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 1                        P R O C E E D I N G S 
 2                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  At this point, I'd  
 3            like to ask our town clerk to read th e notice of  
 4            the public hearing.   
 5                 THE CLERK:  "Notice is hereby gi ven that a  
 6            public hearing will be held by the To wn Board of  
 7            the Town of Brunswick on Wednesday, A ugust 3rd,  
 8            2005, at 6:30 p.m. at the Brunswick C ommunity  
 9            Center, Keyes Lane, Troy, New York, p ursuant to  
10            Section 10 of the Zoning Code of the Town of  
11            Brunswick and also pursuant to the St ate  
12            Environmental Quality Review Act and its  
13            implementing regulations at 6 NYCRR P art 617, to  
14            allow public comment on the applicati on submitted  
15            by Capital District Properties, LLC f or the  
16            proposed Hudson Hills apartment compl ex consisting  
17            of 1,116 apartment units within 77 bu ildings, and  
18            located on 216 acres bounded by Route  7 to the  
19            south, North Lake Avenue to the north  and Lord  
20            Avenue to the west.   
21                 "The property is currently zoned   
22            agricultural, A-40.  The application has been  
23            submitted pursuant to Section 10 of t he Zoning  
24            Code of the Town of Brunswick for a P lanned  
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 1            Development District, PDD.  A Draft E nvironmental  
 2            Impact Statement, DEIS, has been prep ared by  
 3            Capital District Properties, LLC for this action  
 4            pursuant to SEQRA.  The Town Board of  the Town of  
 5            Brunswick, as SEQRA Lead Agency, has accepted the  
 6            DEIS as adequate for public review, a nd a notice  
 7            of completion has been filed.  The pu blic hearing  
 8            will allow comment on the PDD applica tion and  
 9            DEIS.  Copies of the application mate rials and  
10            DEIS are available for public inspect ion during  
11            regular business hours at the followi ng locations:   
12            Town of Brunswick Town Office, 308 To wn Office  
13            Road, Troy, New York, 12180.   
14                 "In addition, a copy of the DEIS  is also  
15            available for public inspection durin g regular  
16            business hours at the Brunswick Commu nity Library,  
17            605 Brunswick Road, Eagle Mills, New York, 12180.  
18            All interested persons will be heard at the public  
19            hearing."  Dated June 24th, 2005 and published  
20            June 27, 2005 in the Troy Record.  
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thanks, Sue.   
22                 This public hearing is for Hudso n Hills's  
23            Planned Development District applicat ion.  The  
24            Brunswick Town Board is serving as a lead agency  
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 1            under the State Environmental Quality  Review Act  
 2            as well as reviewing the PDD applicat ion.   
 3                 This public hearing is being hel d to receive  
 4            comments on both the PDD application itself and  
 5            also the Draft Environmental Impact S tatement  
 6            submitted by the applicant.  Your com ments on the  
 7            overall application as well as the DE IS will be  
 8            accepted and considered by this Board .   
 9                 When a Town Board is reviewing t he Planned  
10            Development District application and is serving as  
11            lead agency, several other public age ncies are  
12            involved in this process, including C ity of Troy,  
13            Rensselaer County, New York State age ncies,  
14            Federal Army Corps of Engineers.  The  Town  
15            distributed full copies of the Draft Environmental  
16            Impact Statement to all of the indivi dual members  
17            of the Town Board, everyone on the Br unswick  
18            Planning Board, Brunswick Zoning Boar d, Brunswick  
19            Town department heads, including the building  
20            department, water department, highway  department,  
21            town attorney, town assessor all rece ived those  
22            DEIS's.   
23                 The City of Troy, also Rensselae r County  
24            Health Department, Rensselaer County Sewer  
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 1            District, Rensselaer County Highway D epartment,  
 2            Rensselaer County Planning Department , New York  
 3            State Department of Environmental Con servation,  
 4            New York State Department of Health, the New York  
 5            State Department of Transportation is  involved.   
 6                 The New York State Office of Par ks,  
 7            Recreation and Historic Preservation,  the fire  
 8            districts and school districts also r eceived the  
 9            DEIS.   
10                 The Town Board will be receiving  and  
11            considering comments from every one o f these  
12            agencies that I just mentioned to you .   
13                 The applicant will make a presen tation  
14            concerning the application and then t he Board will  
15            open the public hearing for your comm ents.  There  
16            is a microphone up in front and we as k that all  
17            speakers use the microphone so your c omments can  
18            be heard clearly.  We ask that anyone  who makes a  
19            comment provide their name and addres s for the  
20            record.   
21                 The Town Board has retained a st enographer  
22            who will be making a transcript of th e hearing and  
23            that transcript will become part of t he official  
24            record.   
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 1                 The Town Board has retained an i ndependent  
 2            engineering consultant to review this  and attorney  
 3            who the applicant is paying for -- yo u aren't  
 4            paying for them -- to assist the Town  Board in  
 5            review of the application.   
 6                 The Town Board has not made any final  
 7            decisions, positive or negative, on t his  
 8            application and will not do so until it receives  
 9            and fully considers all of your comme nts -- and,  
10            hopefully, all of you know us well en ough to know  
11            that is a true statement -- as well a s comments  
12            from all other public agencies.  And I want you to  
13            be assured that this Board will liste n to your  
14            comments.   
15                 Now, at this point, what I'd lik e to do is  
16            turn it over to Andrew Gilchrist who will update  
17            everyone on the procedural status for  this  
18            application.    
19                 MR. GILCHRIST:  This application  has been  
20            submitted by Capital District Propert ies.  It is  
21            under Article 10 of the Code.  It's f or a Planned  
22            Development District, as you know.  T he  
23            application was submitted several mon ths ago.   
24                 This Board, as Supervisor Herrin gton just  



 Page   7 
 1            reviewed, is reviewing both the plann ing  
 2            or -- strike that -- the PDD applicat ion, that is  
 3            a planning and zoning decision by thi s Board, as  
 4            well as all of the environmental impa cts  
 5            associated with this action, and that 's under the  
 6            State Environmental Quality Review Ac t and this  
 7            Board is serving as lead agency.   
 8                 As you may recall back in June, after several  
 9            months of having reviewed the Environ mental Impact  
10            Statement that the applicant submitte d to the  
11            Town, the Town Board deemed that docu ment adequate  
12            for public review and comment and, as  Supervisor  
13            Herrington said, filed a notice of co mpletion.   
14            That allows the public an opportunity  to comment  
15            both on the Draft EIS, the Environmen tal Impact  
16            Statement, as well as the underlying PDD  
17            application.   
18                 Your comments on whether this us e is  
19            appropriate from a planning and zonin g perspective  
20            for that site, that's the purpose of this hearing.   
21                 I have to reiterate something I said in June,  
22            which is when a DEIS is deemed comple te and  
23            adequate for someone to review, it do es not mean  
24            that this Board, both as lead agency and Town  
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 1            Board on the PDD, has determined that  the  
 2            application is approvable in its curr ent form.   
 3                 What that means when you file a notice of  
 4            completion is that the document is ad equate for  
 5            public review and comment.  Superviso r Herrington  
 6            just stated that this Board has not m ade a  
 7            determination, either positive or neg ative, on  
 8            this application at this time.  Legal ly, I've  
 9            advised them that they can't do that until they  
10            consider all the comments received bo th from  
11            members of the public tonight as well  as all the  
12            other public involved agencies.   
13                 Supervisor Herrington listed sev eral,  
14            municipal, city, county, state.  I'll  also add for  
15            the record that the Federal Army Corp s of  
16            Engineers is involved as well.  Until  this Board  
17            receives comments on this document, o n the Draft  
18            Environmental Impact Statement, as we ll as the  
19            underlying application, they will not  be making a  
20            determination on this application.  T he law  
21            requires this Board to consider and t ake what's  
22            called a hard look at the issues rais ed in this  
23            application and they will do so both with the aid  
24            of technical consultants -- as you ma y know,  
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 1            Kestner Engineering has been retained  to review  
 2            this. 
 3                 MR. KESTNER:  Mark Kestner. 
 4                 MR. GILCHRIST:  Thank you.   
 5                 (Continuing) -- to review this o n a technical  
 6            basis from an engineering perspective .  Mark has  
 7            also retained Mark Gregory of Transpo rtation  
 8            Concepts and he'll be reviewing the t raffic  
 9            impacts on the application.   
10                 And I'm reviewing this from a le gal  
11            perspective as well to make sure all the  
12            requirements under the SEQRA regulati ons and under  
13            the Town Code are adhered to in this review.   
14                 Again, this is an opportunity fo r members of  
15            the public to express their comments,  their  
16            thoughts on the impact statement whic h has been  
17            available for public inspection as we ll as the  
18            overall application which, likewise, has been on  
19            file at the Town Hall and available f or public  
20            review.   
21                 And with that, I'll give it back  to  
22            Supervisor Herrington to open the pub lic hearing.  
23                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank yo u, counsel.   
24            At this point, I'd like to call Mr. C hudnoff.   
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 1            Would you like to make a presentation , Marvin? 
 2                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Yes, thank you.  My name is  
 3            Marvin Chudnoff and I am the managing  partner of  
 4            Capital District Properties -- 
 5                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Can we all ow people  
 6            standing outside to come in?  It will  just take a  
 7            minute. 
 8                 (Pause in the proceedings.)         
 9                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  I think that's an  interesting  
10            segue into what I think is somewhat u northodox.   
11            Typically -- and this meeting tonight  is solely to  
12            invite the comments of the general pu blic relative  
13            to this particular document over here , and I will  
14            hand that off to my associate, Bill H oblock, in a  
15            few moments.  But I think because, as  what the  
16            Supervisor just said is very true, I have never  
17            seen this many people at the Brunswic k meeting and  
18            I think it's unfair for you not to se e what we are  
19            talking about.   
20                 I'd like to spend maybe five min utes and give  
21            you a quick overview of what our drea ms and what  
22            our vision is for Brunswick and the i mmediate  
23            community and then I'm going to just move directly  
24            to Bill Hoblock.  Then, we'll talk di rectly about  
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 1            the EIS and I believe it then goes to  the public.   
 2                 I've been up here for 40 years.  For 40  
 3            years, I have been a, in quotes, deve loper, a real  
 4            estate builder, a real estate owner.  I've been a  
 5            developer throughout the entire Unite d States.  As  
 6            I say, again, I've been in the Capita l District,  
 7            primarily Watervliet, Latham, Colonie , for the  
 8            last 40 years.   
 9                 In the last five or six years, a s it has been  
10            obvious, I think, to most of you, the re's been  
11            significant growth in the Capital Dis trict and  
12            that's growth that's coming from a wh ole host of  
13            sources, from the educational institu tions, from  
14            scientific institutions.  But what I think is  
15            interesting is its growth that is div ersifying the  
16            economic labor base of the Capital Di strict.   
17                 And as this has happened through out the  
18            entire United States, that kind of gr owth requires  
19            housing for people.  And in our count ry, housing  
20            generally takes one out of three form s.  And if  
21            you travel anywhere throughout the Un ited States,  
22            within one or two percentile points, you will find  
23            that a third of the population have s takes in  
24            single-family dwellings, a third in c ondominium,  
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 1            high-rise, co-op and a third in multi -family  
 2            rentals.   
 3                 What we have tried to do, and wh ich I will  
 4            show you in a moment, is kind of take  the best of  
 5            both worlds.  We believe you have a b eautiful  
 6            community here.  We believe that the site is a  
 7            beautiful site line.  And what we hav e tried to do  
 8            is permit the economic flexibility fo r people that  
 9            live here and people that choose to l ive here to  
10            be able to have the option of having rental  
11            housing without making a major moneta ry commitment  
12            and, at the same time, to permit them  to move into  
13            first-class, top-drawer, relatively e xpensive, a  
14            thousand to $1,600 a month, apartment  units that  
15            are built more like condominiums than  they are  
16            built as rental apartments.   
17                 What we are talking about is lux ury housing.   
18            The site that we're talking about is the site off  
19            of Hoosick by Betts Road.  We have a whole series  
20            of other maps.  If anyone wishes to s ee them, we  
21            will show them.   
22                 The buildings that we propose to  build are  
23            buildings that will be somewhat akin to that, but  
24            that's a very poor picture.   
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 1                 We're building another community  right now  
 2            which is opening up, interestingly en ough, next  
 3            week in Latham.  Two-dimensional draw ings are very  
 4            difficult to really convey what somet hing will  
 5            look like.  That is being built now, as I said, in  
 6            Latham and you can see the difference  between the  
 7            first picture and this picture in tha t this is  
 8            computer-generated and really shows y ou  
 9            dimensions.  It shows you a court cen ter to this.   
10            It shows you a series of gabled ends.   It shows  
11            you a series of different shadow line s trying to  
12            make housing -- and there are 14 unit s in this  
13            particular building -- reasonably att ractive for  
14            people.  And we do that, and we hope we succeed,  
15            with shadow lines, roof lines, indivi dual  
16            entrances for each apartment and the clubhouse  
17            over there.   
18                 This is a job similar to phase o ne.  By the  
19            way, this is 350 rental units.  This is the  
20            clubhouse.  This will be the clubhous e that we're  
21            proposing here in Brunswick.  This is  a luxury  
22            high-rise -- a luxury low-rise multip le family  
23            dwelling.   
24                 The rental, as I said, will rang e from a  
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 1            thousand to $1,600 a month.  Interest ingly enough,  
 2            the demographic which we thought we w ere targeting  
 3            for this particular community, we hit  right on the  
 4            head.  About 60 percent of the people  that are  
 5            moving in here are considered to be t he term  
 6            empty-nesters; thus, people my age, m aybe five,  
 7            six years younger, where their childr en have moved  
 8            out of the house.  And these are exis ting  
 9            residents of the entire Colonie commu nity who are  
10            selling their homes to the new people  coming in  
11            and wish to stay in Colonie and wish to stay  
12            in a quality community.   
13                 I'd like to just show you what a re basically  
14            the layouts of what we're talking abo ut.  By the  
15            way, there's a waiting list for this right now.   
16            It's opening up next week.  So it's b een rather  
17            well received.   
18                 This is -- should I show it to t he Board as  
19            well as to the public? 
20                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Show it to the  
21            public. 
22                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  This is what we p ropose to  
23            build.  This is what we build with ap artments that  
24            have wooden floors, carpeted floors, central air  
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 1            conditioners, washers and dryers in t hem.  We  
 
