all over thi s  
14           country.  I find it sad but, hey, you' ve got a right  
15           to put it on the table and try to push  it through.   
16                But I do believe your motivation is money, and  
17           don't take this personal.  I'm not tak ing a shot at  
18           you.  I state what I believe is true.  I know I've  
19           worked for big developers in New York.   I understand  
20           where you're coming from.   
21                With all that said, I hope I've m ade some  
22           sense.  I do believe that sufficient t ime should be  
23           made to consider everything that is ab out to happen,  
24           be it these five projects, be it one p roject alone.   
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 1           And I think it's incumbent upon everyo ne in this  
 2           room to do what they can to help and c ome to a  
 3           solution that everyone is going to agr ee to.  And if  
 4           it does take some extra time, I hope t hat you will  
 5           allow or recognize that, being that wh at you're  
 6           going to build here is going to change  where a lot  
 7           of us have lived for our entire lives.    
 8                And I will state in 1992, my moth er was ran  
 9           over by a car on McChesney Avenue.  It  happens,  
10           okay?  And I've worked in the industry  for a long  
11           time.  I've seen many things I wish I didn't see.  I  
12           don't want to see that happen to anybo dy relative to  
13           something that wasn't properly thought  out,  
14           something that wasn't properly planned , something  
15           that was pushed through.   
16                I just hope that you realize what  you're doing  
17           here and the effect it's going to have  and our side  
18           of possibly needing more time to coord inate, more  
19           time to respond to what you're putting  on the table,  
20           and you as well taking the time to mak e sure these  
21           comments are responded to in detail.  Thank you.  
22                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .  
23                (Applause.) 
24                MR. LANE:  I'm going to be short and sweet.   
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 1           My name is Mark Lane, 322 North Lake A venue.  I'm  
 2           glad to hear about eliminating the exi t on to North  
 3           Lake.  That's enough of a traffic jam there as it  
 4           is, a raceway.   
 5                I don't really know where your pr oject is going  
 6           to come out, how close it comes to whe re I live, but  
 7           I would prefer to see single-family ho mes in that  
 8           area.  I thought that that was stated in the last  
 9           meeting that we had on this.  I though t you would  
10           have come back with it.  I think it wo uld have a  
11           better chance of passing.   
12                Everybody's made a lot of valid p oints tonight,  
13           so I'm not going to rehash any of that , but I think  
14           single-family homes are much more suit able for that  
15           piece of property.  That's all.  Thank  you. 
16                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , sir.   
17                (Applause.) 
18                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody e lse?   
19                Henry. 
20                DR. SCARTON:  Just a correction.  Henry  
21           Scarton.  I talked about air-handling units.  I was  
22           mistaken.  I meant condenser coils out side the  
23           house, not air-handling units; condens er coils.   
24           Sorry about that.  
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 1                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you , sir.  
 2                MR. LUNDY:  Eric Lundy, Colehamme r Avenue.  It  
 3           appears to me that in all these public  hearings,  
 4           many of the people from the town have expressed an  
 5           interest in having all these projects considered  
 6           cumulatively and so far, I haven't hea rd or seen  
 7           anything that shows that that's what's  happening or  
 8           being considered.   
 9                Now, it may be that it's being co nsidered and  
10           it just hasn't been released yet.  Tha t, I don't  
11           know.  But I would ask that it be cons idered that  
12           way.  I would ask that the public hear ing be held  
13           open and all the public hearings from all the  
14           projects be held open until such time that they can  
15           be posed together so the Board could h andle the  
16           Final EIS cumulatively.   
17                In addition, there's a gentleman that was in  
18           the back -- I don't know if he's still  here -- who  
19           at the last public hearing, not for th is project but  
20           I believe it was Herrington Hills -- 
21                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Marini Hi lls. 
22                MR. LUNDY:  Marini Hills.  He mad e a suggestion  
23           that instead of the mass housing proje ct, that the  
24           Board consider other uses for the prop erty.  And he  
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 1           came up with the idea of putting in ho bby farms.   
 2           Well, that sounds like a great idea.  That keeps  
 3           with the character of the town.  That' s what a lot  
 4           of these people who are here really wo uld like.   
