
 1

Planning Board 
TOWN OF BRUNSWICK 

336 Town Office Road 
Troy, New York 12180 

 
 
 MINUTES OF THE PLANNING BOARD MEETING HELD September 19, 2013 
 

PRESENT were CHAIRMAN OSTER, MICHAEL CZORNYJ, VINCE WETMILLER 

and DAVID TARBOX. 

ABSENT were FRANK ESSER, KEVIN MAINELLO and TIMOTHY CASEY. 

ALSO PRESENT was DAN BRUNS, Town Building Department. 

The Planning Board members reviewed the draft minutes of the September 5, 2013 

meeting.  Upon motion of Member Czornyj, seconded by Member Wetmiller, the minutes of the 

September 5, 2013 meeting were unanimously approved without amendment.   

The first item of business on the agenda was the waiver of subdivision application 

submitted by National Grid on behalf of property owner June Stevens.  The Applicant is seeking 

to divide 8.81 acres from an existing 85.19 acre parcel for acquisition by National Grid in 

connection with construction of a new electric transmission line corridor. This property is located 

south of the eastern terminus of Hanson Road.  Andrew Leja, Esq. and Nick Spagnoletti, 

National Grid, were present on the application.  Chairman Oster noted that Attorney Leja had 

presented the Planning Board with an extensive review of the application materials at the 

September 5 meeting.  Chairman Oster noted that there was a question raised at the September 5 

meeting as to whether the Brunswick Planning Board needed to review a site plan on this matter, 

in addition to the waiver of subdivision application.  Mr. Kreiger and Attorney Gilchrist had 

reviewed this matter, and determined that pursuant to the terms of the Brunswick Code, site plan 

review was not required in this instance, and that the application was properly limited to a waiver 



 2

of subdivision.  Chairman Oster also noted that there was a question raised at the September 5 

meeting as to whether SEQRA lead agency coordination had been completed by the Applicant 

when it was before the Schaghticoke Planning Board.  Upon further investigation, it has been 

determined that proper SEQRA lead agency coordination was undertaken, that the Town of 

Brunswick deferred SEQRA lead agency to the Schaghticoke Planning Board, and that the 

Schaghticoke Planning Board had declared itself lead agency and conducted the SEQRA review 

on this action.  Attorney Gilchrist noted for the record that he was provided a copy of the 

SEQRA negative declaration adopted by the Schaghticoke Planning Board, which upon review 

did include an examination of the action in both the Town of Schaghticoke and the Town of 

Brunswick, considered the potential environmental impacts of the action in both Towns, and that 

a SEQRA negative declaration was adopted. Chairman Oster did note that all of the Planning 

Board members had received a copy of the complete SEQRA negative declaration.  Chairman 

Oster also noted for the record that there had been public hearings conducted by the 

Schaghticoke Planning Board on this application.  Chairman Oster did note that the Brunswick 

Planning Board’s consulting engineer had not yet had an opportunity to review the Stormwater 

Pollution Prevention Plan, and would be undertaking that review shortly.  Chairman Oster 

confirmed that the full SWPPP was on file with the Town of Brunswick, and that the Planning 

Board’s engineer will have an opportunity to review it.  Member Czornyj inquired whether any 

additional SEQRA review is required by the Brunswick Planning Board.  Attorney Gilchrist 

stated that because the SEQRA review on this action had been coordinated, and that the Town of 

Schaghticoke Planning Board had adopted a SEQRA negative declaration, no further SEQRA 

action was necessary by the Brunswick Planning Board, and this action has been determined not 

to have the potential for any significant adverse environmental impact.  Attorney Gilchrist also 
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noted that he was in receipt of a letter from the Applicant’s consultant with respect to the grading 

on this project, and specifically that an area greater than 5 acres would be open during the 

grading of this project, and that the Schaghticoke Planning Board had determined the grading 

plan in connection with its SEQRA negative declaration.  Attorney Gilchrist stated that the 