 2            built units that have multiple pane w indows.   
 3            Every unit has a terrace.  Every unit  has a  
 4            balcony.  Every unit has a separate e ntry.  These  
 5            are all luxury dwellings.  This unit alone is  
 6            about 1,600 square feet.  So they're good size  
 7            units and we think that they are rath er well done  
 8            and, obviously, the public in Colonie  thinks the  
 9            same.  
10                 What does this mean for the comm unity?  I've  
11            taken the opportunity to just put up a few bullet  
12            points of where we think the communit y will be  
13            better if this is an intelligently pl anned and  
14            intelligently executed housing commun ity.   
15                 First of all, it will permit you  to have an  
16            alternative to what you currently hav e now.  There  
17            is no luxury rental housing in the Br unswick  
18            community today.  It gives an alterna tive for  
19            empty-nesters or young professionals coming into  
20            the area to have an alternative to im mediate home  
21            purchase.   
22                 Most people that come into the a rea typically  
23            would like to spend one, two, three, five years  
24            before they graduate and many of them  do graduate  
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 1            up into a single-family dwelling.  Th is  
 2            development will loop the town's wate r system from  
 3            Hoosick up to North Lake, which has g ot  
 4            significant operational benefits to i t and  
 5            significant life safety benefits to i t.   
 6                 This entire development will tak e 10 years to  
 7            reach completion and during that time , we will  
 8            employ about 200 people during that t ime frame.   
 9            When it is completed, this job will p roduce about  
10            $2.3 million a year in taxes to the c ommunity.   
11            There will be additional revenue supp ort for all  
12            the other things that are in the comm unity,  
13            additional users.  And, obviously, th e new  
14            residents will patronize the local bu sinesses,  
15            many of which are now coming up on Ho osick Avenue.   
16                 That's a very quick overview of what our  
17            vision is and I'd like to turn this o ver to Bill  
18            Hoblock and he will talk about the En vironmental  
19            Impact Statement itself.  
20                 MR. HOBLOCK:  My name is Bill Ho block.  We  
21            began this process about one year ago .  It was  
22            actually one year ago to the date.  I t was August  
23            of last year when we submitted our or iginal  
24            application.  During the last year, w e have been  
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 1            working very closely with not only th e Town, its  
 2            consultants and other public agencies  in what  
 3            began as a concept to what we're here  tonight,  
 4            which is to discuss this, our Draft E nvironmental  
 5            Impact Statement.   
 6                 About 50 copies have been submit ted, and it  
 7            was mentioned earlier, to various Boa rd members,  
 8            every public agency, whether involved , whether  
 9            interested, under SEQRA and various m embers of the  
10            public requested it.   
11                 The DEIS itself discusses all th e issues that  
12            have been identified during the SEQRA  scoping  
13            process and those were the issues tha t were  
14            identified by the public, by this Boa rd and by all  
15            public agencies.   
16                 The assessment included in this Draft  
17            Environmental Impact Statement also i ncludes  
18            mitigation measures and alternatives that will  
19            reduce or eliminate any potential sig nificant  
20            impact of the development.   
21                 The DEIS document itself was pre pared by our  
22            engineering firm, O'Brien & Gear.  Je ff Ryan and  
23            Gary Stewart are here tonight from O' Brien &  
24            Gear and you probably have in that do cument itself  
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 1            about a dozen different engineering d isciplines  
 2            that have gone through all of the iss ues.  
 3                 Let me hit briefly -- while this  document has  
 4            been available to the public for abou t two months  
 5            or so, I'd like to hit briefly all of  the issues  
 6            that were identified, as I stated, an d discussed  
 7            in the DEIS.   
 8                 Marvin Chudnoff had mentioned th e benefit to  
 9            the downtown and that is discussed mo re in the  
10            DEIS.  The subject of the geology was  analyzed. 
11            Soils, bedrock and topography, erosio n and  
12            sediment control was analyzed.  The c ut and fill  
13            analysis with respect to the earth wo rk,  
14            stormwater management was also detail ed and  
15            outlined.  Water resources, surface w ater as well  
16            as groundwater were analyzed in the D EIS.  Air  
17            quality with respect to construction vehicle  
18            emissions and operation of Hudson Hil ls itself was  
19            studied.   
20                 Terrestrial and aquatic ecology was detailed  
21            and looked at, including vegetation, habitat and  
22            species, flora, fauna and wetlands.  Traffic was  
23            a major issue that came up on day one , so a very  
24            detailed and exhaustive study was don e by Crate  
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 1            Manning Engineering.  Tom Johnson fro m Crate  
 2            Manning is here tonight.  And that st udy was done  
 3            in conjunction with the Town as well as the New  
 4            York State Department of Transportati on.   
 5                 Land use and zoning was studied.   Community  
 6            resources were analyzed in the DEIS.  Utilities,  
 7            every type of utilities, water, sewer , electric,  
 8            natural gas, telephone and cable serv ices,  
 9            emergency services were looked at.  W aste  
10            management, the impact on public scho ol systems,  
11            recreational facilities and municipal  revenues was  
12            also analyzed.   
13                 Cultural resources were assessed  in the DEIS,  
14            including a viewshed analysis which w as complete  
15            and attached to the document itself.  Historical  
16            and archeological resources are also assessed.   
17            Noise and commune character, includin g the impact  
18            on surrounding property values, poten tial  
19            population and growth inducement aspe cts of Hudson  
20            Hills were also assessed.   
21                 Apart from that, apart from all of the issues  
22            and the sub-issues that go along with  all of  
23            those, alternatives to the developmen t as proposed  
24            are assessed in the DEIS.  These alte rnatives  
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 1            include not only alternative configur ations of  
 2            development but as well as alternativ e scales or  
 3            size.   
 4                 And the last part of the DEIS, b ased on input  
 5            from the Town and input from the agen cies and  
 6            working with the consultants, a cumul ative impact  
 7            of Hudson Hills in connection with ot her proposed  
 8            developments in the area was analyzed .  Based on  
 9            an analysis of all of these issues, t he DEIS has  
10            been deemed complete for public comme nt here  
11            tonight at this meeting.  Thank you.  
12                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank yo u, Bill.   
13                 Andy, do you want to maybe expla in for me the  
14            format here?  I mean, it's not really  a question  
15            and answer or a debate tonight, corre ct? 
16                 MR. GILCHRIST:  Yes.  The format  tonight,  
17            this is a public hearing that invites  comments to  
18            be received that will be looked into by the  
19            applicant as well as the Board.  It's  not a  
20            question and answer or debate session .  If the  
21            applicant chooses to respond to a com ment this  
22            evening as you speak -- you heard the ir  
23            consultants are here -- they can choo se to do  
24            that.  But be advised, this is the op portunity for  
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 1            both the Board as well as the applica nt to hear  
 2            the comments.   
 3                 You must understand that this do esn't  
 4            complete the review process.  The app licant must  
 5            accept all these comments.  The reaso n we have a  
 6            stenographer here to create a transcr ipt is that  
 7            transcript will be submitted to the a pplicant.   
 8            That must be reviewed and all the iss ues raised  
 9            tonight as well as all the other writ ten comments  
10            that could be received must be respon ded to by the  
11            applicant to the satisfaction of the Town Board.   
12                 So the purpose for tonight again  is not  
13            question and answer or debate, but it  is the  
14            opportunity to put the comments on th e record that  
15            the applicant will need to respond to .  And the  
16            other involved agencies, the other pu blic  
17            agencies, will have the opportunity t o examine  
18            those comments as well.   
19                 So, again, that's the forum.  If  the  
20            applicant chooses to respond to a cer tain issue or  
21            comment raised, they're certainly ent itled to do  
22            so, but it's not required.  You must understand.   
23            Don't feel that since something's not  being  
24            responded to, it will not be.  It wil l be.  The  
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 1            law requires that it be.  And there i s another  
 2            document, yet, that needs to be submi tted by the  
 3            applicant to respond to all of your c omments and  
 4            it's that document that will ultimate ly be  
 5            reviewed by this Board.   
 6                 Again, to make sure that the app lication's  
 7            complete, that document needs to be d eemed  
 8            complete.  So, again, please put all your comments  
 9            on the record.  They could be respond ed to if the  
10            applicant chooses but, again, it's no t a question  
11            and answer or debate session tonight.   
12                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank yo u, Andy.   
13                 At this point, I'd like to open it up to the  
14            public.  Maybe if you would come up a nd use the  
15            microphone.  What I'd like to have yo u do is  
16            address the Board, mainly so we can h ear you and  
17            also so the stenographer can get your  comments on  
18            the record.   
19                 So at this point, is there anyon e who wants  
20            to be number one here to get started?   Any  
21            comments, concerns? 
22                 MR. KESTNER:  I'm Tony Kestner.  I live at 16  
23            Woodhill Lane.  That's right near the  Town Beach.   
24            I have a real problem with the densit y of this  
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 1            project.  It's more dense than the lo west zoning  
 2            that we have, DR-9 zone.  When you mo ve into a new  
 3            development, you expect to have a cer tain amount  
 4            of construction activity.  But when y ou move to an  
 5            area that is basically an A-40 zone, you don't  
 6            expect to have to listen to 10 years of  
 7            construction of apartment buildings.   
 8                 He stated this is going to be a 10-year  
 9            project in phases and my question is:   Are we just  
10            allowing this to be dragged out?  So that if it  
11            doesn't work out, how do we know that  these  
12            apartments won't be changed to a diff erent type of  
13            apartment down the road?   
14                 As far as the traffic goes, I wa s wondering  
15            if this study was actually done when the Town  
16            Beach was open or was the traffic cou nt done prior  
17            to the Town Beach opening?  Thank you .  
18                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Tony, th ank you very  
19            much.  These are the types of concern s that we're  
20            here to listen to tonight.  As I ment ioned, we 
21            make sure we don't want to miss anyth ing, so we  
22            have a stenographer here. 
23                 Anyway, these are good comments,  Tony.  This  
24            is why we're here and, you know, thes e are the  
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 1            type things we need to hear and have people answer  
 2            for us.   
 3                 Anybody else?  Who wants to be n ext, I should  
 4            say?  
 5                 MR. SCARTON:  My name is Henry S carton.  I  
 6            live at 14 Kestner Lane in Troy.  I h ave two  
 7            informational questions.  I may have some  
 8            questions, but my first informational  question is:   
 9            Is that book available to us now sinc e I  
10            personally didn't even know about thi s?   
11                 I know you're going to tell me i t's been  
12            publicly available for two months.  W ell, I've  
13            been very busy.  I didn't even hear a bout it til I  
14            saw a note in my mailbox this afterno on.  I'm here  
15            even though my wife is home ill.  I w ould like to  
16            see the book.   
17                 Is there a copy they can circula te around  
18            this room?  We won't destroy it. 
19                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I guaran tee you won't  
20            read that tonight. 
21                 MR. SCARTON:  As you know, Phil,  I have some  
22            experience in reading these documents  and I want  
23            to look for certain key points. 
24                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  What I'm  telling  
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 1            you -- 
 2                 MR. SCARTON:  Is this the only p ublic hearing  
 3            we're going to have? 
 4                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Andy wil l answer all  
 5            these.  I wasn't trying to be wise, b ut I mean 
 6            that, I'm not as quick as you are.  I t took me  
 7            quite a while to get through that one . 
 8                 MR. SCARTON:  I helped to write these  
 9            documents.  People hire me to do this . 
10                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  You don' t want to  
11            circulate it tonight.  I just assume the  
12            people -- Andy, do you want to answer ? 
13                 MR. SCARTON:  Well, I'd like to know  
14            specifically the things on the study on the effect  
15            of property values.  I have very spec ific  
16            comments, though.  Can somebody just tell us what  
17            it says in there, please? 
18                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Henry, I 'll give you  
19            my copy if you want to read it tonigh t or right  
20            now. 
21                 MR. GILCHRIST:  That would be fi ne.  The  
22            question was:  Is there a copy so tha t it can be  
23            looked at this evening?  And this gen tleman asked  
24            me for my copy.  My response, just so  everyone  
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 1            understood what the discussion was, i s that's the  
 2            copy that I've gone through and read and annotated  
 3            with my own notes.  So that one is no t available  
 4            for public review and inspection.   
 5                 There is a clean copy available,  I believe,  
 6            and if someone would like to take a l ook at it, we  
 7            can make that available.  As you said , I will  
 8            reiterate for the record that these d ocuments have  
 9            been filed in the Town Office and Com munity  
10            Library since the end of June and I h ope everyone  
11            has had an opportunity and adequate a ccess to  
12            those documents so that they can make  meaningful  
13            comments.  I hope that that has occur red.   
14                 As to the public hearing, they w ill make a  
15            determination at the end of this even ing as to  
16            whether to keep the public hearing op en.  If there  
17            are issues that we need additional in formation on,  
18            this public hearing may be held open.    
19                 So with that, we'll allow additi onal  
20            comments. 
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  How many  of them  
22            copies have we had made?  Anyone know ?  We had 50  
23            copies of that made.  I'm quite sure you guys  
24            probably know.  What did that cost yo u?   
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 1                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  It was $200 a pop .   
 2                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  That doesn 't matter. 
 3                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I'm not saying that. 
 4            What I'm saying is -- I'm not afraid to charge  
 5            developers.  I think we'll admit that .   
 6                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Let's move  on. 
 7                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Wait a m inute now.   
 8            What I'm trying to tell you is I brag  about how  
 9            polished people are in Brunswick.  Yo u don't need  
10            to start fighting with me.  I'm on yo ur side,  
11            guys.  So what I'm trying to say here  is -- wait a  
12            minute.  Please.   
13                 What I'm trying to say here is w e  
14            distributed -- Henry, just for your s ake, I've  
15            never since I've been here, and Pat's  been here  
16            quite a while -- made sure that every  single  
17            person -- I mean, we never handed out  50 copies is 
18            what I'm trying to say.  And they wil l be  
19            available at the Town.  We have one a t the Town  
20            Office, the one at the library and we 've got 50  
21            copies out.   
22                 I just want to tell you I've nev er heard of  
23            that before.  So we are working. 
24                 MR. ABBOTT:  Has this been the l argest  
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 1            development in Brunswick so far?  I'm  Ron Abbott.   
 2            I live on North Lake Avenue. 
 3                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  The larg est proposal  
 4            probably.  What I'm saying is I'm try ing to do it  
 5            right. 
 6                 MR. ABBOTT:  Right.  Well, I und erstand that.   
 7            My problem is you're telling us how g ood of a job  
 8            you did, but none of us here seem to have heard a  
 9            lot more than you have.  It didn't co me when they  
10            sent out and told me when the leaves were going to  
11            be picked up.  It sure didn't make it  to my house. 
12                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Tonight is a public  
13            hearing for all you people to come an d listen to  
14            try to get informed.  You know that.  Trust me,  
15            you are going to be informed.  Trust me.  And I  
16            don't think you want me to mail that with a leaf  
17            flyer, I don't think.   
18                 Anybody else? 
19                 MR. DURKIN:  Joseph Durkin, Mapl e Avenue.   
20            The Draft Environmental Impact Statem ent basically  
21            concluded that there's no impact on t he character  
22            of the community and it made some sel ective quotes  
23            from the Comprehensive Plan, selectiv e quotes that  
24            were beneficial to them saying that t he  
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 1            Comprehensive Plan envisions a bedroo m community.   
 2                 The Draft Environmental Impact - - excuse me.   
 3            The Comprehensive Plan has quite a nu mber of  
 4            comments and commitments to maintaini ng the rural  
 5            character of Brunswick.  I think the Draft  
 6            Environmental Impact Statement is def icient in not  
 7            adequately addressing the rural natur e of  
 8            Brunswick.   
 9                 If you take a look at this devel opment and if  
10            you look at the other developments th at are before  
11            the Board, you will see that the rura l suburban  
12            line, the division between the rural areas and the  
13            urban areas, is being moved significa ntly into the  
14            heart of Brunswick.   
15                 The Comprehensive Plan makes the  point of  
16            saying that there is a patchwork of h amlets, open  
17            space, farm land.  Once again, lookin g at the map  
18            which shows the number of development s currently  
19            before the Board, you will see that t he few  
20            remaining open spaces in the vicinity  of Hudson  
21            Hills/Brunswick Meadows will be fille d up, thus  
22            extending the urban sprawl significan tly into  
23            Brunswick.   
24                 I think the Draft Environmental Impact  
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 1            Statement should address the open spa ce issues in  
 2            much more detail than it currently do es and  
 3            address the fact that you're changing  an  
 4            agricultural zone, as this gentleman said, to an  
 5            urban development zone in effect, and  that's it. 
 6                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank yo u.  Good  
 7            comments.   
 8                 (Applause.) 
 9                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody else? 
10                 MR. GRASSO:  I'm Vito Grasso.  I  just want to  
11            thank the Supervisor and the Board fo r this public  
12            hearing.  I also want to thank all of  you for  
13            coming out.  I think your participati on in this is  
14            as important to this process as their s.   
15                 I'm Vito Grasso.  I live on Pine woods Avenue.   
16            I share Mr. Kestner's concern about t he magnitude  
17            and the density of this proposed proj ect.  It  
18            seems to me, and the information that  I've seen is  
19            that this project -- and I understand  it has a  
20            10-year roll-out period -- would have  the effect  
21            of increasing or presumes that there' s going to be  
22            approximately a 20 percent increase i n the  
23            population of this town.  That's what  would be  
24            necessary to support this project in the next 10  
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 1            years.   
 2                 To my recollection, there hasn't  been a 10  
 3            percent increase in the population of  this town  
 4            during any of the recent census perio ds that have  
 5            been tracked.  So I think that would be an  
 6            important issue for the Town Board to  look at, the  
 7            feasibility of the town growing at th e pace and  
 8            magnitude that would be necessary to actually  
 9            support this type of project.  Otherw ise, we're  
10            going to have a lot of vacant propert y in the  
11            town.   
12                 I also share Joe's concern about  the adequacy  
13            of the traffic survey that was done.  We've all  
14            seen the impact of the work that's be en done on  
15            Route 7 on traffic patterns in the ar eas around  
16            Route 7 even as far as Pinewoods Aven ue and that's  
17            without any additional residences or even  
18            commercial property.  That's just the  work that's  
19            been done on that road and the kinds of things  
20            that have had to occur in order to di vert traffic.   
21                 Finally, I would be concerned ab out the  
22            projected income that might be genera ted by this  
23            development.  The developer talked ab out a  
24            $2.3 million revenue flow in the tent h year, the  
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 1            final year of this project.  The cost  for  
 2            municipal services and the cost to pr epare the  
 3            infrastructure are going to be in the  first year  
 4            and my question is:  What are those c osts?   
 5                 How realistic is it to expect th at there will  
 6            be that level of revenue flowing from  this project  
 7            at any point during its life span?  A nd what will  
 8            the annual cost be to the town and to  the  
 9            taxpayers in supporting the developme nt of this  
10            project and then the maintenance of i t, including  
11            police and fire protection?  Thank yo u.   
12                 (Applause.) 
13                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Next.  C ome right up.  
14                 MS. HAYNES:  My name is Susan Ha ynes.  I live  
15            at 11 Westlane Road.  I, too, share c oncerns about  
16            the tax upon our infrastructure for t his project,  
17            because while it may generate that am ount of  
18            income in taxes, we still are going t o have to pay  
19            a lot of out-go in terms of increased  wear and  
20            tear upon our roads, increased traffi c on North  
21            Lake Avenue, because I believe that o ne of the  
22            proposals is to create a left-hand tu rn lane on  
23            15th Street which would mean that tra ffic is going  
24            to be routed through Frear Park up No rth Lake  
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 1            Avenue.  And because of the construct ion on Route  
 2            7 right now, there's a lot of traffic  coming up  
 3            North Lake Avenue.   
 4                 I would see a day if this projec t with this  
 5            magnitude would be considered that we  would have  
 6            to have sidewalks, that we would have  to build  
 7            sidewalks on North Lake Avenue in ord er to ensure  
 8            public safety.   
 9                 Also, right now in terms of fire , we have  
10            trouble attracting volunteers.  With a project 
11            that would grow this town by 20 perce nt, and this  
12            is just one of five projects, then ar e our fire  
13            services going to be adequate to hand le that?  I  
14            would hate to see any volunteer firem an have to  
15            get into a situation where they could n't  
16            adequately take care of a fire.   
17                 So those are some of my concerns  about this  
18            project.   
19                 (Applause.) 
20                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank yo u, Susan.   
21                 Next.  Anybody else?  
22                 MR. FLEISHMAN:  I'm Bernard Flei shman.  I  
23            live at 53 Colehammer Avenue off Pine woods  
24            Avenue.  I think a key phrase that's been  
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 1            mentioned a couple of times this even ing has been  
 2            cumulative effect.  It's not only ine fficient but  
 3            I think kind of somewhat misleading t o consider in  
 4            the light of the several housing proj ects that  
 5            have been proposed and, of course, th e relocation  
 6            and expansion of the Wal-Mart facilit y, one gets  
 7            an impression of a creeping process t o look at one  
 8            thing at a time; whereas, as these is sues arise  
 9            one by one, we may get locked into a situation  
10            where it's said "Well, you approved t he last one  
11            without prejudice, why not this one,"  et cetera,  
12            et cetera?   
13                 I think what's needed is that th e Town should  
14            convene a public forum to consider th e overall  
15            impact of the various proposed projec ts.  As a  
16            matter of fact, they should also be c onsidered in  
17            the light of a new Comprehensive Plan , which will  
18            try to designate where the Town is go ing to be  
19            developed in the future, in what way and what  
20            kinds of preservations will be mainta ined.   
21                 You know, the first Comprehensiv e Plan -- was  
22            that in the late '90s, Phil?  Among t he  
23            recommendations in that plan was to c reate a  
24            Traffic Study Board or a Traffic Advi sory  
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 1            Board.  I don't think we ever did tha t and I think  
 2            it's much to be regretted now, becaus e the fact is  
 3            that the traffic capabilities concern ing the  
 4            ability of people to go to and from m ajor places  
 5            of employment, to and from the town, they're very  
 6            limited in this town and this is an a rea that  
 7            requires major focus.   
 8                 So I would rather that the Town slow down and  
 9            halt any particular projects until we  have a  
10            chance to review the whole array of  
11            recommendations in the light of a ser ious plan  
12            that would ensure the future for the children and  
13            their children in the town.  Thanks.   
14                 (Applause.) 
15                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thanks, Bernie.   
16                 Yes, come right up.  
17                 MR. FIVEL:  My name is Norman Fi vel.  I live  
18            on Wilrose Lane, which is right next to this  
19            project.  And it's been mentioned alr eady, but the  
20            cumulative impact analysis of this DE IS I find to  
21            be insufficient, specifically with re spect to  
22            traffic.  As everyone knows, there's a Wal-Mart  
23            Supercenter proposed to be basically adjacent to  
24            this site and the numbers that I got from the DEIS  
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 1            are kind of staggering in terms of tr affic.   
 2                 At full buildout of this project , this DEIS  
 3            says there will be 557 new trips at t he morning  
 4            rush hour.  There will be 667 new tri ps at the  
 5            p.m. peak hour.  Wal-Mart's environme ntal  
 6            assessment form indicates that they e stimate an  
 7            additional 592 new trips at the morni ng peak hour  
 8            and an additional 608 new trips at th e p.m. peak  
 9            hour.  This is for a total of new a.m ., new  
10            morning, peak hour trips of 1,149.  N ew peak p.m.   
11            trips, p.m. peak hour trips, will be 1,275  
12            additional.  That's in addition to th e traffic  
13            that is currently on Route 7.   
14                 The DEIS says that the current v olume during  
15            the a.m. peak hour is 985 trips; duri ng the  
16            afternoon peak hour is 1,335 trips.  If you do the  
17            math, it comes out to more than a hun dred percent  
18            increase in the traffic on Route 7.  Route 7 now,  
19            just politely put, is a nightmare.   
20                 The proposed mitigation in this DEIS is for  
21            Route 7 and 15th Street, for the City  of Troy to  
22            do something there to alleviate turni ng lanes, I  
23            believe, but I don't see any proposed  mitigation  
24            other than a traffic light and two tu rning lanes  