 5           That's one of the big reasons they're here.  And if  
 6           you put in hobby farms -- you know, I don't know how  
 7           many -- you know, 15-acre farms and ma rket them to  
 8           people down from the City and you have  Saratoga  
 9           right here, well, wouldn't that help p roperty  
10           values?  Wouldn't that have less impac t on traffic?   
11           Wouldn't that still give you the tax r evenues that  
12           the Town apparently is seeking?   
13                So, hopefully, these are issues t hat could be  
14           addressed when the Board does finally review this.   
15           Thank you.  
16                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .   
17                (Applause.) 
18                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody h ave anything  
19           new to say given the hour?  Come on up .  
20                MR. COLANGELO:  My name is Vito C olangelo.  I  
21           live at 377 Brunswick Road.  I would l ike to make  
22           the following comment.  I think that t he Board has  
23           to consider all the projects together since the  
24           Board is aware at this time that all t hese projects  
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 1           are ongoing.   
 2                Further, I think that the data is  invalid.  I'm  
 3           now speaking to the traffic people, to  any of the  
 4           other people that are involved in the infrastructure  
 5           development.  It's invalid if you know  that there  
 6           are other projects ongoing not to cons ider those.   
 7           Technically, you can't do it.   
 8                If I were building a system and I 'm concerned  
 9           about fluid flow, I couldn't consider each unit  
10           independent of the other units that ar e gonna be  
11           tied in.  You simply can't do it.  The  numbers won't  
12           work.  The numbers won't allow it.  Fr om an  
13           engineering standpoint, it's invalid a nd you know  
14           it's invalid.   
15                It's all well and good to say we' re going to  
16           look at this project and we're going t o look at the  
17           impact of this project alone on traffi c or any other  
18           aspects of it, but technically, it sho uldn't be  
19           done.  And the Board shouldn't permit it to be done  
20           since the Board is now aware of it.  A nd, now, I'm  
21           speaking, I guess, to the attorney.  I t shouldn't be  
22           permitted.  Thank you.  
23                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .   
24                (Applause.) 
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 1                MR. BELL:  Having come in late, I  will now  
 2           attempt a summary.  My name is Leo Bel l.  I live at  
 3           11 Ledgewood Drive, fairly new to the area.  As I  
 4           say, I was late.   
 5                I was just curious:  Has anybody in this body  
 6           tonight spoken in favor of this projec t?  Anybody?   
 7           Anybody other than the people with an immediate  
 8           financial investment in this?  One.  T hat pretty  
 9           much approximates the information I ha ve.   
10                I've talked to probably 120 or 13 0 people about  
11           these proposed developments.  By eleve n to one, they  
12           said, "Brunswick's going to grow; we k now that.  We  
13           don't want Brunswick to grow into Lath am."  We want  
14           as the last speaker suggested, some pl an, some  
15           thought, some care.  We cannot have an  ad hoc  
16           proposal such as this.   
17                I'm not terribly concerned about 50 acres, 30  
18           acres, piley woodpecker or whatever.  What I  
19           am concerned about is the lack of a sy stematic plan  
20           approach to this.  As long as we don't  have that,  
21           the very reason we moved to Brunswick,  the very  
22           reason we live in Brunswick disappears .   
23                We just got to, Phil, we've got t o have a plan,  
24           not this ad hoc kind of arrangement.  My sense of  
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 1           the group is they don't believe we sho uld do it.  I  
 2           know the people I talked to don't beli eve we should  
 3           do it.  So I have to ask you all to pl ease think  
 4           very carefully; let's have a plan firs t. 
 5                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .  
 6                (Applause.) 
 7                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody e lse?  I'm not  
 8           trying to cut you off here.  Anybody h ave anything  
 9           new?  
10                MR. CHAUFFEY:  My name is Joseph Chauffey,  
11           Jr., Fork Street, Brunswick.  I've liv ed in  
12           Brunswick for over 40 years and I'm ag ainst this  
13           proposal.  It's not appropriate for th e town.   
14           It's overloading the present infrastru cture.  And  
15           for the idea that Route 7 should be en larged or  
16           widened, you're talking at least $50 m illion to go  
17           from River Street up to Best Road to a dd two more  
18           lanes.  $50 million.  And that's gotta  come from  
19           somewhere's.  It's not coming from the  people that  
20           are there or the people coming in.   