Brunswick Planning Board’s engineer should be provided a copy of this letter concerning the 

acreage to be open during the grading of this project in connection with his review of the 

SWPPP.  Chairman Oster noted that upon further investigation at the Town, National Grid had 

an existing escrow account of $450 that had been on file from the review of a separate National 

Grid project in the Town.  With the consent of the Applicant, this $450 escrow will be utilized by 

the Town in connection with the Planning Board engineer’s review of the SWPPP.  Chairman 

Oster also noted that the issue of the height of the poles for this utility corridor located within the 

Town of Brunswick was raised at the September 5 meeting.  However, Chairman Oster noted 

that the SEQRA review had considered the pole height issue as part of its visual assessment, and 

that there has been a determination that no significant adverse visual impact will result from this 

project.  Chairman Oster then inquired whether there were any further questions or comments by 

the Planning Board members.  Hearing none, Chairman Oster stated that the Board was prepared 

to act on the application.  Attorney Gilchrist again noted for the record that a coordinated 

SEQRA review had been undertaken, and that the SEQRA lead agency on the project had 

adopted a SEQRA negative declaration, and that no further SEQRA determination is required 

from the Brunswick Planning Board.  Member Czornyj then made a motion to approve the 

waiver of subdivision application subject to the following conditions: 

1. Final engineering comments by the Brunswick Planning Board engineer concerning 
review of Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, and that if the existing escrow for 
engineering review is inadequate, National Grid will be required to pay any additional 
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escrow fees for Planning Board engineer’s review of the Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan; and  

 
2. The property divided from the Stevens lot and transferred to National Grid must be 

merged into and made part of the remaining adjacent lands of National Grid.  
  

Member Wetmiller seconded the motion subject to the stated conditions.  The motion was 

unanimously approved, and the waiver of subdivision application approved subject to the stated 

conditions.  

One item of new business was discussed.  

An application for waiver of subdivision has been submitted by Michael Scesny for 

property located at 446 North Lake Avenue.   The application seeks to divide 0.4 acres from an 

existing 4.14 acre lot owned by Andrew Allin, to be transferred to and merged into the adjacent 

land of Michael Scesny.  Mr. Scesny was present on the application, and explained to the 

Planning Board that he had been maintaining this 0.4 acres for some time, and that his neighbor 

Mr. Allin has now agreed to transfer that property to Mr. Scesny.  The Allin lot is divided by a 

stream, and the 0.4 acre is on the opposite side of the stream adjacent to the Scesny lot, and that 

his why Mr. Scesny has been maintaining it for some time.  Attorney Gilchrist inquired whether 

there was an existing contract for the purchase of this land between Mr. Allin and Mr. Scesny.  

Mr. Scesny stated that there was no written contract, but there had been discussions between the 

parties.  Attorney Gilchrist stated that the application must include a signature or other written 

authorization from Mr. Allin, as he is the owner of the parcel sought to be divided.  Mr. Scesny 

inquired whether it would be adequate to have Mr. Allin come to the next Planning Board 

meeting.  The Planning Board said that this would be adequate, or a letter or other writing from 

Mr. Allin would be satisfactory.  Mr. Scesny confirmed that this was not intended as a separate 

building lot, but would be merged into his adjacent lot.  Chairman Oster confirmed that the 
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application was complete and all application fees had been paid.  Chairman Oster inquired 

whether the Board had any additional questions or comments.  Hearing none, Chairman Oster 

stated that this matter would be placed on October 3 agenda, and repeated that Mr. Allin would 

need to come to the meeting or submit something in writing that he concurred in the subdivision 

request.  This matter is placed on the October 3 agenda for further discussion.  

The index for the September 19, 2013 meeting is as follows: 

1. National Grid – waiver of subdivision – approved with conditions; 
 
2. Scesny – waiver of subdivision – 10/3/13. 

 
The proposed agenda for the October 3, 2013 meeting currently is as follows: 

1. Scesny – waiver of subdivision. 
 
2. Highland Creek Planned Development District – site plan. 