 Page  37 
 1            off of Betts Road.  And I don't see h ow that helps  
 2            the congestion at all.   
 3                 As a matter of fact, the traffic  light is  
 4            going to increase the congestion.  So  I think in  
 5            terms of adding that cumulative impac t that the  
 6            Draft Environmental Impact Statement is deficient.   
 7                 Also, with respect to traffic, I  think I  
 8            mentioned it, it talks about on page 44, the third  
 9            bullet, at completion of phase two de velopment,  
10            study area intersections are expected  to operate  
11            adequately with the exception of New York State  
12            Route 7/15th Street and New York Stat e Route  
13            7/Betts Road intersections.  The next  page talks  
14            about mitigation, but there is no mit igation  
15            mentioned for the Betts Road intersec tion.   
16                 So, again, I believe that the DE IS is  
17            insufficient in terms of addressing t hat traffic  
18            problem.  
19                 Also, just briefly, I believe th e DEIS says  
20            that in certain cases, they will leav e boundary  
21            vegetation as it exists now, the exis ting trees  
22            and vegetation but it's not specific as to where.   
23            I'd like to see where they expect to maintain the  
24            existing vegetation.   
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 1                 And then the last comment:  My f amily's owned  
 2            property on Betts Road since the 1930 s.  They  
 3            farmed the property from the 1930s to  the 1960s  
 4            when my brother and I built homes.  W e built on  
 5            the farm because of its beauty and it s family  
 6            history.  And in looking at the Compr ehensive  
 7            Plan, it specifically stated that bas ed on a  
 8            survey of residents that the two most  important  
 9            considerations were traffic and prese rvation of  
10            the rural character of the community.   And I fail  
11            to see how trading 215 acres of prist ine farm land  
12            for 1,100 apartment units with tempor ary occupants  
13            who really have no stake in the town is worth the  
14            trade.  I don't see how that is consi stent -- 
15                 (Applause.)  
16                 MR. FIVEL:  I don't see how that 's consistent  
17            with the wishes of the town residents , the people  
18            who live here now and in the Comprehe nsive Plan.   
19            Thank you.   
20                 (Applause.) 
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank yo u, Norm.  
22                 MS. FORSTER:  I'm Donna Forster.   I live on  
23            McChesney Avenue.  As Norm said, read ing through  
24            the Comprehensive Plan, the two bigge st concerns  
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 1            have been traffic, which we all are c oncerned  
 2            about -- and I simply know many peopl e who don't  
 3            even use Hoosick Road and can't reall y be  
 4            clientele of the businesses that they  want because  
 5            of the time that it takes to even get  there.  And  
 6            this has been in the papers with busi ness owners  
 7            complaining that they cannot get thei r clientele  
 8            in.   
 9                 But the other areas is taxes whi ch concerns  
10            all of us and which is a big concern.   For school  
11            taxes, I went to Brittonkill School a nd talked  
12            with Theresa Snyder about enrollment,  about the  
13            addition that was just opened two yea rs ago.  And  
14            she said that with 200 more students -- enrollment  
15            currently is 1,400.  When it reaches 1,600, they  
16            will need a new school.  Now, we are going to be  
17            paying for the addition until 2022 at  a rate of  
18            six percent of the school budget.  Wi th 153 total  
19            students going to Brittonkill from Hu dson Hills,  
20            if it's completed, and with the other  projects on  
21            board, we are going to be looking at also paying  
22            for a new school.  The school budget has already  
23            increased over the last three years b y 25 percent.   
24                 So if we make Brunswick more acc essible to  
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 1            these developments, are we telling se nior citizens  
 2            and moderate income homeowners that t hey won't be  
 3            able to afford to pay their school ta xes?  Because  
 4            we're going to see significant rises.   That's what  
 5            I wish to say.   
 6                 (Applause.) 
 7                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank yo u, Donna.   
 8            Who's next?  Sir, come on up.  
 9                 MR. KEENAN:  Hi.  I'm Dillon Kee nan.  I live  
10            at 62 Moonlawn and I'm going to be a little  
11            mundane.  Looking at some of the engi neering  
12            principals, my first question is:  Ho w long does  
13            the public have for comments to be re ceived after  
14            this meeting? 
15                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Andy, do  you want to  
16            comment on this? 
17                 MR. GILCHRIST:  Sure.  As we sai d earlier,  
18            based on the number of issues raised tonight, it's  
19            very likely that the public hearing w ill remain  
20            open, meaning that there will be addi tional time  
21            for the public to comment.  Under the  regulations,  
22            the comment period will close 10 days  after this  
23            Board closes the public hearing.   
24                 If the Board does not close the public  
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 1            hearing this evening, the comment per iod is  
 2            extended until another public hearing  is convened   
 3            by this Board.  Once the public heari ng is closed,  
 4            there's still an additional 10 days t o submit  
 5            written comments. 
 6                 MR. KEENAN:  So that will be dec ided tonight  
 7            or you have 10 days? 
 8                 MR. GILCHRIST:  That's correct. 
 9                 MR. KEENAN:  The first issue I h ave is on the  
10            potable water section.  Basically, th e impacts  
11            related to potable water can't be ade quately  
12            assessed without an engineering repor t which needs  
13            to be included in the appendices.  Th e report  
14            needs to address the overall capacity , the  
15            existing demand and additional fire d emand.  These  
16            demands need to include the average d aily and peak  
17            demand and the adequacy of the fire z one.   
18                 Now, they list in table six a nu mber of  
19            370,000 gallons per day as existing c apacity and  
20            then they also list at full buildout a need for  
21            193,250 gallons.  That's over 52 perc ent of the  
22            existing supply.  That seems very sig nificant.   
23            They should investigate that a little  more to see  
24            the adequacy of it.   
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 1                 I also have questions on the was te water.   
 2            Basically, they're talking about -- t hey don't  
 3            include an engineer's report either.  This report  
 4            needs to address overall capacity, ex isting flows 
 5            and additional flow by phase.  This n eeds to  
 6            include the phase one development, be cause my  
 7            understanding of the way they have it  hooked up  
 8            is they're connecting an eight-inch f orce main to  
 9            the existing eight-inch gravity sewer .  That  
10            extends to the pump station which has  an existing  
11            six-inch force main and it goes to a twelve-inch  
12            gravity sewer.   
13                 And phase two improvements inclu de upgrading  
14            this eight-inch gravity sewer to a tw elve-inch  
15            gravity sewer and also the six-inch f orce main to  
16            an eight-inch force main, yet, the ad equacy is  
17            never accounted for; just reasons for  the  
18            concern.   
19                 If you look at the existing pump  station  
20            rates, they're claiming 88 gallons pe r minute.   
21            The phase one estimate is 200 gallons  per minute.   
22            The phase one and two is 414 gallons per minute.   
23            Phase one through three goes up to 61 3, et cetera.   
24            But if you look at the percentage, ju st the phase  
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 1            one is an increase of 220 percent.  T he phase one  
 2            and two is 470 percent.  And it goes up to 785  
 3            percent for phase one through four.  That is never  
 4            really described how they're going to  accommodate  
 5            that capacity.  
 6                 And just one last note:  On thei r municipal  
 7            revenue section, they state under the  SEQRA final  
 8            scoping document, that the DEIS will include an  
 9            analysis of the overall and net effec t of the  
10            project on the town and county revenu es.   
11            "Increased revenues will compare to i ncreased  
12            costs, if any, for the services and u tilities such  
13            as schools, water, sewer, police and fire."  The  
14            DEIS does not adequately address thes e  
15            requirements.  It just glosses over a nd presents  
16            revenues but not increased costs.   
17                 I guess I'll end there because I 've probably  
18            bored you enough with my technical qu estions.   
19                 (Applause.) 
20                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I want t o compliment  
21            people here tonight.  I thought for s ure what  
22            would happen with this crowd is every body would  
23            get up and say "traffic and traffic a nd traffic."   
24            I mean, we know traffic's an issue, b ut  
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 1            everybody's done their homework and e verybody's  
 2            got outstanding concerns and outstand ing questions  
 3            that need to be answered and I'm impr essed.   
 4                 Next, please.  Anybody else?  
 5                 MR. SIMS:  Nate Sims, 14 Balton Avenue in  
 6            Troy.  After that really technical qu estion,  
 7            mine's going to be a very philosophic al one.  But  
 8            for me, it seems like so much of this  is about  
 9            what the community -- whether it's Br unswick or  
10            Brunswick and Troy, which I think the  fates of  
11            those two places are completely  
12            intertwined -- needs and what a very few people  
13            want.  And the very few people, of co urse, would  
14            be the developers who stand to make q uite a bit of  
15            money from these projects.  And I thi nk that sort  
16            of umbrella idea is important to keep  in mind.   
17                 The population statistics, which  many of you,  
18            I'm sure, know, state that Rensselaer  County has  
19            barely gained any population in the l ast -- I  
20            don't know -- 10, 20 years.  And a lo t of  
21            developers would have you believe tha t building  
22            things like this is really just to pu t people  
23            somewhere, to have a place to live fo r all these  
24            new people.   
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 1                 But if you look -- if you do the  homework,  
 2            Brunswick, and Rensselaer County in g eneral, the  
 3            population growth is much, much slowe r than this.   
 4            I don't know if it's 20 percent incre ase in the  
 5            size of it now, but certainly, especi ally when  
 6            combined with all the other projects that are  
 7            being proposed currently, it's extrem ely  
 8            unnecessary and it really comes down to money.  So  
 9            I just wanted to put that on the reco rd.  Thank  
10            you.   
11                 (Applause.) 
12                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Who's ne xt?  Come on  
13            right up, please.  
14                 Henry, that's my copy.  Take tha t home with  
15            you tonight.  Take a look at it.  
16                 MS. SYMANOWITZ:  My name is Susa n Symanowitz.   
17            I live at 416 North Lake Avenue, 13 a cres, a  
18            significant amount that borders this project.   
19            Just a few little statements.   
20                 We moved from the City 21 years ago for peace  
21            and quiet and a safe environment to r aise our  
22            children.  If we wanted to live near 1,500-plus  
23            people, we would move back to the Cit y.  Hudson  
24            Hills will negatively affect most res idents of  
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 1            Brunswick.  Traffic on North Lake is already bad  
 2            as a bypass for Hoosick Street.  The road is not  
 3            designed for heavy use with bends and  turns.  We  
 4            have a hard time now getting out of o ur driveway  
 5            and getting our mail.   
 6                 The Town Beach 15-mile-per-hour speed limit  
 7            is not being enforced.  Increased tra ffic  
 8            jeopardizes walkers and bikers.  How will we be  
 9            protected from increased vandalism an d crime that  
10            will come with transients?  Upscale a partment  
11            dwellers will not make Wal-Mart their  shopping  
12            destination.  
13                 (Applause.) 
14                 MS. SYMANOWITZ:  We are downhill  from the  
15            project.  What will be done about dra inage?   
16            Long-term construction will cause noi se pollution  
17            and more dirt.  Town officials are el ected to  
18            protect the town residents and many t owns in the  
19            area have established moratoriums for  building.   
20            The Town should consider this before a large can  
21            of worms is opened.   
22                 Brunswick is not Latham where Mr . Chudnoff  
23            and Capital District Properties has 3 50 units.  
24                 (Applause.) 
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 1                 MS. SYMANOWITZ:  Many changes to  zoning  
 2            should be carefully considered.  Grow th can be  
 3            managed to benefit a community and al l its  
 4            inhabitants.  All it takes is real le adership and  
 5            people who care.  Thank you.   
 6                 (Applause.) 
 7                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thank yo u.  Next.   
 8            Anybody else have any comments?  
 9                 MR. MEDICUS:  Heinrich Medicus, The Knoll.  I  
10            would say if all these projects go th rough, it  
11            really would change the character of the town very  
12            much and it also might change the Boa rd.   
13                 (Applause.) 
14                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Sir, com e up.  
15                 MR. MCLEAN:  Hi.  My name is Sea n McLean,  
16            Eagle Mills, 509 Brunswick Road.  Jus t a quick  
17            comment.  In lieu of like the cumulat ive effect of  
18            all these projects, wouldn't it make more sense to  
19            have a meeting at some point that wil l address the  
20            bigger picture?  Because I think what  people are  
21            really concerned about is not just, y ou know, to  
22            vilify these gentlemen up here, becau se they want  
23            to build apartments but that the over all effect  
24            of, you know, at least a half dozen p rojects, what  
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 1            it will do to Route 7.  I know what i t's done to  
 2            Route 2.  They think that's the speed way now,  
 3            because you know, I live on a little farm, a  
 4            little side road.  You pull out now a nd it's  
 5            Friday, New Jersey plates, you know, New York  
 6            City, Connecticut.  I mean, these peo ple are just  
 7            zipping through, because they realize  that they  
 8            can whip out Tamarac Road.  You must see them up  
 9            near you, Phil. 
10                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Yeah. 
11                 MR. MCLEAN:  Wave to them when t hey go by.   
12            But, you know, they're not stopping t o spend any  
13            money in our town.  They're not addin g revenue,  
14            you know.  And, also, the gentleman o ver here said  
15            that it will add, you know, 200-plus jobs, I  
16            believe.  For who?    
17                 You know, our own town, you know , office  
18            building isn't even being built by lo cal  
19            contractors.  So I assume you're not going to  
20            have -- you're not going to call me u p to build  
21            fireplaces.  Okay?  Thank you.   
22                 (Applause.) 
23                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Peter.  
24                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  Pete Meskoskey, 168 Town  
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 1            Office Road.  I want to thank everybo dy here.   
 2                 Pat, can you stand up and hold u p the DEIS?   
 3            For all those who haven't looked at t he DEIS, it  
 4            looks intimidating.  Hold it sideways , Pat.  If  
 