21                Most of the figures -- I haven't read their  
22           paperwork.  Most of the figures I beli eve are for  
23           them as best they can arrange it witho ut really  
24           spilling the beans.  The cheapest thin g, of course,  
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 1           is rural but everybody at this meeting  is  
 2           complaining about no planning and cumu lative  
 3           effects.  And the only way to fight th at or arrest  
 4           that is to limit the number of these h ousing  
 5           developments per square mile.  Draw a line  
 6           of -- draw the town up into districts,  five square  
 7           miles -- say one housing development p er five square  
 8           miles.   
 9                Now, under that plan, what we hav e is the  
10           Sycaway area, we're at the limit.  So this thing  
11           would be tossed out.  Most of the prop erty in the  
12           Sycaway area, there's a problem.  Very  familiar  
13           with the Duncan family.  There's a que stion about  
14           this property.  But that's all I have to say.   
15                There has to be some -- everybody  wants to  
16           limit -- they don't want to lose what we have.  They  
17           want to limit the cumulative effect.  It's a  
18           repeated thing.  The only way to do th at is put a  
19           limit on the number of large developme nts per the  
20           area and have so much zoning for housi ng, turn to  
21           spacing and houses per square mile.  Y ou have to  
22           address the whole development as like one house and  
23           say one development per ten square mil es or five  
24           square miles.  That's all I have to sa y.  Thank you.   
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 1                (Applause.) 
 2                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .  Andy, I  
 3           wasn't at the last meeting.  They said  Mr. Poleto  
 4           did a fine job.  Somebody said you got  up and  
 5           summarized, made a statement.  Is that  true?  I'm  
 6           just trying to do everything proper he re. 
 7                MR. GILCHRIST:  First off, you sh ould assure  
 8           there are no additional public comment s that anyone  
 9           wants to make. 
10                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Are there  any?  
11                MR. GILCHRIST:  Seeing or hearing  none, yes,  
12           where we are in the process now is, ag ain, the  
13           meeting or the reason for the special hearing was to  
14           accept comments from the public, from citizens  
15           within the town, adjoining municipalit ies and also  
16           other public agencies.   
17                One thing that I think does get o verlooked is  
18           the extensive coordination that this B oard is  
19           undertaking with other public agencies  on this, both  
20           at the municipal and the county, state  and federal  
21           level.  When notices go out regarding these  
22           projects, regarding public hearings, t hey go out not  
23           simply in the newspaper, on the web si te and posted  
24           at Town Hall.  And they don't go out j ust to the  
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 1           neighbors within 500 feet.  They do go  out to every  
 2           agency that has to pass on some aspect  of this  
 3           project and the directed noticed when public  
 4           hearings are occurring and when writte n comment  
 5           periods will be at an end to ensure th ey have an  
 6           opportunity to comment as well.   
 7                We've heard a lot about Route 7.  Be aware that  
 8           DOT has been involved in this review.  Mark Gregory  
 9           is consulting with them.  We've had se veral meetings  
10           at DOT to address that.  The comments -- I won't  
11           characterize them, but they have been limited coming  
12           from DOT.  We're taking on the burden of looking at  
13           these issues about Route 7 traffic pro blems as well. 
14           So there is an extended effort at coor dinating not  
15           just within the town but within all th e public  
16           agencies that have to pass or approve or permit some  
17           aspect of these projects.   
18                In the process of receiving these  comments, the  
19           applicant needs to address them, needs  to answer  
20           adequately and fully answer all the co mments and  
21           questions that have been raised.  Clea rly, one of  
22           them that has been repeated throughout  not only this  
23           public hearing but others are cumulati ve impacts.   
24                This is something that this appli cant as well  
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 1           as the other applicants in the town wi ll have to  
 2           address and it's an issue that this Bo ard will have  
 3           to consider.   
 4                In order to move the process forw ard to get the  
 5           additional information from the applic ant, there is  
 6           the need to close a public hearing.  I f you keep a  
 7           public hearing open, there is no movem ent in the  
 8           process and there is no legal requirem ent to turn to  
 9           an applicant and say, "I want that inf ormation."   
10                Under the SEQRA process, closing the public  
11           hearing then moves to the next step wh ich is, yes,  
12           the transcript is being made, all the written  
13           comments are received, the applicant m ust analyze  
14           them in detail, list out all the comme nts received  
15           and fully and adequately respond to th em in order  
16           for this Board to consider the adequac y of the  
17           project, the propriety of the project and whether or  
18           not to approve it, modify it or disapp rove it.  So  
19           we need to have that information from the applicant  
20           in order for this Board to then comple te its job and  
21           to allow the Town's consultants to rev iew that  
22           information.   