 5            you were to take the maps out, if you  were to take  
 6            the traffic study out and a couple ot her things,  
 7            it's about two and a half inches thic k.  It looks  
 8            intimidating but it's not as bad as i t looks.  If  
 9            anybody wants to look at it, you shou ld because  
10            there are a lot of different things.   
11                 And the gentlemen from the devel opment team,  
12            please jump in if you have any questi ons, because  
13            I have some questions about some inad equacies that  
14            I'd like to answer.  So I'd like to e ntertain any  
15            questions.   
16                 First of all, the property value  section,  
17            the second from the last section, I l ooked through  
18            the property value section and no pla ce in the  
19            property value section does it show a ny local  
20            property value comparisons.  It talks  about a  
21            couple theories about property values .  It talks  
22            about a couple other things about pro perty values 
23            but no comparisons and I've seen some  property  
24            value studies.  It's very inadequate.   And I would  
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 1            like to see some defined and detailed  information  
 2            on the property studies.  It doesn't address any  
 3            of the high-end homes that are going to be next to  
 4            this that have high acreage.  I'd lik e to see some  
 5            comparisons on that and how those eit her went down  
 6            or went up when apartments were put n ext to them.   
 7                 Next is the fire protection.  In  the  
 8            DEIS -- and I'm going to read this se ction.  Feel  
 9            free to respond -- "Police, fire and ambulance  
10            services.  Representatives from CDP m et with  
11            representatives from the local fire d epartments  
12            on March 5th, 2005.  At this meeting,  the project  
13            was reviewed.  The departments confir med that they  
14            can serve the purpose of the developm ent without  
15            an increase in budget due in large to  a backup  
16            from the other fire departments withi n the town  
17            and surrounding municipalities."   
18                 Now, I talked to one of the fire   
19            chiefs -- and we have a meeting sched uled for  
20            September 8th with the fire chiefs an d the fire  
21            commissioners to address these issues  -- and I was  
22            told that this group of people was to ld that no  
23            promises were made and no commitments  were made. 
24            But yet, in the DEIS, it sounds like you got a  
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 1            commitment that our local fire depart ment can  
 2            handle it.   
 3                 Right now, during the day, if th ere's a  
 4            structure fire in Brunswick, they cal l three  
 5            departments because of the lack of ma nning and  
 6            they usually have backup possibly fro m Troy.  So  
 7            this again does not -- it's inconsist ent as far as  
 8            the information is concerned.   
 9                 Next is the waste management sec tion.  Under  
10            that same section, it talks about tra nsfer  
11            station.  Now, I've seen the transfer  stations in  
12            some of your properties and it's depl orable.  I'm  
13            talking about the big building that's  about the  
14            size of this building and they're rea lly nasty.   
15            And I think according to this, you're  going to use  
16            those there.  So we want to take a lo ok; possibly, 
17            the Board should go look at a transfe r station to  
18            see what it looks like, the accommoda tion transfer  
19            and recycle station.  Again, it's inc onsistent  
20            with what they're showing here.   
21                 Then, the school tax -- Donna, h elp me out on  
22            this.  When you talked to Theresa Sny der, she said  
23            that it takes three family school tax es to pay for  
24            one student, correct? 
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 1                 MS. FORSTER:  Correct. 
 2                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  Three.  Accordin g to the  
 3            numbers that you have here on phase o ne, you're  
 4            going to pay for 354 units, $202,743 of school tax  
 5            which -- that number seems substantia l.  If you  
 6            take the average -- now, I'm just goi ng to get a  
 7            sample here.  How many people here th eir school  
 8            taxes are over $2,500?   
 9                 (Affirmative responses.)  
10                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  How many are und er?   
11                 (No affirmative response.) 
12                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  I pay $4,000.  S o let's  
13            multiply three families, $2,500, whic h is low, it  
14            comes to $7,500.  Phase one statement  says 62.8  
15            people.  It equates to $471,000 and y ou're going  
16            to pay $202,000.  That leaves a defic it of  
17            $268,000 just on phase one, which mea ns your taxes  
18            will go up significantly.  
19                 (Applause.) 
20                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  Just so the Boar d knows, I  
21            took this from the DEIS.  This is the  developer's  
22            information and the cumulative effect s, I know  
23            that everybody's talked about it and it's very  
24            inadequate; traffic, congestion, ever ything.  So  
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 1            I agree with everything on cumulative  effect.   
 2            It's very, very sketchy what's in her e.  There's  
 3            no detail.  It needs to be specific.   
 4                 And the traffic, again, on their   
 5            proposal -- I'm not sure if you want to help me  
 6            out here -- I think you proposed one car per unit?   
 7            Correct me if I'm wrong.  Guys, you h aven't spoke  
 8            yet tonight.   
 9                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  We did speak.  We  did speak. 
10                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  I'm giving you a  chance. 
11                 MR. HOBLOCK:  Because this is th e first time  
12            that the public has had a chance to c omment on  
13            this specifically, the public hearing 's clearly  
14            going to be kept open.  We're an advo cate of that.   
15            We're here tonight to listen to the c oncerns,  
16            listen to the comments.  We'll take t hem back.   
17            We'll work with our consultants, alon g with the  
18            Town, and address them the next round . 
19                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  My purpose was I  didn't want  
20            to give misinformation.  But if you g o to any one  
21            of your sites in Latham or anybody el se's  
22            apartment site, there's two and somet imes three  
23            cars per family, because these people  don't put a  
24            lot of money in a home.  They put the ir money in  
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 1            vehicles.  And the world is changing today as far  
 2            as how people do things and they have  more and  
 3            more vehicles, not less.  You need to  take a hard  
 4            look at that and, again, we need deta iled and  
 5            specific information on apartments wi th a number  
 6            of vehicles.  You can go look over he re at the  
 7            Brunswick Apartments; same deal.  
 8                 Then, I have one last thing.  I have a  
 9            handout.  This was in the DEIS. (Hand ing to the  
10            Board members.) 
11                 You guys can have one, too. (Han ding to Mr.  
12            Hoblock)  
13                 MR. HOBLOCK:  Thank you. 
14                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  You're welcome.   
15                 This is directly out of the DEIS .  I'm going  
16            to read this.  And this is Mr. Chudno ff.  It's  
17            pretty impressive what Mr. Chudnoff h as done in  
18            his career.  I know the Board has rea d it.  I'm  
19            going to read it, because the public here has not  
20            red this.   
21                 "Capital District Properties is an  
22            experienced, fully integrated real es tate  
23            development firm that specializes in the  
24            acquisition, development, constructio n and  
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 1            management of residential communities  throughout  
 2            New York State.  CDP's principals bri ng with them  
 3            decades of real estate development, c onstruction,  
 4            finance and management experience.  H eadquartered  
 5            in Latham, New York, CDP was formed f or the  
 6            purpose of developing multi-family co mmunities in  
 7            the Central and Upstate New York regi ons.   
 8                 "CDP was built on the foundation  that  
 9            seasoned real estate professionals wo rking  
10            together with progressive communities  can bring  
11            quality communities to quality commun ities."   
12                 And then it goes on to Mr. Chudn off.  You  
13            have a pretty impressive record as fa r as what  
14            you've done.  I'm not going to contin ue to read  
15            that next paragraph.  It's very impre ssive.  I  
16            know most of the people in the room h aven't read  
17            this.   
18                 If you turn to the next page, it  also lists  
19            some of Mr. Chudnoff's different apar tments that  
20            he's been involved in over the years.   Am I  
21            correct in saying over the years or c urrently  
22            involved in? 
23                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Over the years an d currently. 
24                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  Okay.  And it sa ys at the  
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 1            top -- I want the Board to note this -- "The  
 2            following is a list of selected multi -family  
 3            projects Mr. Chudnoff has been intima tely involved  
 4            in the development of."   
 5                 Now, there's some here from Cali fornia,  
 6            Pennsylvania, South Carolina, New Yor k and  
 7            Virginia.  So I'm going to take your word those  
 8            are pretty good ones; haven't seen th ose.   
 9                 I have a question and this is on  Hudson  
10            Preserve in Latham.  Exactly where is  Hudson  
11            Preserve in Latham?  Because I can't find it. 
12                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Route 2.  It's on  Route 2. 
13                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  Okay. 
14                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Kitty-corner to t he K-Mart,  
15            immediately adjacent to St. Patrick's  Cemetery. 
16                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  So it's behind L ake Shore & 
17            Beverwyck, abuts or adjoins Lake Shor e &  
18            Beverwyck?  I was looking in Latham, that's why -- 
19                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  It doesn't abut i t, but it is  
20            in that neck of the woods, about 400 acres in  
21            total. 
22                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  I just want to r ead a couple  
23            of these explanations of things he's been  
24            personally involved with.   
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 1                 "Village One Apartment community  is  
 2            strategically located in the heart of  the Capital  
 3            Region offering convenient access to the area's  
 4            major shopping, entertainment and bus iness areas.   
 5            The apartment community includes 340  
 6            well-appointed units and well-manicur ed grounds  
 7            complete with community tennis courts  and  
 8            resort-style pool."   
 9                 It goes on to describe Valley Vi ew, Beverwyck  
10            and Lake Shore Apartments.  Well, I w ent to take a  
11            look and I ask this Town Board to go take a look,  
12            but those apartments are not the nice st apartments  
13            in Albany.  They are in need of drast ic repair.   
14            It says on here they have resort-styl e pools.   
15            They have a pool at each one of these , but it's  
16            not resort-style.  That information i n here is  
17            misleading.   
18                 If somebody were to read this an d didn't  
19            know -- okay, I talked to the mailman  at Village  
20            One and their major problem down ther e is that  
21            they evict people.  And he told me th e problem is  
22            when they get somebody in a unit, the y end up with  
23            two and three families in the same un it and they  
24            have to evict them.  I'd like to know  your  
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 1            eviction rate in those apartments. 
 2                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  It's very difficu lt for me to  
 3            respond to commentary which has a dem eaning  
 4            content and is inaccurate.  You're ma king  
 5            statements and I'm not going to respo nd to  
 6            statements that have no evidence. 
 7                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  Can you explain to me what  
 8            intimately involved means?  It's in t he DEIS. 
 9                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Wait a m inute.  Andy. 
10                 MR. GILCHRIST:  I know these are  legitimate  
11            concerns for the public.  It's not a debate or  
12            question and answer session.  If ther e's  
13            information that anyone in the public  wants  
14            additional information on, place that  comment on  
15            the record and I know the applicant w ill respond  
16            to it.  And as indicated, the public hearing will  
17            remain open.  Additional information will be  
18            supplied by the applicant.  You'll be  able to  
19            respond to that. 
20                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  I invite anyone,  Board  
21            members, to go down to any of those a partment  
22            complexes and see the disarray.  We d o not want  
23            that in Brunswick.  I mean, he's got a great  
24            record, but based on this, take a loo k at those  
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 1            apartments.  
 2                 (Applause.) 
 3                 MR. MESKOSKEY:  I would just lik e to conclude  
 4            that we have a lot of information, we  have  
 5            attorneys, we have the DEIS, but this  is about  
 6            people and what this is going to boil  down to is  
 7            five Board members saying yea or nay on the  
 8            information and we've got more inform ation coming.   
 9            I don't know if you're going to close  this tonight  
10            or not, but it's supposed to be based  on accurate,  
11            respectable information.  The informa tion that  
12            I've seen is not accurate and it's de ceptive.   
13            Thank you. 
14                 (Applause.) 
15                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  It would  not be a bad  
16            idea for people to look at the Hudson  Preserve,  
17            the new apartment complex out of Wate rvliet.  Is  
18            that front entrance open, Marvin? 
19                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Yes. 
20                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  The Huds on Preserve,  
21            drive in there and you'll see exactly  what he's  
22            talking about here.  I just thought I 'd tell -- 
23                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Why would anyone want  
24            to see -- 
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 1                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  You turn  right by the  
 2            cemetery.  You should go over to look  at the  
 3            Hudson Preserve.  I mean, that's exac tly what he's  
 4            talking about building here so that w ould show  
 5            you.   
 6                 Henry.  
 7                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  It's in Wa tervliet, not  
 8            in Latham or Albany as those are indi cated. 
 9                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Wait a m inute now. 
10                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Sir, that is inac curate.   
11            Check with your mailman.  That is ina ccurate. 
12                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Sir, I've worked for  
13            UPS for 34 years.  That address is Wa tervliet. 
14                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  That's an inaccur ate  
15            statement.  It is misleading for you to say to the  
16            general public that you want an hones t and clear  
17            dialogue and you say things that are inaccurate.   
18            It is in the Town of Colonie. 
19                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  I'm glad y ou understand  
20            your information is misleading. 
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Come on now. 
22                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  It's either a mat ter of fact  
23            or it is not, sir.  It is in the Town  of Colonie. 
24                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  It's in th e City of  
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 1            Watervliet. 
 2                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  It's in the Town of Colonie.   
 3            It pays taxes to the Colonie North Sc hool  
 4            District.  It pays taxes to the Town of Colonie.   
 5            It has nothing to do with Watervliet.   You are  
 6            again factually incorrect.  Check you r facts.   
 7            Give us the questions and we'll respo nd to them,  
 8            but don't mislead the audience. 
 9                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  So go th rough  
10            Watervliet, take a left.   
11                 All right.  Henry. 
12                 MR. SCARTON:  My name is Henry S carton.  I  
13            live at 14 Kestner Lane.  I'm also th e director of  
14            the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute' s Laboratory  
15            for Noise and Vibration Control Resea rch.  I have  
16            been hired as an expert witness and h ave helped to  
17            write such documents for other people .  I've also  
18            been hired by Concerned Citizens of E ast Nassau,  
19            for example, where I was the principa l consultant. 
20            And you may recall that the Lane Mine  was not  
21            permitted because, among other things , of the  
22            noise impacts.   
23                 Now, let me comment directly on the noise  
24            study which took me a while to find.  It's on page  
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 1            63.  And I'll read what it says.  It says -- and  
 2            I'm not talking about construction no ise, which is  
 3            another section.  I'm talking about s teady-state  
 4            noise.  We have over 1,000 units oper ating, and  
 5            let me give you a little background.   
 6                 Many times in the fall and in th e spring, my  
 7            phone rings and they want to hire me to do a noise  
 8            study.  Why?  Because the windows go open and the  
 9            air conditioners go on for some peopl e and other  
10            people like to leave their windows op en, et  
11            cetera, et cetera, et cetera.  You're  going to  
12            have 1,000 air-conditioning units, ai r-handling  
13            units, running over here in an area w hich is  
14            basically a valley.  And you're going  to have  
15            temperature inversion at night.   
16                 What that does, in case you don' t understand  
17            that, you have continuity and density  and the  
18            sound bounces off the temperature inv ersion and  
19            concentrates the sound in this area.  So the  
20            background level, and I have measured  this many  
21            times under many circumstances, in th e absence of  
22            tree frogs, which bring it up to abou t 50  
23            decibels -- normally, we're talking a bout 35 to 40  
24            decibels, sound pressure level, at th e microphone  
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 1            location.   
 2                 You turn on 1,000 air-conditioni ng,  
 3            air-handling units and you'll have a temperature  
 4            inversion and I can assure you that n oise level is  
 5            going to come up.  What is this going  to be?   
 6            Well, you have to sort of check it ou t.  I can  
 7            assure you it's not going to be 45 de cibels.  It's  
 8            going to be closer to 60, 65, maybe 6 8, 70  
 9            decibels.  The calculations are fairl y  
10            straightforward.   
11                 So the air-handling units in the  summer,  
12            which is not studied at all in this a nd I just  
13            scanned through this document -- I ha ve to write  
14            these, so -- I sort of help to write these so I  
15            know where to look.  It's not discuss ed at all.   
16                 Secondly, lighting impact, light ing trespass.   
17            Mrs. Symanowitz is not going to hear these tree  
18            frogs chirping anymore.  You're going  to hear the  
19            air-handling units.  You're going to have  
20            luminaires on each of these units, mo re than one,  
21            plus headlights of cars.  That's goin g to add a  
22            lighting trespass issue so that you w ill no longer  
23            be able to see the stars out there.  You'll just  
24            be able to see the glow from the ligh ting of this  
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 1            complex and it's going to be huge.   
 2                 Third:  I happen to live at 14 K estner Lane  
 3            and I can tell you right now that the  traffic is  
 4            horrendous.  You're getting the peopl e coming  
 5            right down North Lake Avenue and, now , we're going  
 6            to have a thousand cars, maybe more, depending on  
 7            how many coming.  It's impossible.  Y ou're going  
 8            to have to put a four-lane highway th rough Frear  
 9            Park.   
10                 (Applause.)  
11                 MR. SCARTON:  Finally, I persona lly pay  
12            $4,000 in educational taxes -- I happ en to have  
13            Troy taxes -- and over $3,000 in prop erty taxes  
14            totaling to $7,000.  Now, I was not h appy when my  
15            taxes went up in one year $1,000 and I think that  
16            happened to a lot of us in this room.   
17                 (Applause.)  
18                 MR. SCARTON:  And, now, they're going to  
19            pay -- what did I see? -- $1,500 taxe s.  And I  
20            should check those numbers.  I'm to b e careful  
21            here.  But it's going to be the tax - - they're not  
22            going to be able to be paying taxes.  And I'm  
23            sorry, we're going to be attracting a n occasional  
24            drug dealer in there and other transi ents that are  
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 1            going to lower our property values.  We have these  
 2            beautiful homes out there.  Dr. Syman owitz is one; 
 3            the whole Kestner estate out there is  beautiful.   
 4                 I moved here 15 years ago.  I lo ve here.   
 5            It's beautiful.  We're kind of ruinin g the  
 6            country.  I have three-quarters of an  acre.   
 7            Everybody has large lots.  We're goin g to put them  
 8            into this?   
 9                 Finally, I looked at that plan a nd I see  
10            absolutely no area for storage space for those  
11            units.  Where are you going to put al l the  
12            storage, all those people moving in?  I mean,  
13            1,600 square feet, it's horrible.  Th ank you very  
14            much.   
15                 (Applause.) 
16                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Henry, I  owe you an  
17            apology.  You did know where to look in that book.   
18            I didn't know where to start. 
19                 MR. SCARTON:  Page 63. 
20                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I starte d from the  
21            beginning.   
22                 Anybody else?  Herb, come on up.   
23                 MR. HEADWELL:  My name is Herb H eadwell.  I  
24            live at 196 Town Office Road.  I came  to this  
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 1            community in 2001, brought my family;  Stacey, my  
 2            two kids are out playing outside.  Ov er the last  
 3            four and a half years, I invested mys elf in this  
 4            community.  I spent millions of dolla rs on Town  
 5            Office Road bringing it back, bringin g the horse  
 6            business back that was there started by Maynard  
 7            Kessler in the '70s.  And the Schaffe rs of the  
 8            Schaffer Brewing Company had many wor ld champion  
 9            horses off Misty Hills Farm.   
10                 As far as the storage problem, I 'm going to  
11            be building storage units in Raymerto wn so that  
12            will solve the storage problem.   
13                 In any event, my biggest plea is  that there's  
14            many nice people and wonderful people  in this  
15            community.  Pete Meskoskey, the Giden bergs down  
16            there, Phil Herrington, his brother K en, wonderful  
17            people.  My plea to this Board is thi s:  Please,  
18            when you make any decisions regarding  anything of  
19            this magnitude, it would be very appr eciative if  
20            you would just come talk to the peopl e who vested  
21            themselves in this community.  I've o nly done it  
22            four and a half years.  But part of t he reason why  
23            I picked this area was the rural natu re, the  
24            country setting.  I wanted my kids to  be raised in  
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 1            a nice farm-type environment.   
 2                 And like I said, I spent million s of dollars.   
 3            My taxes are well over $20,000 in pro perty tax.   
 4            I'm a farmer.  The key thing is that the people  
 5            are vested.  I'm just giving you my c ase.  I'm  
 6            sure there's many, many more here who  have lived  
 7            here much longer than I have who feel  like that  
 8            and that we really want to be talked to.  Come to  
 9            see us and listen to what we have to say  
10            personally, because these people aren 't vested.   
11            We're vested.  And anything that happ ens, as  
12            you've seen here, is going to affect us.   
13                 Now, I'm Republican.  I'm all ab out  
14            development, so on and so forth.  Now , let's say  
15            this thing goes through.  I'm in a ve ry difficult  
16            position.  I have 200 acres on Town O ffice Road.   
17            If this thing goes through, I'm going  to want the  
18            next one.  I'm going to want the 700 apartment  
19            building complex built on Misty Hills  and I think  
20            that needs to be considered, is that I'm vested  
21            here and put all this hard work into this road and  
22            this town and this whole thing here; that, you  
23            know, if I had to cash out, I think t hat needs to  
24            be considered. 
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 1                 But that's the thing.  We're all  hard-working  
 2            people.  A lot of us probably don't h ave time to  
 3            be here.  We have a lot of responsibi lities and,  
 4            you know, we don't get to read things , see things.   
 5                 And another question I have is:  Where are  
 6            the other 48 copies of the document? 
 7                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Where ar e the rest of  
 8            the copies? 
 9                 MR. HEADWELL:  You said there's 50. 
10                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Each Pla nning Board  
11            got them.  Zoning Board got them. 
12                 MR. HEADWELL:  They're all distr ibuted.   
13            Okay.  That's basically all.   
14                 (Applause.) 
15                 MS. STEINBACH:  My name is Conni e Steinbach.   
16            I live at 5 Lindsay Drive.  I've been  in Brunswick  
17            for 49 years.  Now you all know how o ld I am.  I  
18            think I'd like to just say that my ma jor concern  
19            is the fact that it is an apartment c omplex as  
20            opposed to single-family homes.  I do  think that  
21            single-family homes are much more clo ser to what  
22            the character of Brunswick is and wha t I would  
23            like it to stay and, basically, that is my  
24            concern.   
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 1                 Now, I've never done this before  so I may be  
 2            asking something that's obvious to ev eryone else,  
 3            but I assume that Mr. Kestner and the  consultant  
 4            that he hired is going to look after my interest. 
 5                 So, therefore, I was wondering:  Is there a  
 6            report that gets produced and is it m ade available  
 7            to everyone to read so I understand w hat you're  
 8            analyzing when you decide what to do with this?  
 9                 (Applause.) 
10                 MR. KESTNER:  Yes, we will do a report on the  
11            document.  Mark Gregory from Transpor tation  
12            Concepts will do a report on the traf fic.  We have  
13            had meetings so far with the state en gineer.  We  
14            had three individuals from the centra l office over  
15            along with the City of Troy, city eng ineer and the  
16            county highway engineer and we have d iscussed the  
17            traffic.  We will prepare our thought s on the  
18            information that is contained in this  document  
19            that will be available for you to loo k at.   
20                 In addition to that, we are gett ing comments,  
21            as the Supervisor indicated at the st art of the  
22            meeting, from the state agencies; nam ely, New York  
23            State DEC is going to assist in looki ng at the  
24            stormwater management sections and al so the  
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 1            wetland section.  DOT is planning on issuing a  
 2            letter in regard to the traffic issue s both in  
 3            Brunswick and also some situations do wn in the  
 4            City of Troy.   
 5                 So we're going to get input from  all of these  
 6            various agencies in addition to our c omments.   
 7            We'll put them all together and we wi ll give them  
 8            back to the applicant.  
 9                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Thanks, Mark.   
10                 Anybody else?  
11                 MR. GORDON:  I'm Rickie Gordon.  I live on  
12            Moonlawn Road.  My concern is -- I we nt to a  
13            couple of other meetings and one of t he big  
14            concerns was the minimum lot per hous e is  
15            considerable in the Town of Brunswick  and I don't  
16            understand why a mass development lik e this would  
17            be approved versus single-family unit s that could  
18            be put on decent-sized lots with a lo t more  
19            controlled development.  I don't thin k there  
20            should be an exception made for apart ments.  Thank  
21            you.   
22                 (Applause.) 
23                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I'm not sure.  I bet  
24            the way it's zoned at the moment over  here, if  
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 1            you're just wondering, if somebody wa nts to put  
 2            single-family homes in that area, pro bably about  
 3            150 homes would go in there with the current  
 4            zoning roughly, just to give you an i dea. 
 5                 MR. MCLOUGHLIN:  My name is Bill  McLoughlin.   
 6            I live at 16 Lindsay Drive.  I have t wo concerns.   
 7            One is, as you had said, the traffic.   Traffic on  
 8            North Lake Avenue has really greatly increased,  
 9            but I'm concerned because we have a l ot of runners  
10            and people who ride bikes.  In fact, I think it  
11            was about five years ago, a young lad y was riding  
12            her bike and she got hit by a mirror off of a  
13            truck going by.  It's so tight in the re and the  
14            width of the road is very narrow and the property,  
15            as you get into our area, is very clo se on North  
16            Lake Avenue.   
17                 So I think there is a problem tr affic-wise  
18            and coming down through the Frear Par k, a lot of  
19            people go in and don't go over to Hoo sick Street,  
20            cut down to Frear Park, Oakwood Avenu e and down  
21            Hoosick.  They don't go 20 miles an h our.  They go  
22            40 miles an hour, 50 miles an hour do wn through  
23            there.  I don't know.  The police oug ht to get off  
24            Hoosick Street and go over to Frear P ark.  They'd   
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 1            make out much better over there.   
 2                 My second problem is I had been to the Town  
 3            Board before and we had talked about planned  
 4            development districts.  I certainly h ope that the  
 5            Town will be a lot more restrictive i n a planned  
 6            development district.  You know, the problem that  
 7            we had and we were told by the town a ttorney that  
 8            they couldn't do anything about a pla nned  
 9            development district if there was a p roblem.   
10                 We had, I think it was, two or t hree public  
11            hearings and people expressed a lot o f opinions  
12            like what's going on here and then it  got down to  
13            a final basis and the people were ass ured that  
14            certain things were going to happen a nd we -- you  
15            know, that really hasn't happened to a full  
16            extent.   
17                 The Town Board had several thing s that they  
18            insisted were going to be on there, b ut we  
19            discussed some of these.  We went to some of the  
20            Town Board meetings. 
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  When was  that?   
22                 COUNCILMAN SALVI:  Deed restrict ion. 
23                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Deed res triction on  
24            Homeowner's Association. 
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 1                 MR. MCLOUGHLIN:  No, no.  That's  also planned  
 2            development district.   
 3                 COUNCILMAN SALVI:  You're talkin g about deed  
 4            restriction. 
 5                 MR. MCLOUGHLIN:  Well, there wer e deed  
 6            restrictions but also, at the time, d iscussions  
 7            about single-family homes and other i deas and that  
 8            was not adhered to in the Town Board and the town  
 9            attorney advised there was nothing he  could do  
10            because it was in the district but al so -- 
11                 COUNCILMAN SALVI:  Well, the att orney's not  
12            here.  If I remember the case, there' s some  
13            problem with deed restrictions, certa in things you  
14            can do in Mark's development.  Maybe you can  
15            handle that better. 
16                 MR. KESTNER:  I think the commen t was that  
17            the developer can place certain thing s in the deed  
18            that are in addition to the town zoni ng.  And when  
19            there is a violation of those covenan ts, then it's  
20            not the Town's responsibility to enfo rce deed  
21            restrictions that may be more restric tive than the  
22            town zoning.  If there's a zoning vio lation, then  
23            the Town would enforce that. 
24                 MR. MCLOUGHLIN:  I'm telling you  the case of  
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 1            where a single-family dwelling ended up with five  
 2            different people living in the place and renting  
 3            rooms in the place, but what the case  was, there  
 4            was a public hearing and people were assured that  
 5            things were going to take place.  If there are  
 6            minutes of that meeting, I'm sure if you go back  
 7            there, you'll find there were a lot o f things that  
 8            people, in fact, were -- there was su pposed to be  
 9            a one-way street in there.  That's ne ver occurred.   
10            And it was said, "We will definitely take care of  
11            that," and it was never taken care of .   
12                 That's the point.  I think if we  have a  
13            planned development district, I think  the Town  
14            Board has to insist that things take place and  
15            follow up with it, because I think we  were on the  
16            basis that the Town was going to take  care  
17            of -- the Town Board spoke that they were going to  
18            have these things take place and it s ettled the  
19            peoples' concerns, like our concerns here.  And  
20            there are minutes.  I believe there a re minutes. 
21                 COUNCILMAN SALVI:  I just rememb er the one  
22            about the deed restrictions.  I don't  remember the  
23            other meeting.  Yes. 
24                 MR. MCLOUGHLIN:  But there were public  



 Page  75 
 1            hearings.  In fact, we got into the s ame problem.   
 2            We were going to hold it over at the town office  
 3            and they held it out at the barn.  Th at was so  
 4            big, there was more people than this there.  There  
 5            were more people than this. 
 6                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  When was  that?   
 7                 MR. MCLOUGHLIN:  That was 15 yea rs ago, I  
 8            think. 
 9                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  15, 20 y ears ago. 
10                 MR. MCLOUGHLIN:  Yes.  My point is that if we  
11            have a planned development district a nd you people  
12            believe that there are certain things  that should  
13            take place, I would hope that they wo uld be, you  
14            know, adhered to. 
15                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I totall y agree with  
16            you.  Planned development districts, the Town  
17            Board can control the density.  We ca n tell them  
18            what to put in there and where to put  them,  
19            cluster them, so on and so forth.  Th e Town Board  
20            has a lot of control over planned dev elopment  
21            districts and the good thing these da ys with  
22            computers is you can look up them rec ords pretty  
23            fast.  And, now, every development th at is built  
24            in the Town of Brunswick, we insist t hat they have  
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 1            a homeowner's association and mainly because, you  
 2            know, you get on Route 2 there throug h Eagle  
 3            Mills, look on the map, that little b ridge there,  
 4            the entranceway to that development i s not taken  
 5            care of.  There's no homeowner's asso ciation.   
 6                 And I can rattle off a few more,  but now,  
 7            there will be homeowner's association s and there  
 8            will be landscaping agreements and th ere will be  
 9            everything else.  If somebody is goin g to build  
10            something, they gotta take care of it .   
11                 Anybody else?  Sir.  
12                 MR. GRASSO:  I'm still Vito Gras so and I  
13            still live on Pinewoods Avenue.  I ha d a question  
14            that occurred.  The young lady who's been here for  
15            49 years -- and, really, I wouldn't h ave thought  
16            49 years -- but she raised the questi on about  
17            Mr. Kestner's role.   
18                 Is it true that Mr. Kestner is s upposed to be  
19            looking out for the public interest i n conducting  
20            an objective review of the developmen t proposal?   
21            Is that an accurate representation?   
22                 MR. KESTNER:  Yes, it is. 
23                 MR. GRASSO:  My understanding is  that you are  
24            yourself a developer. 
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 1                 MR. KESTNER:  Yes. 
 2                 MR. GRASSO:  And I would questio n the  
 3            prudence of appointing a developer to   
 4            review -- I'd just like to recommend that a truly  
 5            representative public body, a civic o rganization  
 6            such as Brunswick Smart Growth, be de signated to  
 7            fulfill that role.  I think you'd get  a much more  
 8            objective assessment of the developme nt.   
 9                 (Applause.) 
10                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  One thin g I do want  
11            to mention is quite a few of the peop le, Vito,  
12            that stood up here, such as Henry, sa id they moved  
13            to Brunswick and moved in Mr. Kestner 's  
14            development and they have beautiful h omes and they  
15            love it.  So maybe he needs to look a t everything  
16            and make them look like his developme nt.  I don't  
17            know.   
18                 Correct, Henry? 
19                 MR. SCARTON:  Not across from me , he better  
20            not.   
21                 MR. KESTNER:  I am a licensed pr ofessional  
22            engineer and I have a degree in civil  engineering  
23            from RPI and a master's degree in env ironmental  
24            engineering from RPI.  Our firm was s tarted in  
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 1            1955 in the Town of Brunswick and so I've seen a  
 2            lot of the projects that have been bu ilt in here,  
 3            including the original Wal-Mart and t he apartment  
 4            complex.  And I feel that we are qual ified to  
 5            review this, but our comments are a m atter of the  
 6            public record.  I think if you talk t o the  
 7            developers, engineers, we are thoroug h with what  
 8            we do.  We do know the water, the sew er system.   
 9            For this particular project, we're br inging  
10            on-board a very reputable transportat ion engineer.   
11                 So I do feel that we are properl y  
12            credentialed and can handle this revi ew.  Thank  
13            you.  
14                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  And to b e perfectly  
15            frank, when I took over as Supervisor  in this  
16            town, Mr. Kestner's father who's stil l alive and  
17            is a lovely man, he was the engineer for the Town  
18            of Brunswick.  If you go in the basem ent, he's got  
19            every water line in the Town of Bruns wick.  Mr.  
20            Kestner's father's memory still -- ho w old is he,  
21            Mark? 
22                 MR. KESTNER:  Ninety-one. 
23                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  But what  I did do is  
24            I went to the Kestners and I said, "I  know you're  
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 1            a developer.  I know sometimes you re present  
 2            developers and sometimes you represen t the Town of  
 3            Brunswick.  You're going to make a ch oice.  You're  
 4            going to represent the Town of Brunsw ick or you're  
 5            going to work for developers."  And e ver since  
 6            I've been here and this Board has bee n here, Mr.  
 7            Kestner represents the Town of Brunsw ick.  And I'm  
 8            just telling you that I don't see whe re he's  
 9            representing developers so --. 
10                 Come on up, sir.  
11                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Very quick  question.   
12            Mark, what is the time line you belie ve for the  
13            submission of materials from DOT and DEC and other  
14            organizations that's going to help fo rmulate your  
15            opinion?  
16                 MR. KESTNER:  I spoke with DOT l ast Thursday.   
17            We had the meeting.  They told me the y would have  
18            their comment letter to us prior to A ugust 13.  I  
19            have the draft comments from DEC in m y possession  
20            tonight.  I do not have the wetlands comments from  
21            DEC yet.  They anticipate giving thos e to us prior  
22            to August 13.  That was in anticipati on if the  
23            Board were to decide to close the hea ring, then as  
24            the attorney indicated, there's a 10- day period  
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 1            following the close of the hearing to  submit the  
 2            written comments.  So I told them to be sure to  
 3            get us written comments prior to the 13th, but the  
 4            Board will decide later about whether  they keep  
 5            the hearing open or closed.  
 6                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Point of c larification.   
 7            Will those become part of the public record  
 8            available to the public?   
 9                 MR. KESTNER:  Yes, they will be.   They'll all  
10            be furnished to the applicant. 
11                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  But we'll have access?   
12                 MR. KESTNER:  Yes. 
13                 MR. RYAN:  Will that be new data  -- 
14                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Wait a m inute now.   
15            Come on up here.  We really need your  name and  
16            address if you don't mind so we have a good record  
17            here as we go along. 
18                 MR. RYAN:  Mike Ryan, Wilrose La ne.  My  
19            question is about the traffic survey.   Will this  
20            be new data?  Is that going to be usi ng existing  
21            data that's three, four, five years o ld?  Are you  
22            going to actually do a traffic survey  or traffic  
23            count? 
24                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We'll le t the traffic  
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 1            guy answer that. 
 2                 MR. GREGORY:  The Town itself do esn't do any  
 3            direct count for this project.  We're  reviewing  
 4            the traffic study that was done in pa rt by Crate  
 5            Manning Engineering.  We review the d ata that was  
 6            done and they, as part of the process , have done  
 7            recent counts.  It's all in the DEIS document as  
 8            information they've used. 
 9                 MR. RYAN:  But I guess my larger  question is  
10            you're relying on data that you were given from  
11            the developer.  What about the data f rom the other  
12            developers of the other projects?  I think it's  
13            kind of disingenuous to just rely on data from one  
14            project when we have a number of othe r projects  
15            currently under proposal.   
16                 MR. KESTNER:  Well, we have the data from the  
17            Wal-Mart traffic engineer.  He is not  this same  
18            engineer.  You have to understand, DO T also is  
19            looking at these traffic counts.  All  right?  They  
20            independently took quite a volume of counts prior  
21            to reconstructing Route 7 and they ha ve a supply  
22            of data that we have access to, too.  So we don't  
23            just rely on what the developer's eng ineer says.   
24            We can check it against the DOT.  And , also, the  
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 1            county highway department has counts on North Lake  
 2            Avenue.  So there's several ways we c an check the  
 3            data. 
 4                 MR. RYAN:  Okay.  But there won' t be like a  
 5            new traffic count.  That's -- I guess  my question  
 6            is:  How old are those studies?   
 7                 MR. GREGORY:  The count data, I think some of  
 8            it was done last year. 
 9                 MR. RYAN:  So it's fairly recent  then.   
10                 MR. GREGORY:  Yeah.  And there's  some  
11            history, too.  You have to understand  a lot of the  
12            data that's presented by DOT, whateve r is public  
13            information, you can -- there's count s they do  
14            continually to monitor traffic and ro ads, et  
15            cetera, so there's various ways to ch eck data  
16            that's been done.   
17                 I myself have been involved in m any projects  
18            in the area.  I'm very familiar with the  
19            intersections that have been done, yo u know, the  
20            history, the construction that's goin g on.  Those  
21            are all concerns that I have as a rev iewer in the  
22            interest of the Town in regard to the  developer as  
23            well. 
24                 MR. RYAN:  Will other projects, though, their  
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 1            traffic data be included as a way to determine  
 2            this project's feasibility? 
 3                 MR. GREGORY:  Yes.  They have in cluded  
 4            Wal-Mart -- 
 5                 (Pause in the proceedings.) 
 6                 MR. GREGORY:  As part of the DEI S, they have  
 7            included the Wal-Mart site.  They've included some  
 8            other area projects that are being pr oposed at  
 9            this time.  And that is part of that DEIS document  
10            regarding traffic.  So it has been in cluded as a  
11            cumulative analysis. 
12                 MR. RYAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  
13                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Go ahead , Donna. 
14                 MS. FORSTER:  Okay.  This is jus t a quick  
15            question about traffic.  In the compr ehensive  
16            study, you said in 1995, DOT gave Hoo sick Street a  
17            "D" and, evidently, the construction that we've  
18            been undergoing for the last five yea rs is  
19            supposed to correct that.  But how do  we know that  
20            the new construction is even going to  deal with  
21            traffic patterns as they exist withou t the new  
22            developments?   
23                 We have a lot of people not usin g Hoosick  
24            Street.  I don't know.  My commonsens e says how  
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 1            can you even do a traffic study on Ho osick Street  
 2            at present with four years of continu ous  
 3            construction?  
 4                 (Applause.) 
 5                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Sir, you  want to come  
 6            up? 
 7                 MR. BLANDLY:  My name is Tom Bla ndly.  I live  
 8            in Troy but on Brunswick Road.  I hop e you'll  
 9            permit a comment from a neighbor.   
10                 I think that the people of the t own need to  
11            be aware that the mindset of developi ng is  
12            different from the mindset of people who live  
13            there.  And I think that, for instanc e, Mr.  
14            Herrington cited the development of W al-Mart and  
15            so forth as if it were a good thing.  And I  
16            consider it, and I think everybody co nsiders it,  
17            more sprawl and a very ugly thing rep lacing a very  
18            nice farm and so forth.   
19                 So what the public needs to do i s keep in  
20            mind the fact that town governments h ave  
21            traditionally been and thought it was  okay, I  
22            mean, and it was accepted by everybod y that  
23            development was good.  And so you go on that basis  
24            and you're thinking one way, but if y ou think that  
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 1            you want to keep the character of the  town as it  
 2            is, then you have to think in another  way and  
 3            realize that even though Mr. Kestner is very  
 4            honorable and is trying to do the job  as he sees  
 5            it, inevitably, the way he sees it is  more towards  
 6            a developer's point of view.   
 7                 Now, developers are there not fo r the town,  
 8            especially outsiders; they are there for their own  
 9            interests and they are looking after their own  
10            interests.  And so the people of Brun swick and any  
11            place where sprawl is occurring have to keep that  
12            in mind.  Thanks very much.   
13                 (Applause.) 
14                 MR. O'DELL:  Hi.  My name is Leo  O'Dell.  As  
15            you know, I'm new to Brunswick.  I'm new to this  
16            kind of civic gathering.  As I listen  to this as  
17            an outsider, I hear a series of issue s:  Taxes,  
18            sewage, water, schools, property valu es, all of  
19            which seem to cause great concern to everybody in  
20            this room.   
21                 The assumption is we're going to  get a  
22            response from this developer and othe rs.  I point  
23            out that our one response tonight fro m the  
24            developer has been to whether a devel opment was in  
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 1            Watervliet or Cohoes or Latham; trivi al  
 2            responses, which leads me to raise a question. 
 3                 Phil, I presume that the develop er's going to  
 4            make a series of responses to all the se issues.   
 5            Bearing that in mind, and bearing in mind some of  
 6            the discrepancies we've heard in the analyses and  
 7            demand on sewage, for example, bearin g in mind  
 8            that some of those reports are going to come from  
 9            the DOT to people who have brought us  Hoosick  
10            Street, I have a question:  Given the  fact that  
11            there are to be more reports, there a re to be  
12            comments from this developer in parti cular, when  
13            will these appear and how will their appearance  
14            fit into a time line for deciding on this process?   
15                 Clearly, what I think we must ha ve is a close  
16            look at any of the analyses put forth  by any  
17            group.   
18                 So what is the time line, Phil? 
19                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We answe red that  
20            before.  Andy, do it again. 
21                 MR. O'DELL:  I must have missed it.  Sorry.  
22                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  That's o kay.  
23                 If we close the public hearing t onight, you  
24            got 10 days.  I don't think you want that. 
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 1                 MR. GILCHRIST:  To reiterate, th e public  
 2            hearing, it certainly sounds that it may be held  
 3            open.  If that's the case, the develo per will be  
 4            responding to certain issues that hav e been raised  
 5            this evening.  And as Mr. Kestner sai d, we'll be  
 6            getting comments from other state age ncies being  
 7            copied on those as well and reviewing  them as  
 8            well. 
 9                 I'll get to the time line in a m oment, but I  
10            must add that I'm also a resident of Brunswick.   
11            This is the first series of projects that I have  
12            been retained by the Town Board on to  review for  
13            purposes of environmental compliance and zoning  
14            compliance.  I sit as the Planning Bo ard attorney  
15            in this town and I, like you, am very  interested  
16            in what this town is all about.  So a ny questions  
17            or comments about whether Mr. Kestner  is bringing  
18            a developer's attitude toward his rev iew of this,  
19            I must tell you as a resident of this  community,  
20            that is not the case.  I work with a series of  
21            consultants in my practice, engineeri ng and  
22            otherwise, and I'm here to tell you o n the record  
23            that Mr. Kestner's review has been no thing but  
24            thorough and I would not allow anythi ng but a  
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 1            thorough technical review of these ap plications so  
 2            that I can adequately counsel the Boa rd on their  
 3            zoning and planning decision.   
 4                 So I give you that statement on the record.   
 5            Please do not feel that the review th at's being  
 6            done on this application is anything less than  
 7            thorough.  I attest that it will be.   
 8                 The time line on this will be --  we're  
 9            waiting for responses from state agen cies.  They  
10            may be here.  We're sure they'll be h ere on or  
11            before August 13.  Issues that need t o be  
12            responded to by the applicant, the ba ll will be in  
13            their court.  When they prepare addit ional  
14            information and submit it to the Boar d,  
15            Mr. Kestner and I, Mr. Gregory as wel l, will  
16            review that and make a determination as to whether  
17            those issues have been adequately res ponded to.   
18                 If they're deemed complete, just  like we went  
19            through this issue of whether the DEI S was  
20            completed, and in the event the Board  keeps the  
21            public hearing open, there will be an other public  
22            hearing that will be noticed and kept  open and  
23            there will be another meeting such as  this.   
24                 Can I tell you exactly when that  will occur?   
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 1            We can't, because again, it depends o n when  
 2            additional information might be suppl ied by the  
 3            applicant, whether it is complete, wh ether it  
 4            needs some supplementation.  When tha t's done, I  
 5            can't answer that.   
 6                 All we can tell you is that it w ill be  
 7            noticed to the community as to when a nother  
 8            meeting like this will be held.  I ca n tell you if  
 9            certain residents didn't know about t his tonight,  
10            it certainly was published in the pap er and  
11            whether anyone actually looks at the legals, I  
12            can't attest to.  It was at the Town Hall on the  
13            Town Board.  If you don't ride by Tow n Hall, I can  
14            also tell you that it was posted on t he Town's  
15            website for about the past six weeks.   It will  
16            also be noticed in a similar manner w hen it's  
17            reconvened.  So I know this Board is trying to  
18            give every opportunity for members of  the public  
19            to comment on complete information.   
20                 So I hope that answers the quest ion.  But as  
21            to exactly when the hearing would be reconvened,  
22            we can't tell tonight.   
23                 MR. KEENAN:  When should the pub lic submit  
24            their comments, waiting for them to r evise the  
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 1            draft or can they -- 
 2                 MR. GILCHRIST:  The members of t he public can  
 3            submit comments now, can submit comme nts going  
 4            forward.  The written comment period will not end  
 5            under the SEQRA regs until 10 days af ter this  
 6            Board closes the public hearing.   
 7                 So in the event this Board does not close the  
 8            public hearing tonight, the written c omment period  
 9            is now open without date.  You can su bmit them  
10            now.  You can submit additional comme nts when  
11            additional information is submitted.  You're not  
12            foreclosed in doing so.  And all the comments will  
13            be considered by the Board and the co nsultant. 
14                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Can I ha ve your name  
15            again? 
16                 MR. KEENAN:  Dillon Keenan, 62 M oonlawn. 
17                 COUNCILMAN POLETO:  The original  DEIS study  
18            came in to us the beginning of March this year.   
19            The Town Board has reviewed those and  we've had  
20            comments back and forth and it took t hree and a  
21            half months in order to get from what  they  
22            originally gave the Town Board to wha t we have  
23            here tonight.   
24                 We've now had this six weeks.  W e're making  
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 1            comments ourselves to consultants to look at this  
 2            and we're making comments back.  So i t's not as if  
 3            they just gave it to us and we're rol ling over.   
 4            We've been arguing back and forth on what's been  
 5            in here before we said it was even re ady for  
 6            everybody to look at.  
 7                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody else?  
 8                 MS. HAISER:  Hi.  I'm Karen Hais er.  I live  
 9            off Tamarac Road and I'm not 49, but I have been  
10            here most of my 47-plus years.  As th e Board  
11            considers whether or not to have anot her meeting,  
12            I thought it might be useful to go th rough this  
13            really quick.   
14                 If you guys wouldn't mind raisin g your hand  
15            if you looked at the Environmental Im pact  
16            Statement.  Some hands. 
17                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  This is a pretty  
18            thorough town here. 
19                 MS. HAISER:  I have some thought s as has been  
20            discussed.  There have been some area s of concern  
21            here over urbanization and the fellow  over in the  
22            corner made a comment about inevitabl y  
23            intertwining Troy and Brunswick.  I k ind of  
24            disagree with you on that.  I think t he  
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 1            urbanization of Troy has -- I'm sorry  -- Brunswick  
 2            happened in increments starting with the Monroe  
 3            Muffler dealership.   
 4                 I do have a specific question fo r you, by the  
 5            way.  It happens in increments.  I th ink it's  
 6            really not necessary for Troy and Bru nswick to be  
 7            intertwined.  So I'd like to just sta rt off with  
 8            that.  I think it's really hard in th eory to draw  
 9            that line but harder in practice, but  I do think  
10            it's something we need to look at.   
11                 I'll look to you with a question  that I have  
12            regarding how you identified your tar get market  
13            for these buildings.  I'd really like  some more  
14            information on that.  It's the who, w hat, when,  
15            where and, I guess, why of who you th ink these  
16            people will be filling these apartmen ts in more  
17            detail than you mentioned.   
18                 You mentioned empty-nesters.  Yo u mentioned  
19            some transients.  But it's really -- it's so out  
20            of keeping with Brunswick's character  and so close  
21            to more what you'd find in an urban a rea, I'd like  
22            to know more about how you've come up  with this,  
23            your projected use for this building when you do  
24            that, if you could, please.  I don't mean to sound  
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 1            flip.   
 2                 And if all the projected jobs ac tually came  
 3            to pass over the past 20 years, very few of the  
 4            housing developments in this area wou ld be  
 5            sufficient to take care of that need.    
 6                 Be careful using RPI.  It's cert ainly adding  
 7            to the academic belt in the area and  
 8            technological, but they're really not  adding jobs  
 9            to Troy and Rensselaer County.  So I don't see  
10            that.   
11                 Therefore, a concern, as some pe ople have  
12            also voiced, is where would people co me from?   
13            Would they come or is it a field of d reams type of  
14            concept?  And I think that despite th e fact that  
15            you're planning nice apartments, if p eople don't  
16            come, the buildings will still have t o be  
17            utilized.  I think back to the urbani zation line.   
18            We're solving Troy's grocery shopping  problem now.   
19            I don't think we need to solve Troy's  low income  
20            housing problem as well.  
21                 (Applause.) 
22                 MS. HAISER:  As you mentioned, i t's about  
23            money.  And as Mr. Blandly mentioned,  that's your  
24            job.  You're here to make money.  I t hink it will  
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 1            become more and more about money as t he Misty  
 2            Hills fellow mentioned.  A door opens .  People  
 3            come.  The privacy's gone.  So it bec omes more  
 4            desirable to move to Canada, Iowa; I hope not, but  
 5            I think it's important to really clar ify the  
 6            lines.  You've heard talk about devel opment  
 7            districts, et cetera.   
 8                 And to conclude, Dr. Fleishman t alked about  
 9            moratoriums.  Other folks have mentio ned a lot of 
10            communities in the area are looking a t some type  
11            of guidelines, looking at how they wa nt to guide  
12            development in the area.  I think tha t will help  
13            everyone.  I think if we're not caref ul, if we're  
14            left out, if we're the only ones not doing that  
15            type of planning, we could be easy pi ckins for  
16            more developers. 
17                 We heard a story just today from  a friend.   
18            There was a farmer next to him.  Some one came to  
19            this farmer, told him a story how he had grown up  
20            here, he missed it, he wanted to brin g his family  
21            back, raise them, live his life here.   The farmer  
22            sold him the property and he, the ver y next day,  
23            sold it to the developer for two and a half times  
24            what he had just paid for it.  So son g and dance.   
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 1                 So if we aren't careful with the  barn door,  
 2            the horse is not only going to get ou t but it's  
 3            going to get killed on Route 7.  Than k you.   
 4                 (Applause.) 
 5                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody that hasn't  
 6            spoke that wants to say anything?  
 7                 MR. STEIN:  My name is Bill Stei n.  I  
 8            actually live at 92 Willet in Albany.   I was asked  
 9            to come here by a friend and watch th e meeting.   
10            And I'm sorry that I'm from Albany, b ut I hope you  
11            guys appreciate this.  I moved here a  couple years  
12            ago and in my almost 30 years, I live d 20-plus  
13            years in Los Angeles.  And I came her e hoping and  
14            appreciating the countryside and what  draws people  
15            to the Northeast and watching the fir e flies that  
16            we don't have in Los Angeles and watc hing even the  
17            black flies that everybody hates but they're here.   
 