23                So, procedurally, we're at the po int where  
24           through the first public hearing and c ontinuation  
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 1           tonight, that has afforded members of the public to  
 2           provide their comments.  Now, it's up to the  
 3           applicant to respond to these comments .  And,  
 4           procedurally, we're at the step where the Board  
 5           should consider closing the public hea ring.   
 6                UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Mr. Herring ton, I think a  
 7           comment is in order.  All the comments  that Mr.  
 8           Gilchrist has made -- and he knows the  process, but  
 9           the process he's engaging in is one th at  
10           overwhelmingly the people here say is not a proper  
11           process, the process of considering on e project  
12           individually.  And those are the kinds  of things  
13           that Mr. Gilchrist has commented on.  That process  
14           is not an effective one for yielding a  viable town.   
15                What we need is a process in whic h there is  
16           input to a Master Plan for the Town.  That has been  
17           said again and again and I urge the Bo ard to listen  
18           to this public comment.  
19                MR. BAILEY:  I want to address he re the concern  
20           that I have over my well and my neighb or's well, the  
21           water. 
22                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Get close r to the mike. 
23                MR. BAILEY:  It's not just the wa ter runoff. 
24           The salt, the pesticides that are goin g to be used  
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 1           all come down that hill towards my pro perty.  So I'm  
 2           probably going to lose my well.  I wan t that  
 3           addressed for the site.  That's all. 
 4                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Have we c losed the  
 5           public hearing?  That's what the Board  chooses to  
 6           do.  Is there a written comment period  to put input  
 7           in? 
 8                MR. GILCHRIST:  Again, SEQRA regs  -- I'll  
 9           respond to the comment about the proce ss not being  
10           appropriate.  We must follow the legal  process on  
11           this application.  A master planning p rocess, which  
12           you made reference to, is not the proc ess we're  
13           going through tonight.  The process we 're going  
14           through is a PDD application being sub ject to SEQRA  
15           review.  And my counsel is making sure  that this  
16           project is done in compliance with the  SEQRA  
17           regulations.   
18                A master planning and comprehensi ve planning  
19           effort is not what the Board is curren tly engaged  
20           in, just so that the record reflects t hat.  The  
21           SEQRA regulations do say when a public  hearing is  
22           closed, a written comment period must be established  
23           for a minimum of 10 days after the clo se of the  
24           public hearing.  It's up to the discre tion of the  
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 1           Board, but you must have written comme nts after for  
 2           at least a 10-day period.  
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Well, I'l l make a  
 4           motion that we close the public hearin g and we keep  
 5           the written comment period open for 20  days or -- 
 6                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  Fifteen workin g days. 
 7                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Fifteen w orking days.   
 8                COUNCILMAN POLETO:  I'll second t hat motion. 
 9                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We have a  motion and a  
10           second.  All in favor.  
11                UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  You've got more people  
12           that want to speak. 
13                MR. GILCHRIST:  The Board can lis ten until it  
14           acts on the motion.   
15                MR. SCHMIDT:  Ray Schmidt, 81 Lib erty.  I'm a  
16           little bit concerned about the timing.   I'm just a  
17           wee bit concerned about timing.  The w eather was  
18           kind of sticky out tonight.  There may  be other  
19           people that want to show up but were a fraid to show  
20           up because of the ice storm.  I think the Board  
21           should take that into consideration.  Also, 15  
22           working days is kind of tough for us.  You know, we  
23           got jobs.  I'm sure you do also.  It t ook me five  
24           hours just on Saturday to write my res ponse to the  
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 1           previous development.  I just got arou nd to it on  
 2           Saturday.  So I would appreciate 20 wo rking days or  
 3           approximately four weeks.  I think tha t would be  
 4           reasonable for everybody to get on boa rd and  
 5           comment. 
 6                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Normally -- I mean, in  
 7           the past where I've been involved, you  had a public  
 8           hearing, you listen and you close it.  Then, there's  
 9           a written comment period.  What this B oard has done  
10           is had a public hearing, comments, kep t it open, had  
11           another public hearing.  I don't belie ve the roads  
12           are bad tonight.   