18                 There's the part of the Northeas t that makes  
19            the Northeast and I have enjoyed ever y minute that  
20            I've been here since I moved here.  I  hope -- I  
21            wish that LA had boards like this or community  
22            services like this that actually list en to the  
23            public, that they didn't develop as m uch as they  
24            have.   
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 1                 I don't know if there's -- besid es palm trees  
 2            and Santa Monica that you see on the TV, but the  
 3            amount of trees have dissipated, the amount of  
 4            bushes.  There's very seldom -- there 's very  
 5            little greenery.  And as my cheesy, s ob thing to  
 6            the public and to the Board from Alba ny, but I am  
 7            a cyclist and all of our cycling budd ies come out  
 8            this way and enjoy the scenery and to  watch  
 9            another LA-type development come up t o me is a  
10            heart-breaking story.   
11                 So as a neighboring citizen or r esident, I  
12            would ask the Board to just listen to  these 
13            impressive stories and the impressive  concerns  
14            that they have.  And I hope the devel opers have  
15            taken this into consideration and wil l come up  
16            with a plan or maybe downsize 1,100 u nits but  
17            something.  But I appreciate the conc erns  
18            everybody else has and I hope the Boa rd listens to  
19            them.  
20                 (Applause.) 
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody else who  
22            hasn't spoke that wants to get up?  
23                 MR. ZIEMBA:  Good evening.  My n ame is  
24            Russell Ziemba.  I live at 1813 Highl and Avenue in  
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 1            Troy.  I've lived in the area for ove r 30 years  
 2            and I've never seen a housing develop ment of 1,100  
 3            units built before in the area.  It's  like the  
 4            creation of another village and I thi nk the scale  
 5            of this proposal is inappropriate for  the Town of  
 6            Brunswick.  I believe that if you're going to  
 7            create 1,100 housing units, they ough t to go in an  
 8            urban area like Troy, my hometown.  T hat's where  
 9            they belong where there's already exi sting  
10            infrastructure and public transportat ion where  
11            people can get to stores and schools and  
12            restaurants.  All the things that peo ple would  
13            drive to here, they could walk to or it would be a  
14            much shorter drive in Troy.   
15                 So I think that something of thi s scale  
16            doesn't really fit with Brunswick but  is urban and  
17            ought to be in an urban area.   
18                 In the last 25 years, the Capita l District  
19            has only grown by about five percent in population  
20            but the amount of developed area has grown by  
21            about 40 percent.  So it's become les s dense.   
22            It's sprawled over the countryside an d that's not  
23            a very efficient use of space.   
24                 With the coming energy crisis, w ith world oil  
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 1            production peaking in the next few ye ars, we're  
 2            going to see gas prices doubling or t ripling and  
 3            it's not feasible for people to drive  -- it won't  
 4            be feasible for people to drive long distances.   
 5            So it makes more sense to concentrate  any growth  
 6            in urban areas.   
 7                 But if, for some reason, this de velopment  
 8            does go through and 1,100 housing uni ts are built,  
 9            another village ought to be created o r at least a  
10            planned community that has all the el ements of a  
11            community, a mixed use community with  stores,  
12            restaurants, a community center, side walks, public  
13            transportation, all the things that p eople need in  
14            their community so they don't have to  go out to  
15            Hoosick Street two or three times eve ry day to get  
16            the things that they need.   
17                 Hoosick Street is a mess as it i s right now,  
18            but if you add several thousand car t rips per day  
19            to Hoosick, it's going to make it a l ot worse.  So  
20            even though I don't live in this town  and it's not  
21            going to affect me directly and I can  avoid  
22            looking at it, I really think that it 's not good  
23            for this community.  It's not good fo r our county.   
24            It's not good for the environment.  A nd we ought  
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 1            to build things that are sensible and  this is not.   
 2                 (Applause.) 
 3                 MR. LONDON:  I got a couple of t opics that  
 4            I'd like to discuss.  Unfortunately, you've heard  
 5            them already.  So I'd like to bore yo u.  The first  
 6            one is traffic.  I have a little diff erent twist  
 7            on the traffic but, nonetheless, traf fic.   
 8                 First of all, I think someone wa s talking  
 9            about providing a DOT study, is that correct?   
10                 MR. GREGORY:  DOT is involved. 
11                 MR. LONDON:  So we're supposed t o get some  
12            information from the DOT, some type o f study, is  
13            that correct? 
14                 MR. GREGORY:  We'll respond -- t he Town, DOT  
15            will respond accordingly in a time fr ame that's  
16            allotted. 
17                 DOT has been contacted and they will respond  
18            regarding traffic in a written form w hich will be  
19            reviewable by the public as well as m yself and  
20            others. 
21                 THE CLERK:  Can I ask your name?  
22                 MR. LONDON:  My name is Eric Lon don and I  
23            live on Colehammer off of Pinewoods.  Sorry.   
24                 Can I ask when the last traffic study was  
 
 Page 100 
 1            done by the DOT between North Lake an d Route 142? 
 2                 MR. GREGORY:  The physical count s, you mean,  
 3            the DOT conducted? 
 4                 MR. LONDON:  Yes.  
 5                 MR. GREGORY:  I don't have that information  
 6            on hand, but I could find out specifi cally.  They  
 7            have counting stations which are done  in intervals  
 8            depending on where it is located, if it's on a  
 9            county or -- excuse me -- on a state highway. 
10                 MR. LONDON:  So we really don't know if it  
11            was done in the last five years, ten years, twenty   
12            years? 
13                 MR. GREGORY:  It's all public in formation.   
14            They publish what's called the New Yo rk State DOT  
15            Traffic Volume Report, Highway Suffic iency Report.   
16            All these include stations, actual mi le markers,  
17            locations, volumes, percent of trucks , the whole  
18            works in regard to traffic, if it's i n location or  
19            if it's between a segment, so on top of the other  
20            counts that are done either by indepe ndent  
21            consultants or by themselves in regar d to  
22            projects. 
23                 COUNCILMAN POLETO:  I know they had counters  
24            out this spring that were counting tr affic down  
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 1            on -- I don't think it come out 142, but they were  
 2            on the lower part of Hoosick Street. 
 3                 MR. LONDON:  Okay.  So not the w hole area  
 4            that we're discussing.   
 5                 COUNCILMAN POLETO:  I don't beli eve that far. 
 6                 MS. FORSTER:  The DOT informatio n on the  
 7            Internet is 2000, I believe.   
 8                 COUNCILMAN POLETO:  Yeah, but th ey did have  
 9            counters on the bridge.  I know they had counters  
10            on Georgia Court and I believe anothe r set of  
11            counters up off South Lake Avenue. 
12                 UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  I don't kn ow if it was  
13            Route 2.  There was a set of counters  down by you.   
14                 MR. GREGORY:  I was just going t o add the  
15            most recent published traffic volume report by New  
16            York State DOT is the 2000 and 2003 t raffic volume  
17            report, which includes many years pri or to that as  
18            well.  But that's the most recently p ublished and  
19            it's on DOT's website and publicly av ailable. 
20                 MR. LONDON:  Okay.  Next, I just  wanted to  
21            address the traffic study conducted b y the  
22            developers.  According to page six of  the traffic  
23            impact, this study was done in Februa ry on a  
24            Sunday, Monday and Tuesday.  What doe s that do for  
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 1            us?  Just something to think about.   
 2                 You know, the traffic on Hoosick , everyone's  
 3            been complaining about.  I guess I do n't complain  
 4            so much about it anymore, because I j ust refuse to  
 5            go over there unless I absolutely hav e to, maybe  
 6            to go to Sycaway Bikes and get my law n mower done.   
 7            Other than that, I try to avoid it.  You know, if  
 8            it's too congested now, according to the report  
 9            that they did, and maybe my informati on may not be  
10            accurate -- you can correct me if I'm  wrong -- but  
11            if there's going to be a 20 percent i ncrease in  
12            population to fill all the units in t his apartment  
13            complex and people already don't want  to drive  
14            over there, who's going to drive over  there with  
15            that additional 20 percent increase i n population?   
16                 Is that addressed anywhere where  these people  
17            are going to come from?  Maybe it's s omething that  
18            I missed.  Hopefully, they can addres s that.   
19                 The next issue for me is more de ar to me and  
20            that's my bank account; taxes.  As pe ople have  
21            mentioned, taxes just seem to be goin g up and up.   
22            The cost for the improvements, the ov erall  
23            infrastructure, is of a big concern, I assume, for  
24            everyone.  The EIS states that there would be a  
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 1            $1.5 million increase in revenue at t he end of the  
 2            10-year construction period.  Is that  correct,  
 3            gentlemen?  Did I get that right? 
 4                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  If there's no inc rease in the  
 5            taxes, that's close to the number, if  there's no  
 6            increase in the next 10 years which i s somewhat  
 7            unlikely. 
 8                 MR. LONDON:  No increase in what ? 
 9                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Taxes. 
10                 MR. LONDON:  Just in the percent age of taxes? 
11                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Today's rate and multiply it  
12            by the millage of any improvement. 
13                 MR. LONDON:  Now, that's also as suming that  
14            you fill all those units that you pla n in four  
15            phases? 
16                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  No.        
17                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I don't want to get  
18            into question and answer. 
19                 MR. LONDON:  I want to make sure  that I have  
20            a right -- you know, they've had a lo t of people  
21            talking at them, accusing them of thi ngs.  I don't  
22            want to do that.  So I want to be -- 
23                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  If you'r e asking  
24            questions, I'm okay -- 
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 1                 MR. LONDON:  They can say no.  T hey're  
 2            grown-ups, I believe.  They're puttin g millions of  
 3            dollars into Hoosick Street.  They ca n't answer  
 4            yes or no for themselves? 
 5                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I want t o make sure  
 6            everyone's comments here get on the r ecord and  
 7            they have to physically answer -- 
 8                 MR. LONDON:  It's my understandi ng you're  
 9            going to be continuing this anyway, s o I'm sure  
10            that will happen.  Thank you. 
11                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I don't want to get  
12            wise with you, buddy. 
13                 MR. LONDON:  Well, actually, you  have before  
14            so -- 
15                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I have b efore? 
16                 MR. LONDON:  I really don't want  to go there. 
17                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Politics . 
18                 MR. LONDON:  I really don't want  to go there.   
19            You know, I'm really not trying to ge t into that  
20            with you, Phil.  Is that okay?  
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Hey, lis ten.  I don't  
22            need this either.  If you got comment s, please,  
23            there are gentlemen here that haven't  spoken yet. 
24                 MR. LONDON:  I haven't spoken ye t and I had  
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 1            comments and you're interrupting me w hen I'm  
 2            trying to ask my questions.  
 3                 Should I not be asking my questi ons?  Am I  
 4            prohibited? 
 5                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Come on.   Come on.   
 6            Come on.  Will ya?  It could have bee n your  
 7            attitude last time, too, but go ahead . 
 8                 MR. LONDON:  Yeah, it could have  been.  It  
 9            also could have been yours.   
10                 Okay.  I'm sorry, gentlemen.  Be fore I was  
11            interrupted, I was trying to find out  if that was  
12            at all four phases.  You said that wa s incorrect. 
13                 MR. HOBLOCK:  We're just going t o let  
14            everything get put on the record just  like  
15            everyone else. 
16                 MR. LONDON:  It's my understandi ng there was  
17            a $1.5 million increase in revenue.  I want to  
18            know how that's going to be sufficien t to take  
19            care of all the infrastructure, becau se I just  
20            don't see that.   
21                 There have been many comments to day, I  
22            understand from earlier comments, tha t you're  
23            looking to attract empty-nesters and that's fine  
24            if they're from the area and they're local.  You  
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 1            know, I could see that.  But then my question  
 2            becomes:  Who's going to take over th eir housing?   
 3            Where are these people going to come from?  And  
 4            that is a big issue to me with houses , that are  
 5            they just gonna leave them or where a re they going  
 6            to attract the buyers from?   
 7                 And that was really my question with the  
 8            taxes as to how they're going to make  up for the  
 9            revenues that will be needed.  Thank you.   
10                 (Applause.) 
11                 MR. LONDON:  I apologize to you,  Phil. 
12                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  You don' t need to  
13            apologize to me.  I'd rather be strai ghtforward.   
14            I don't want to get out of hand here.   If you want  
15            to come to the farm, if you want to s wear at me,  
16            if you want to wait tonight to call m e names, I  
17            don't mind.  I just want to keep goin g through  
18            this process.   
19                 MR. MILOS:  I'm Ron Milos.  I'm from Blue  
20            Heron Lane.  I'm an empty-nester.  I came up here  
21            from Poughkeepsie.  I did not move to  Watervliet.   
22            I did not move to Latham.  I did not move to  
23            Colonie.  I came here because of the character of  
24            the town, because of the rural enviro nment and,  
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 1            now, I'm waking up to the fact that I  might be  
 2            living in a city.   
 3                 I think what you really have to understand is  
 4            you're touching the very fabric of th e community  
 5            when you make this decision.  That, a bove  
 6            everything else, I think you ought to  consider.   
 7            Thank you.  
 8                 (Applause.) 
 9                 MR. MEEHAN:  Hi.  My name is Jam ie Meehan.   
10            I've lived here for 20 years.  I live  at 103  
11            Carrolls Grove Road and I just want t o talk to the  
12            Board a little bit, because this deci sion is in  
13            your hands of what's going to happen to our town. 
14                 And I feel that I know all you p eople and I  
15            know that you've given a lot of your time to the  
16            Town and I think it's a great thing.  So I just  
17            want to make sure that you remember t hat we have  
18            to keep this town the way it is.  We have to keep  
19            the rural character of this town.   
20                 And I know that you've mentioned  in your  
21            Comprehensive Plan that was brought o ut a few  
22            years back that we were going to try to keep the  
23            growth on Route 7 and, granted, I'm n ot against  
24            growth totally, but I just think that  this project  
 
 Page 108 
 1            with almost 1,200 units is just outra geous.  I  
 2            also think that there's like three or  four other  
 3            projects that have been earmarked in the town or  
 4            that have been talked about, proposed , in the town  
 5            that will increase the town's populat ion by 30  
 6            percent maybe if you take into the cu mulative  
 7            effects of everything.   
 8                 And I just want to tell you that  I have a lot  
 9            of sweat and equity into this town.  I was the  
10            president of the Historical Society a t one time  
11            and I can make a comment from there, that it's  
12            definitely going to change the histor y of the  
13            town.  I've been the president of the  soccer club.   
14            You're going to have to build me more  soccer  
15            fields, because where are all these k ids going to  
16            play that are coming here?   
17                 Presently, I'm a member of the B rittonkill  
18            Board of Education and I don't speak for the Board  
19            of Education because somebody would p robably sue  
20            me because it's against the law, but I speak as a  
21            citizen and I know some of the number s that were  
22            tossed around tonight -- right now, j ust for the  
23            one addition we did on the school, we 're paying a  
24            debt service which now the state has granted us 40  
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 1            years to pay them back, so we can pay  them back  
 2            even more money, at over a million do llars a year.   
 3                 And with the cumulative effect o f all these  
 4            developments and all these kids comin g into our  
 5            school, we're definitely going to hav e to build a  
 6            new school building and God knows how  many  
 7            millions of dollars just in debt serv ice that'll  
 8            cost us a year, let alone if you buil d a bigger  
 9            school, you have to hire more teacher s, more  
10            electricity, pay more to heat it, get  more buses,   
11            pay for more gas.  It's just such a s nowball  
12            effect, just keeps going on and on, y ou know?   
13                 I want to make a couple other co mments.  I'm  
14            also an avid bicycler.  I know I go o ut at 5:30 in  
15            the morning because that's the only t ime I feel  
16            safe.  And even in the last few years , I feel much  
17            less safe, because there's just so mu ch more  
18            traffic on the road.  And I've almost  been killed  
19            a few times, but thank God, I'm still  here.   
20                 I want to say that I agree with many of the  
21            other comments about the sewage, abou t how will we  
22            have the capacity?  All the sewage ha s to go to  
23            the sewage treatment plant eventually  and I don't  
24            know what kind of capacity they have down in Troy.   
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 1                 I also want to talk a little bit  about the  
 2            light pollution.  I know when I first  moved out to  
 3            Carrolls Grove Road, you can see quit e a few stars  
 4            and even as I looked over towards Rou te 7, towards  
 5            this way from my house, you could alm ost see stars  
 6            to the horizon.  I know now when I lo ok out, I  
 7            basically kind of see like a yellow g low of all  
 8            the development on Route 7 and that d isappoints  
 9            me.   
10                 I'd also like to say that we're definitely  
11            going to need more fire protection, m ore police  
12            protection.  Route 2, people have mad e comments on  
13            how that has become a busier and busi er road.  I  
14            know even Carrolls Grove Road, I thin k there used  
15            to be about three cars a day there wh en I moved  
16            and, now, there's many more than that .  So as all  
17            these other roads get congested, it i n turn makes  
18            all the side roads much more congeste d and it's  
19            not a good thing.   
20                 So I just want you to make sure that you  
21            remember that there is a cumulative e ffect of this  
22            development, of all the other develop ments, that  
23            that's definitely a big point.  And I  also hope  
24            and urge that you would keep the comm ent period  
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 1            open.   
 2                 And I don't quite understand; li ke, if you  
 3            close the comment period tonight and there were  
 4            only 10 days, how are these people go ing to answer  
 5            all these questions that we have in 1 0 days?  How  
 6            are you going to get the study from 1 0 days from  
 7            now?  The DOT study isn't even due. 
 8                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Jamie, w e could close  
 9            the public hearing and extend the com ment period,  
10            but I don't think you people would wa nt us to do  
11            that.  I'm quite sure you'd want to r ead whatever  
12            the answers are going to be and come back and have  
13            another crack at this, would be my gu ess.  I mean,  
14            in my estimation, with all these thin gs brought  
15            up, we could close the public hearing  and extend  
16            the comment but I don't believe we're  going to do  
17            that.  So what I'm saying is the publ ic hearing is  
18            going to be open, continued. 
19                 MR. MEEHAN:  Okay.  I just want to say that,  
20            I mean, you look around and you see a ll the  
21            hundreds of people that came out here .  It is a 
22            beautiful August summer night.  I'm s ure if you  
23            had a public hearing in January and i t was five  
24            below zero, we'd have 600 people, bec ause think of  
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 1            all that we're giving up tonight just  coming here  
 2            to help our town and help urge you pe ople on the  
 3            Town Board to listen to us and to tak e a very hard  
 4            look at this project, because I think  you guys  
 5            want to leave a legacy and I think yo ur legacy for  
 6            this town wants to be that you kept i t rural, not  
 7            that you turned it into Clifton Park.   Thank you.   
 8                 (Applause.) 
 9                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We all k now that  
10            Route 7 is a tough area.  I just wish  them  
11            Vermonters would find another way to go.  They're  
12            tough, too, coming up through.  I kno w the lower  
13            part of the City of Troy, Route 7 con tinues to be  
14            a challenge and the state's telling m e the work  
15            they're doing with traffic lights is going to  
16            improve the flow.  We're going to wai t to see  
17            that.  
18                 MS. RUSSO:  Hi.  My name is Barb ara Russo.  I  
19            live on Colehammer Avenue.  First of all, I'd like  
20            to thank all the townspeople for comi ng out here  
21            today.  It's a hot night.  It's uncom fortable in  
22            here, but I'm glad that so many of yo u came to  
23            express your concerns and I urge you to stay  
24            involved in your community and to let  these folks  
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 1            know your concerns.   
 2                 Secondly, I'd like to echo that gentleman's  
 3            request that the Town Board does keep  the public  
 4            comment period open on this matter.  It seems like  
 5            there's several pieces of information  out there  
 6            that have not even come to the public  yet.  The  
 7            comments from the DOT are supposed to  come on  
 8            August 13th.  DEC's comments on wetla nds are not  
 9            yet available.  I think these are all  important  
10            pieces of the puzzle that the public should see  
11            before the public comment period is c losed.   
12                 Regarding the comments on the we tlands, this  
13            is one area that I haven't heard addr essed yet  
14            tonight and it's an area that caught my attention  
15            in the DEIS as being very deficient.  The DEIS  
16            claimed that no state-regulated wetla nds will be  
17            directly or indirectly impacted by th is project  
18            and, yet, it goes on to say that proj ect-related  
19            improvements to the intersection of B etts Road and  
20            New York State Route 7 will go outsid e state  
21            wetlands T-106.   
22                 Betts Road is supposed to be wid ened.  I  
23            think everybody in the town is famili ar with the  
24            large wetlands of the area, state wet lands, where  
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 1            we see the migratory birds every spri ng and every  
 2            fall.  It's a beautiful vista to see.    
 3                 By widening Betts Road, it seems  there would  
 4            be an impact on fresh water wetlands area as well  
 5            as to the many migratory birds that u se this area.   
 6                 The DEIS fails to address any po tential  
 7            impact on the buffer area.  There is,  I believe, a  
 8            buffer area from Betts Road over to t he wetlands.   
 9            The DEIS does nothing to address that .   
10                 Just one other brief point that I would like  
11            to note.  A lot of people have had co ncerns about  
12            cumulative impacts and also the growt h-inducing  
13            aspect, that this project could have somewhat of a  
14            snowball effect.  You approve this pr oject, more  
15            are going to come.   
16                 In the developer's own DEIS, in footnote one  
17            on page sixteen, regarding the sanita ry sewers  
18            that they plan on improving, "It is u nderstood  
19            that the construction of the sanitary  pump station  
20            will also benefit future non-project- related  
21            development."   
22                 So they're talking about improvi ng the  
23            sewers, adding a new sanitary sewer p ump.  They're  
24            looking to the future of more develop ment in this  
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 1            area and that's something that it see ms like the  
 2            townspeople are very concerned about and I would  
 3            ask the Board to strongly consider in  their  
 4            evaluation of this project.   
 5                 (Applause.) 
 6                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody else that  
 7            hasn't spoke?  
 8                 MR. CONWAY:  Hi.  I'm Mike Conwa y.  I live on  
 9            Blue Heron Lane.  I built my house th ere six years  
10            ago.  Building a house in Brunswick w as an easy  
11            decision for as much as what the town  is as what  
12            it isn't.  I grew up here in this tow n.  My family  
13            lives in this town.  I know quite a f ew of the  
14            people in the town and they're great people in  
15            this town.  We have a strong leadersh ip, a good  
16            team.  But the town isn't -- it's not  Clifton  
17            Park.  It's not Latham.  It's not Wat ervliet,  
18            Colonie.   
19                 I look at your documentation and  it seems  
20            that you make light of all your findi ngs that  
21            would negatively impact us, specifica lly light  
22            pollution, noise pollution, impacts o n the  
23            wildlife.  It seems rather flippant t o me that you  
24            can dismiss the displacement of the w ildlife  
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 1            because you find it common.   
 2                 I see a handful of species ident ified in your  
 3            documentation.  I don't see reference s, and maybe  
 4            they are common, to Eastern Bluebirds ,  
 5            Ground-Hornbills, Bald Eagles, Easter n Coyotes,  
 6            just to name a few of the things that  I see in my  
 7            backyard every day.   
 8                 I do see the things that you are  going to  
 9            bring to my town:  Increased demand o n the  
10            infrastructure, the water, the sewer,  the roads,  
11            the fire department, the police depar tment, the  
12            school system.  I don't see a value t o that; do  
13            you, sir?  I say you're not welcome i n my town.   
14            Thank you.   
15                 (Applause.) 
16                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anyone e lse?   
17                 Mr. Wilson, sir.  
18                 CHIEF WILSON:  Hi.  I'm Steve Wi lson, fire  
19            chief of Brunswick One Fire Departmen t, Sycaway.   
20            I just want to say I was talking to P ete earlier  
21            and he did state that the fire depart ment was more  
22            as a backer to this; and that we had meetings with  
23            them. We did have a meeting with Town  of  
24            Brunswick.  We did meet and we do hav e concerns  
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 1            with it.   
 2                 As far as a backer, we just gave  them a list  
 3            of our concerns and also stated as fa r as taxes  
 4            that we wouldn't say anything about a s far as the  
 5            taxes going up or down or whatever, b ut just that  
 6            we did not discuss as far as taxes, h ow they are,  
 7            that they'll go available to the town  itself.   
 8                 But as far as those, we did have  a meeting  
 9            and we did give him our concerns and we're  
10            supposed to go back for a second meet ing on that,  
 