13                UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Yes, they w ere. 
14                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Now, we'v e got written  
15           comment.  I'm quite sure if I kept it open for  
16           another one, you wouldn't be happy the n either.   
17           What I'm hearing then, Ray, is you'd l ike to have  
18           the comment period -- 
19                MR. SCHMIDT:  I think if you give  20 days,  
20           approximately four weeks, that would b e reasonable. 
21                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  All right .  So you're  
22           saying 20 -- 
23                MR. SCHMIDT:  Approximately 20 bu siness days or  
24           approximately four weeks from now, app roximately a  
 
                                                              138 
 1           month, you know, that ballpark figure.    
 2                COUNCILMAN SALVI:  Twenty working  days. 
 3                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I'll amen d my motion. 
 4                I'll make a motion to amend that comment period  
 5           be for 20 working days.  All in favor.   The motion's  
 6           been made and seconded.  All in favor.    
 7                (Affirmative responses.)  
 8                MS. RUSSO:  Barbara Russo, Coleha mmer Avenue.   
 9           With all due respect to Mr. Gilchrist,  under the  
10           SEQRA regulations, the Town Board does  have the  
11           authority to keep the record open and to require a  
12           supplemental Draft EIS when it finds t hat the Draft  
13           EIS on the table is not sufficient.   
14                I believe that the residents of t his town have  
15           made sufficient and adequate comments to show the  
16           inadequacy of the Draft EIS.  They hav e not  
17           addressed several impacts and merely m akes a  
18           statement that there was no significan t adverse  
19           impacts in several respects.   
20                I put it on the Town Board.  I be lieve it is  
21           your duty to hold this record open in order to  
22           require a supplemental Draft EIS so th at the  
23           applicant can sufficiently address all  of the Town's  
24           concerns and that then allows the resi dents to  
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 1           adequately comment on the Draft EIS.   
 2                The public tonight didn't really have the  
 3           opportunity to comment on hard and tru e facts and  
 4           data, because most of it just said no significant  
 5           impacts.  
 6                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .   
 7                (Applause.) 
 8                MR. GILCHRIST:  Just to let the r ecord reflect,  
 9           when you take a look at the SEQRA regs , the issue of  
10           a supplemental Draft EIS is if there's  been a  
11           significant modification to the propos al or if that  
12           modification had not yet been addresse d in the  
13           earlier DEIS.   
14                I understand people have issues w ith the  
15           content, the data, the adequacy and th e correctness  
16           of the data presented.  The vehicle fo r addressing  
17           that is the Final EIS.  There has been  a  
18           modification, but when reviewing the u nderlying  
19           DEIS, one of the alternatives presente d was the 668  
20           units.  They did come forward with a r evised layout  
21           and that's why the visual assessment, the school  
22           district assessment -- because of the various school  
23           district property boundaries on the pr operty, the  
24           revised cuts and fills, that informati on was  
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 1           provided and supplemented in December.    
 2                This Board has the discretion to say that that  
 3           underlying DEIS, even though there's b een  
 4           disagreement with the content of it or  the  
 5           conclusions drawn by it, that it was c omplete.  And  
 6           there's been a modification and additi onal  
 7           information on that modification was s ubmitted.   
 8                The vehicle for having all of the se comments  
 9           addressed now is the Final EIS.  
10                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank you .  Thank you,  
11           everyone.   
12                COUNCILMAN POLETO:  I'll make a m otion to  
13           close. 
14                COUNCILMAN POLETO:  I'll second. 
15                SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  All in fa vor.   
16                (Affirmative responses.) 
17                (WHEREUPON, at 9:47 o'clock, p.m. , the public  
18           hearing was closed.) 
19                            * * * * * 
20   
21   
22   
23   
24   
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 1                    C E R T I F I C A T I O N 
 2   
 3           I, THERESA L. KLOS, Shorthand Reporter  and Notary  
 4  Public within and for the State of New York, do  hereby  
 5  CERTIFY that the foregoing record taken by me a t the time and  
 6  place noted in the heading hereof is a true and  accurate  
 7  transcript of same, to the best of my ability a nd belief. 
 8   
 9   
10                                 ---------------- --------- 
11                                  THERESA L. KLOS  
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14   
15   
16   
17   
18   
19   
20   
21   
22   
23   
24   