11            which we didn't have, as far as hydra nt  
12            replacement, dead ends, getting our a pparatus  
13            around.   
14                 I just want to say to the Town B oard that any  
15            developments that are coming up we do  appreciate  
16            you steering our way.  We do get conc erns a lot,  
17            sometimes they don't get heard.  Thes e places get  
18            built and it's too late.  We do need your backing  
19            as far as that goes also.  Thank you.    
20                 (Applause.) 
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody else?  
22                 MS. MACDONALD:  Hi.  I'm Julia M acDonald on  
23            North Lake Avenue.  I've been there 2 6 and a half  
24            years in a single-family home.  I had  some  
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 1            comments.  I came in late so I don't know what I  
 2            missed.   
 3                 I assume we've been over traffic  pretty  
 4            thoroughly.  I heard you say you've b een talking  
 5            about Hoosick Street.  It used to be North Lake  
 6            Avenue and 142 were a well-known secr et for the  
 7            predominant group of people that came  through  
 8            here, skiers, et cetera, from Vermont .  Not  
 9            anymore.   
10                 Having lived on North Lake as lo ng as I have,  
11            I have traffic concerns about North L ake.  Every  
12            year, we wind up having to call the s tate police  
13            to come and sit because there's no po lice  
14            protection, so we use the state polic e and ticket  
15            speeders.  They've been clocked 70 mi les per hour  
16            going past my house on North Lake.  I  don't want  
17            more cars on North Lake.   
18                 If this development is completed , some of  
19            those cars are going to come down Nor th Lake.   
20            If Hoosick Street is ever completed, maybe some  
21            people will go back to using Hoosick.   I have my  
22            doubts about that.   
23                 That was one thing I wanted to c omment on.  I  
24            gather we talked about ambient light and ambient  
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 1            noise.  I can now hear Hoosick Street .   
 2                 We talked about EMS and fire pro tection.  How  
 3            many of these people are going to vol unteer?  This  
 4            is a volunteer outfit and you didn't say that,  
 5            which I thought was very restrained.  If we're  
 6            going to add 2,000 residents, some of  those people  
 7            have got to be willing to volunteer f or EMS and  
 8            fire protection.  It's a volunteer co mpany, which  
 9            takes me to my next piece which is:  Who are these  
10            people and where are they coming from  and how long  
11            are they going to be here?   
12                 We're talking about people, youn g adults who  
13            are saving for their first house.  Ho w long do  
14            they live in an apartment before they  move out and  
15            what are they willing to do for their  community  
16            while they're here?  I think that's a n important  
17            issue.   
18                 We have a lot of people who've l ived here a  
19            long time who participate in their co mmunity.  I  
20            don't know that your apartment dwelle rs are going  
21            to do that.   
22                 You've talked about empty-nester s.  If  
23            Brunswick has a thousand empty-nest f amilies that  
24            want to live in these apartments and participate  
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 1            in their community the way they alway s have,  
 2            great, we'll find some new people to move in.  I  
 3            don't think we've got them.  I think we're going  
 4            to have those empty-nesters moving in  from other  
 5            communities.   
 6                 If they move in, let's talk abou t what  
 7            happens to empty-nesters.  And I'm on e now, so I  
 8            can tell you where I see my future he aded.  I'm  
 9            going to get older, frailer.  I'm goi ng to drive  
10            worse.  I'm going to not want to part icipate in as  
11            many activities.  I'm going to need m ore services.   
12            I'm going to call EMS more frequently  than I ever  
13            have.  I've never called them, but I might at any  
14            point.  And I'm going to take a lot m ore out of  
15            the town as I get older.  And my apol ogies to  
16            those of you who are older than I am,  but you  
17            might not disagree with me on that.   
18                 So I think you need to consider what the  
19            residents of this complex are going t o offer to  
20            the community compared to what they'r e going to  
21            take away from the community.   
22                 So in terms of that, I would lik e them to  
23            address further how long they expect people to  
 
24            stay in their rentals, to try and giv e us more  
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 1            sense of where they think those peopl e are coming  
 2            from.  A thousand families is a lot o f families.   
 3            I'm concerned about occupancy rate.   
 4                 What is an adequate occupancy ra te to make  
 5            each phase of these a go for the deve loper and at  
 6            what point do they decide to move to the next  
 7            phase?  How many of the units have to  be occupied  
 8            in phase one for them to say, "Oh, go od, let's  
 9            build phase two and phase three."   
10                 What happens if they don't build  them?  What  
11            happens if it turns out not to work?  Do we have  
12            empty buildings?  The last thing any community  
13            needs is empty buildings.   
14                 Do we have buildings where they drop the rent  
15            and then we start to decrease the val ue of those  
16            apartments?  Do we have buildings tha t are not  
17            maintained and then the value of the apartments  
18            goes down and then they ask for a re- valuation on  
19            their taxes and you get less tax mone y?  What  
20            happens if these things occur?  Once they're  
21            built, they're there.  You're not goi ng to make  
22            them tear them down.  So that was my other  
23            thought.   
24                 Oh, and this is a question actua lly for the  
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 1            Town Board to address, but you don't have to do it  
 2            right now.  I'm interested in what th e  
 3            relationship is between revenue in th e town and  
 4            population increase.  I understand th at when you  
 5            add businesses, you collect more taxe s.  That's a  
 6            good thing, assuming we like the busi nesses.  But  
 7            when you add housing compared to the services that  
 8            you have to spend money, I'm interest ed in what  
 9            that relationship is financially.   
10                 And my final comment has to do w ith wildlife  
11            and all of that stuff.  As I said, I' ve been there  
12            26 years.  I have seen two new critte rs in the  
 
13            last couple years in my yard and they  tell me  
14            something about what's going on in Br unswick.  The  
15            first one I have is pigeons.  I never  had pigeons  
16            until two years ago.  Pigeons clearly  think I now  
17            live in the city.  Okay?   
18                 The other one is I have deer.  N ow, we've  
19            always had the odd deer.  We've never  had as many  
20            as five deer at one time in the backy ard.  And for  
21            those of you who live anywhere near m e, if you  
22            drive around, you will notice everyon e's got the  
23            same problem.  We've got so much habi tat pressure  
24            that the deer are now moving into peo ples'  
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 1            backyards and you can drive around on  North Lake  
 2            Avenue and up in North 40 and up in t hat  
 3            development and you will see all the cedars and  
 4            Arborbitae are neatly sheared to the height of a  
 5            deer's head.  That's only going to ge t worse.  And  
 6            all that landscaping is at risk.   
 7                 So I'm somewhere between the cit y with my  
 8            pigeons and the country with my deer.   I'd rather  
 9            be in the country.  Thank you.   
10                 (Applause.)  
11                 MS. HAISER:  I know it's getting  late, but I  
12            couldn't let this slip by.  I'm Terry  Haiser.   
13            I've been living on Muriel Drive for 37 years and  
14            we really do enjoy Brunswick and ther e's no way  
15            I'm telling you how old I am.   
16                 I'm a senior citizen.  I'm an em pty-nester. 
17            And, perhaps, my husband and I are th e kind of  
18            people you're thinking of moving into  your  
19            apartments for seniors now.  We have a  
20            four-bedroom house that is too big fo r us right  
21            now.  It's filled with junk we don't need.   
22            However, I would look for some place that's a  
23            little more arthritis-friendly, not a s many steps.   
24                 But there is no way I would trad e the view  
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 1            from my kitchen window, even though I  see the  
 2            rotten rabbits eating my lilies -- I see the  
 3            occasional deer, loads of squirrels - - for a view  
 4            from the terrace or patio that's goin g to overlook  
 5            someone else's patio or looks out on a parking  
 6            lot.  And there's no way I could live  in a  
 7            claustrophobic environment with over 1,100  
 8            apartments.  So this empty-nester wou ld not be  
 9            interested in your apartments.   
10                 (Applause.) 
11                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Anybody else?   
12                 MR. DONNELLY:  I have one quick question.   
13            Bill Donnelly.  I live up on Farm to Market Road.   
14            I'm just wondering if the Town can po st the  
15            minutes of the meeting on their websi te so that  
16            everybody in the town can have access  to what's  
17            going on. 
18                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Yes.  Th e minutes are  
19            there.  
20                 MR. DONNELLY:  So everything tha t's being  
21            recorded tonight will be posted? 
22                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Oh, not what she's  
23            doing.  I don't know.   
24                 THE CLERK:  Mine will but mine i s not -- this  



 Page 125 
 1            is verbatim.  
 2                 MR. DONNELLY:  Do the minutes in clude all the  
 3            comments? 
 4                 THE CLERK:  Try to.  Try to.  
 5                 MR. GILCHRIST:  The reason we ha ve the  
 6            stenographer here is to make sure tha t everything  
 7            that's said tonight is recorded.  So we'll have a  
 8            paper copy once the transcript is mad e and I'll  
 9            inquire of our stenographer.  Is an e lectronic  
10            version available? 
11                 THE COURT REPORTER:  Yes. 
12                 MR. GILCHRIST:  An electronic ve rsion is  
13            available, so I would presume there's  adequate  
14            space on our town website and those c an be placed  
15            electronically as well.  
16                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Okay.  A nybody else?   
17                 (No affirmative response.)     
18                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  I want t o compliment  
19            everybody.  Like I said, you guys did  your  
20            homework.  We got some great question s that will  
21            be answered and, you know, I just wan t to mention  
22            to you that we don't get paid a lot t o be up here  
23            but every one of us is up here becaus e we love the  
24            town.  I believe every one of us has been born in  
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 1            the town, raised in the town.  But an yway, what  
 2            I'm saying is we take this job pretty  serious and,  
 3            you know, there was a north-south con nector road a 
 4            few years ago -- bear with me, becaus e it's  
 5            important -- that wanted to connect o ver by the  
 6            Wal-Mart over to Route 2 and that wou ld have, in  
 7            our opinion, opened up commercial on Route 2.  We  
 8            voted that down.  The developer was n ot very  
 9            happy.   
10                 The 12 acres that they're playin g soccer with  
11            now, as you know -- maybe you don't k now -- that  
12            was zoned commercial out by Tamarac H igh School,  
13            commercial property, approved for sel f-storage  
14            units and a go cart track.  We went t o the  
15            developer, talked him into letting th e Town buy  
16            that and now it's our soccer facility .   
17                 Just a few months ago, Route 2 a nd Route 278,  
18            that chunk of land there, was for sal e -- is for  
19            sale and they came to the Town Board and wanted to  
20            put apartments in there.  Of course, there was no  
21            sewer out there, but we turned that d own and, now,  
22            they're talking about single-family h ouses.   
23                 What I'm saying is we got a litt le bit of a  
24            track record here.  The tough part is , as you  
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 1            know, Charlie here, he owns the land;  Ken Duncan  
 2            who used to be farming who I've known  my whole  
 3            life had a big Sycaway creamery farm,  he owns a  
 4            lot of that land.  Farmers are gettin g old.  I  
 5            still got a few years, my brother and  myself.  We  
 6            still enjoy it.  But farmers are old and that's a  
 7            challenge.   
 8                 I'm mumbling here and she's typi ng so I gotta  
 9            be careful.  We love the town.  We do n't want to  
10            wreck the town.  But there is an issu e with  
11            farmers getting older.  There is some  land.  A lot  
12            of us are getting tired.  David is he re.  David, I  
13            think, gets a little tired, too, some times.  We're  
14            going to keep going as long as we can  and the  
15            challenge I'm hearing is whatever hap pens to this  
16            land, what you're telling me is you w ant it to be  
17            something of a quality, something ver y nice.   
18                 I mean, I'll go on record -- I'm  in trouble;  
19            my attorney's not here.  I mean, I th ink all of us  
20            have a concern with the density, numb er one.   
21            That's a concern.  What I am going to  do is ask  
22            you to drive up Route 2, turn into Hu dson  
23            Preserve, take a look at what they ar e and then  
24            when we continue this, at least you'v e seen the  
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 1            project.   
 2                 But Carolyn Abrams is going to k ill me,  
 3            because I went to her a few years ago  and she  
 4            enjoys walking, jogging and staying o ut of the  
 5            limelight and I think I said, you kno w, "Come on,  
 6            get on Town Board."   
 7                 So what I'm saying is we aren't professional  
 8            politicians here.  We love the town a s much as you  
 9            do and, you know, this is difficult.   
10                 You know, in closing, I went up with Mark  
11            Kestner and Andy Gilchrist and we wal ked that  
12            site.  Now, there's corn on a lot of it.  I might  
13            add, with all due respect to Mark and  myself, Andy  
14            was about a hundred yards ahead of us  because he  
15            jogs.  We wanted to see what was up t here.  That's  
16            the type of thing we do, whether you believe me or  
 
17            not.  I'm not running for office.  I got another  
18            couple years there.  This isn't an el ection  
19            speech.   
20                 We're challenged.  We've gotta l ook at  
21            everything and, you know, we want to do what's  
22            right.  I don't know what that is.  Y ou know, and  
23            quickly, a challenge for the school, I mean, that  
24            drives me -- we raised taxes once in fourteen  



 Page 129 
 1            years on the Town Board.  One reason we did that  
 2            was they just raised our bond rating from a B bond  
 3            to an A-rated bond with Mooney's.  An d when we  
 4            built that town office, that made tho usands of  
 5            thousands of dollars difference in ou r bond.   
 6            Correct?   
 7                 The school's always a challenge.   It seems  
 8            like the school goes up five percent,  six percent,  
 9            seven percent whether we have develop ment, no  
10            development.  That's a pet peeve of m ine.  I get  
11            in trouble.  My wife just retired, a school  
12            teacher.  I want to put a challenge o ut there for  
13            schools.  I understand more people co me to  
14            schools, but I mean, we try not to ra ise.   
15            Brunswick's a beautiful place and I d on't want to  
16            be the guy to wreck it, I tell you.   
17                 I've heard a lot of comments her e tonight.   
18            There's a lot of questions.  I think the Board  
19            will agree with me that we need to ke ep this open.   
20                 Andy, do you want to just wrap i t up?  We're  
21            going to keep this open and accept co mments. 
22                 COUNCILMAN POLETO:  I'll make a motion that  
23            we leave the public hearing open.   
24                 COUNCILWOMAN ABRAMS:  I'll secon d.   
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 1                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Let's do  a roll call  
 2            on that.  
 3                 MS. HEADWELL:  Can I get one thi ng in?  I'm  
 4            sorry to wait til the last minute.  I 'm Stacey  
 5            Headwell.  I live at 196 Town Office Road.  I want  
 6            to go on record to make sure everybod y knows I  
 7            don't want it.  You know, just like t he farmers  
 8            here, if you sell out now, you move i n all these  
 9            people who know nothing about farming , you know? 
10                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Tell me about it. 
11                 MR. HEADWELL:  There are alterna tives.  There  
12            are ways, like equestrian centers, th ings that fit  
13            in with the character of this area.  It can be  
14            done.  You can create all kinds of re venue.  You  
15            can help your situation and do wonder ful things  
16            with Brunswick. 
17                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  That's i mportant.   
18            Repeat that.  
19                 MR. HEADWELL:  As we've been tal king tonight,  
20            Brunswick is very historical.  I mean , there's  
21            Joseph McKinley born in Poestenkill.  There are  
22            works in peoples' houses in this area  where  
23            they're, in fact, the way it was in 1 800.  I mean,  
 
24            there are things that can be done to attract  
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 1            tourism, a possibility for an equestr ian center.   
 2            I mean, the horse industry is huge in  this  
 3            country.  We have 40 horses right her e.  Probably  
 4            most people don't even know it, but t hings like  
 5            that can be supported and it could he lp the  
 6            farming issue.   
 7                 I understand Phil's concern, bec ause I'm kind  
 8            of doing what he's -- I may be the yo ungest farmer  
 9            around.  I can see myself in 10 years  having his  
10            problem, you know, if my field of dre ams don't  
11            work, but there are alternatives to t his kind of  
12            thing.  And I think that a medium lik e this can  
13            really start some organized effort, t hought and  
14            bring people together to do those kin ds of things,  
15            because it's huge.   
16                 I mean Jerry Linski -- I don't k now if you  
17            know him.  He's a vet who knows Senat or Bruno.   
18            Senator Bruno is a horse person.  I m ean, there's  
19            things -- if you want to preserve thi s, I think we  
20            have to offer alternatives, because t here's guys  
21            like Phil and all the farmers who hav e put in  
22            their sweat equity and have made huge  sacrifices. 
23            And as probably any historian knows h ere, the  
24            first people here were the farmers.  So I think we  
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 1            have to give some deference to the fa rmers, you  
 2            know, for what they do every day.  I mean, Ken  
 3            lost his finger a little while ago.  You know,  
 4            things happen and they sacrifice.   
 5                 I think that, you know, we have to come up  
 6            with different options to kind of, yo u know,  
 7            create development here to fit with w hat we're  
 8            trying to do, which brings me to one more question  
 9            and that is I would really like to kn ow what  
10            attracted you to this particular spot  and why.  I  
11            mean, why?  What is it about this spo t?  Is it  
12            just because you own the land or is i t  
13            demographics or is it traffic studies  or what's  
14            the magic formula for this spot?  I'm  just  
15            curious.   
16                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Probably the same  things that  
17            turn you on.  And the intent and plan , and we have  
18            proven it before, is not to kill the goose that  
19            laid the golden egg.  One thing I wou ld like  
20            people to relate to, that owners of r eal  
21            estate -- there are two kinds of deve lopers.   
22            There's probably more but most develo pers will go  
23            in, buy a farm, build single-family h omes and  
24            they're gone.  They're gone.  We don' t do that.   
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 1            We own property for 30, 40, 50 years.   Some are  
 2            old.  Some are new.  All right?   
 3                 I have a vested interest in the long-term  
 4            success.  I'm not going to live anoth er 40 years,  
 5            but I have a vested interest and the young people  
 6            in our company have a vested interest  in our  
 7            company.  But the same things that tu rn you  
 8            on -- I have a farm.  I have friends of mine,  
 9            neighbors, who have horse farms down in Earlton  
10            and Coxsackie, New York.  So I have s imilar  
11            feelings.   
12                 But at some point in time, to re spond to your  
13            question, this area is growing.  Ther e is an  
14            opportunity for children to not have to leave this  
15            area and go somewhere else to make a living.  It's  
16            difficult.  Phil is a farmer.  I know  plenty of  
17            dairy farmers out there.  They get $1 4, $15 a  
18            hundred ways to milk today.  When I w as a kid on  
19            my grandfather's farm in Lancaster, P ennsylvania,  
20            he got $10.   
21                 So in the intervening 40 years, it went up 40  
22            percent.  And diesel fuel was eight c ents a  
23            gallon.  Today, it's $3 a gallon.  I' m not exactly  
24            an ogre from outer space.  There is a n area that  
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 1            is growing that should grow sensibly.   People  
 2            should be sensitive to the land.  Peo ple should be  
 3            sensitive to the needs of the communi ty.  I think  
 4            what happened this evening is great.  I think  
 5            there are comments and a lot of the c omments are  
 6            extraordinarily valid and obviously h ave not been  
 7            answered enough.   
 8                 I invite everyone to do as that gentleman,  
 9            read this document.  There are copies  of it in the  
10            town.  Read the document.  If somethi ng is not  
11            clear, pose the question and we'll cl arify it.   
12            We're not going to kill the goose tha t lays the  
13            golden egg.  I don't know if that ans wers your  
14            question or not. 
15                 MR. HEADWELL:  I mean, what's th e reason?  I  
16            mean, is it -- why this particular sp ot? 
17                 MR. CHUDNOFF:  Because it's a be autiful area  
18            and it's the Capital District.  It's an area that  
19            grows.  It's an area that has a vital ity.  It's  
20            got a vitality.      
21                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  We're go ing to wrap  
22            this thing up.   
23                 MR. SCARTON:  Point of order.  Y ou have a  
24            motion on the floor. 
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 1                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  Yes.  Mo tion on the  
 2            floor to continue the hearing.  Do we  have a  
 3            second?   
 4                 COUNCILWOMAN ABRAMS:  Second.   
 5                 SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON:  All righ t. 
 6                 (WHEREUPON, at 9:21 o'clock, p.m ., the public  
 7            hearing was adjourned.) 
 8                              * * * * * 
 9       
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